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PREFACE. 



'TpH.E French revolution, -to moft per- 
fons, appears to be an objeft not lefs 
uilcrefting for its fingularity, than for its 
magnin»4«. To contemplate twenty-five 
xoiliions of people, ilarting ^fudHcnly from 
their chains, animated as it were by tane ' 
foul, may indeed excite admiration; but 
with clofer refearch, and more extenfivo 
Ipcculation on the aiffairs of France, it will 
be found, that the prefent revolution is 
not, as is generally imagined, fo unex- 
peded or fudden. This Liberty, on the 
contrary, is " the accumulation of much 
toil: and much time. It has not burft to, 
ujAantaaeous exiftence, but has formed the 
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PREFACE. 

fecrct meditations of the French philofophers 

. and politicians. It has been produced, to em« 

pJoy an expreffion of our finglifh Horace, by 

** The patient touches of unwearic4 Art." 

Pope. 

There was certainl;)^ a great neceffity for a 
Revolution. 

For many years, the French government 

had imagined, that it might with impunity 

multiply the privileges of an order, already 

by far, too much privileged; and it never 

fufpc£led, that the vilified viftims on whom 

it dared to tread, would on theif fide dare to 

revolt. The nobility baiked in the continued 

funfliine of court favour; and the Thiers Etat 

were contemptuoufly thrown into an ignomi^ 

nious obfcurity. The military department yet 

remained open to the emulation and hope of 

the citizen : but an ^rder was latterly iiTued 

that required a proof of nobility from thofc 

perfons whofe merits, and whofe valour afpired 

to a diftinguiflied rank.— Agaii\, whenever a 

man 
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man of noble defccnt, devoted himlHf to agri- 
cultural purfuits, his eftatee, (as if they were 
ennobled by the hand that cultivated them) 
were exempted from the taxes which were 
. levied on commoners ; while, (what is ftill 
more difficult to credit) the deficiency in the 
taxes, paid to the government, arifing from 
this odious privilege, was made up by an 
additional levy on his unfortunate neighbours, 
who thus dearly paid for the honour of hav* 
ing a pciSwiof noble extraftion in their neigh- 
bourhood, ft was not, therefore, fufficient 
to be infultcd by the primlege of this noble^ 
but the people were compelled even to pay 
for the honour of being infulted ! 

Such oppreiHons (among a variety of 
others) were too obvious, not to have been 
hourly felt by the people at large. But their 
flavcry was hereditary; and the execration 
that was concealed in their hearts, did not 
venture to iffue from their lips* They 
groaned and laboured. 

V A 3 A na- 
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A. nation may, per^aps^.i)c fo habituated 
to the vileft flavery, that it (hall be incapable 
of enjoying liberty. There was an ancient 
people, who, when they were offered free- 
dom by the Romans, preferred their ignoble 
feryitude. The genius of. every nation is 
not fufiiciently firm to fupport tjic weight of 
freedom ; and it is not improbable, that the 
abjeft Frenchmen we now defcribe, would 
have eternally worn their manacles withput 
a.hlv»fh/ 

But of what the many can have no con- 
ception the FEW realife* Men exift, per- 
haps, in all ages, who are born to form new^ 
. lyftems, and corrcft the old. Never did 
' fuch a galaxy of fublime minds appear toge- 
ther, as in the laft half century, in Francs* 
Every ftar darted its influence; but there 
were among thefe, feveral planets of a mar- 
vellous magnitude* 

In ages unfavourable to philofophy, the 
elevated mind was often a folitary fpecu^i 
lator ; his labours were then the abortions of 

debility 
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debility an^ terror ; and he was often more 
known by his liiffcrings, than his fuccefi. 
The caverns and the ftakes of the Inquifi- 
tioa; the Baftille and the Star chamber of 
government ^ Shortened his periods^ or his 
life. 

Within the prefent century a great Revo^' 
lution was efFeded in the hv^nan mind. Phi«> 
Ipibphers ceafed to be ifolated* It is but of 
late that the people have been taught to read^ 
and Aj^ later, that they. have, learned to^ 
tbmk. 

It muft not be dilfembled, however, that 
among the croud of philofophers, many art- 
ful and defigning men, idiinuated them- 
ielves ; and in profeiiing the amiable fenti- 
ments of philanthropy ; the moft fervid indig- 
nation againift defpotifm ; the livelieft horror 
of fupcrftition / they only covered with a 
beautiful malk, a deformity too repulfive to 
be feen openly. Thefe enemies of their 
fellow men, have but one view ; to gratify 

A '4 licentious 
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licentidus appetites^ and to fet a city in flames^ 
that they may get fbmething in the pillage. 

This libertinifm of cnind^ we all know^ has 
been fatally diiplayed by a fanguinaiy fadioa 
in the Freneh Convention ; while ibch mea 
txiAy no nation can enjoy freedom ; for like 
a certain milady^ (which is fortunately rare) 
the people Will produce its own vcnnint 
which will prey on it, till it expires by the 
creatures of its own creation. 

Thefe men are, in feft, more acoompliAed 
time»fervers, than the moil debauched ciwrw 
tiers. Their Hbcrtiniitn of mind, is (diant ; 
for the corruption of the iieart is Eivovrable 
to take any impr^ffion its owner wilk* 
Nothing fo elevated which ihey w,tll not 
grafp ; nothing fo low which they will not 
folicit ; they crawl like a ferpcnt fiiH t>f 
wiles and poifori ; they fly like a vulture /uH 
of audacity and deftrudlion.^ 

We 

* l>a Clos has thus admirably obferved en^fak perai- 
cious fed, ** I cannot hiplp j)laming thofe writers, who, 

under 
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We claim paidoa for dwelling Co lojig^ 
in charafierifing thefe fpurious philofophers i 
becauie k ius become fmihionable to coo-* 
found ^h with tfaofe riituous and fiibluQ^ 
imnds, wKo are to t»e diftinguiflied from 
theie men, not indeed by thetr pxx)feffion3| 
but hy the purity of their morals. 

It was the genuine philoibpbers> who gra4 
dually eal^htened the people, by. their raa^ 
fonings, and animated them by their eio 
q;QeRce^ T^ opp^ 'POWjsu when it bectme 
TYRA^VYf but to fuffort itj when it was 
juaric** 

under thepretence, or, really defiroas of attacking fuper- 
IHtion, ivhich would be a laudable aud ofefid motive, if 
dxey limited ihemfelves l>y the d«tie» -of a fhikfifkiUl 
dMaM, lap tbe founiatims iof m^^ftyj md jftrikff *t ihs 
h^ rfjMitjiJS^ inQi;e madly, tbatlx would be dodger ous 
for tkem to make prefely tea. Thcfutal effeSts they 4>rQ- 
dtice on their readers^ Is to make bad citizens and dreadful 
criminals in youth, and unhappy men in an advanced age ; 
for fiiere are few who fken enjoy (he melancholy advaa- 
tage to he tfuflSciendy perMcrtod, fo as to mmin tWH 
^ail,' ! 11 Coafidcration fur le$ Moeurs, p. 34. 

The 
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. The prefent work refults from a defire of 
becoming more intimately . acquainted with 
the caufe of the* revolution. For this pur- 
pofe the 'authors ofithis work united in their 
refearches, and gave into an exoentric courfe 
of reading, which dfibrded them materials, 
which they prjefumc,. are very littlp known 
to the public. To .be familiarifed with the 
leading characters of the FfQnch nation, and 
with the nation if/elf y they confidered, was^ 
only to be efFeded by ^i ^^mination of thofe 
multifarious inf m^trs^c^f the^ day, with- which 
the French abound. They were, pefhaps, 
in one refpcd, not totally inadequate to the 
talk they affigned to thenafplyes ; for they 
' wAe acquainted with the greater part of the, 
anecdotes they now bring forward, and have 
fometimeseveri correfted the notices they col* 
leAed, and added fome original information. 
They have fpared no labour of refearch. 
Their colledions w^re as copious, as they 
^ere rare s and it is not orily from printed 
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books^ but from manufcript information, 
that their materials have been drawn. 

To oflFcr to the public, the anecdotes of the 
thirty loft years ^ which have preceded the 
French Revolution, is really developing to 
their eycj^ the caufes which have led to this 
epocha, too memorable in the annals of the 
world. Thcfe amufing fketches may, per- 
haps, even excite the curiofity bf the moft 
indifferent, and intereft die attention of the 
thinking readen 

It is true, that when at fome diftant day, 
the pencil of hiftory; (hall difplky in glowing, 
yet faithful colours, the names of the firfl 
leaders who conduced the Revolution ; the 
motives which animated them i the means 
they employed to enfure fuqcefs ; the charac- 
ters of the perfons who aflifled them ; the 
good they might have operated, and the 
evils of every kind they have produced; 
Poftcrity will clofqwith horror and indigna- 
tion this part of the hiflory of man, and will 

be 
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be tempted, more than once, to tear thefc 
pages from the volume. But, as Tkne has 
not yet drawn aw^ay the thick veil which 
conceals from us the dark a:nd infidious 
means, which have prepared this revolution ; ' 
as we are too near, or too much interefted 
in the events, to judge them without fbmc 
partiality ; as (to coiifefs the truth) we have 
not the pen and genius of a Tacitus, to 
trace them with a firm and Wilful hand, we 
are far— very far, from undertaking fo dif* 
ficult a labour. We do not offer the public 
a iijory ; we only fblicit attention by fome 
light mimoires. 

We hope not to be ccnfured, for what 
we have not undertaken. Having long 
meditated on the French Revolution, we 
have been led by our leifure and inclina«> 
tion, to difcover, as well as we could, its 
caufes ; we, therefore, had recourle to thofe 
fources which afforded us intelligence of 
various kinds ; and we collected in one whrfe 

the 
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the fads which could fumifh objeds for re^ 
fledlion, and often enable us to pronounce 
with fome certainty on fo important an ob^^ 
jed*. A portion of thefe fads we now offer 
to the public. They ceitainly will feel 
thofe emotions of indignation, which we too 
oftea have experienced ; and they will ge« 
neroufly beftow a fympathetic figh on the 
unhappy French, who with a genius more 
brilliaat than fblid ; a government devoid of 
energy ) a nobility without moderation ; mei^ 
c^ letters witbout principles, or to expreis 
Gurielves more correctly, with principles 
deftraSive of the fecial order ; have them* 
felves led to the ruin of their kingdom ; and 
have made it bleed through all its veins. 

We have fometimes admitted anccdptes 
of a private nature, but have, when it was 
thought neceflary, fpared the names of the 
perlbns. Thefe little flowers have been in- 
termingled to relieve the aridity of our pur- 
suits J and we know well that if we do not 

inJiruSi 
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inftruSf^ we may be pardoned ; but that not 
to amufe in an age like the prefent, would, 
indeed, be unpardonable. However difagree- 
able may be the fa6|s we relate, we con* 
fidcr them as of no little utility. To (hew 
to our fellow citizens, Vice under all its ver- 
fatility of appearance, is to fhew them its 
deformities ; and to unfold thofe of\a great 
nation, is to fliew our Countrymen what 
are tht diforders that lead to a Revolution*, 
*ind to remind them ftill further, that a too 
SUDDEN Revolution may be more ter- 
rible THAN THE DISORDERS IT WOULD 
RECTIFY. 



CON' 



Digitized by 



Google 



CONTEiSTTS. 



Philofophers — -^ j 

Clergy ^ -_ — 45 

The Court »— — uq 

Of Minifters and their Subalterns — 184 

l^atioaal Levity — — , »„ 250 

OfT\\eatres, Adors, &c. — , - 

Books — • 



Louis XV. 



- 309 

- 343 

- 364 
The Queen — — 276 

Louis XVI. — 405 

Conclulion. • — , «» ^2^ 



Digitized 



by Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



DOMESTIC ANECDOTES, &c^ 



PHILOSOPHERS- 

T^HE Revolution in France has been 
effedled by that intrepid Ipirit of I*hila- 
fophy which ventured, even in the grafp of 
defpotifm, to elevate it's voice. A virtuous in- 
dignation infjpired the ffrft propagators of that 
fy ftem of rational equality, which has been fa 
fatilly perverted. Several of thele great men 
have fallen yidims in their attempts to 
liberate their fellow citizens; for they had nO 
party and were tryly difinterefted. Oppref- 
fion could not exift with a more terrible force 
than it did in France in the reigns of Louig 
XIV. and his fugceffor. The Philofophy, 

JB however. 
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however, which feemcd at firft to have only 
aimed at the happinefs of its fellow citizens, 
(and it confidered the Univerfe as one City) 
loft in its gradual progreis fbmething of its 
purity. The declaimers againft politicians, 
became themfelves politicians; and the 
avowed adverlaries of oppreflion, became 
themfelves oppreflbrs. The folitary and 
virtuous ipeculator was now feen caballing 
with adventurous Catalines; and it was no 
more a difmterefted virtue that he puriiied, 
but a defigning party which he affifted. 
The The hiftory of the French philofbphers, who 

French Phi* 

lofophers were divided into SeEls. may be read in the 
following iketch. It prefents an accurate 
portrait of them, fuch as is perhaps not very 
diftin6Uy known in this country. It is necef- 
fary to obferve, that it was written fo far 
back as the year 1 760. It forms part of the 
Preface to the Memoires fecrets pour fervir 
i rhijioire de la Republique des Lettre\. 

The invafion made by Philofophy into the 

republic 
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republic of letters in France^ forms an epocka^ 
lendered memorable by the Revolution It 
produced in the fmnds of the people* Alltbi 
Vfcrld is now acquainted with its confequences 
and its efeSs. The authors of the Perfian 
hetters^ and Pbihfophkal Letters had fcattered 
the feeds; but three kinds ofWriters have above 
all others contributed to the maturing of them* 
¥\tftthe Enctclopboists^ in p^rf<^oning^„^^^r^ 
MetapYiyiics; by cmbeUifliing thefe abftraft 
ipeculations by a lucid order^ they employed 
the mo^ proper ftieans, to diffipate the clouds 
which Theology had hung over them, and 
thus annihilated Fanatifm and Superfti^ 
tion. 

To thefe fucceeded the Economists : who<>^ *« .^ 
chiefly dirediiig their ftudies to morals and 
pradical politics, fought to render the people 
happier, by more clofely uniting the bonds of 
(bciety, by a reciprocal communication of 
good offices, and of interchanges and rights 
better underftood, and iii teaching man to 

B % ' apply 
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apply himfelf to the ftudy of nature, the 
mother of lafting enjoyments. 
pltriTtt. ^^ length, times of trouble and oppreiEon, 
engendered the Patriots, who afcending 
to the fource of the Laws, and Conftitution 
6f Governments have fhewn the reciprocal 
obligations of fiibjedts and fovereigns; have 
dived into the depths of hiftory and its 
monuments, and eternally fixed the great* 
principles of adminiftration. 

This croud of Philofophers, who placed 
themfelvcs at the head of the various depart* 
ments of literature, chiefly appeared after* 
the extinftion of the Jefuits; the real 
moment from which xhtprefent Revo/utiojt 
takes its original date. 
Hemarkabie We obfcrve hcrc the remarkable expref- 

^exprefiion 

JZ'^^ fioii, of the prefent Revolutionx and thefe 
words were written thirty years ago. But for 
this notice the reader might have imagined 
that they had been the words of the Engtijk 
Writer. This little fa6t is fufficient to fliew 

that 
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that clear and comprehenfive minds were, (9 
far back as the period m queftion, perluaded 
that a great Revolution had taken place. It 
had not indeed excited mobs\ but it was 
hourly gaining Rrou(i4 ^^ ^^ minds of the 
fet^k. 

. The portraits of the French Philofophers 
are further flcetched, by the hand of a political 
I^imner, with fingular energy and flcill. 
It is of Jate (176$) that there has arifen a 
i 4c6lofPhiIofbphers in France, who with un- 

I paralleled audacity appear to employ a re- 

gular fyftem, to impart a fatal light to theFrend»Phi, 
tnmds of the people; to Ihake all belief and 
to fubvert religion by gradually fapping its 
foundations. Some who are the light troops 
of the confederacy, point their fercafm and 
irony, under iignificant allegpries, and in- 
genious fiftions; with thefe agreeable com- 
pofitions they cover with an indelible ridicule 
the miiiifters of religion, its dogmas, it? 

B ^ . lithurg}^, 
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liturgy, and even it's morality. Others, more 
profound fpeculators, in the foil armour o£ 
erudition, and with an invulnerable meta- 
phyfici prefent themfelves with an uncovered 
face, and attack it, with open force; and 
exerting againfl: it the moft formidable argu* 
ments, not meeting with athlets worthy to 
wreftle with them, they have unhappily re-» 
jnained vigors in the field of battle. At the 
prefent moment as this incredulous race, 
confider their labours to be ?idvancing rapidly; 
as they wait for the gradual aid of time, till 
their light gaining every hour, (hall totally 
diflipatc the night of prejudice, ignorance, 
and luperftition, they attack their adveriaries 
in their lail holds; they pretend to prove that 
Politics Jland in no need of the aid of Religion 
.for the fupport and government of a king- 
dom. It is agamft this affertion, fo ancient 
and io univerial, and which the defenders 
of Chriftianity, for their final argument, 
pufhcd to the extreme, that thefe , Philofb- 
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phers unite all their forces, and feem jpr^ 
paring a body of works, which are dail/ 
making their appearance in France. A 
treatife was pubHflied (in 1768) intitled, 
^* The Holy Contagion; or. The Natural Account of 

a dafljgerout 

«* Hiftory of Superftition/' The refult of «""^ 
this dangerous work, is, that fear was the 
origin of the different fyftems of religion ; 
that they are all charaderiied by a luperfti- 
tious melancholy, and £inifter genius, which 
can onJy make their fedlarifts hypocritical 
and gloomy, afid render them cowardly 
citizens; that all religions were deiigned to 
ierve the pui^oies of defpotifin, and yet tend 
to deftroy it, whenever that delpotilin at- 
tempts to throw off the yoke of prieftly 
Servitude; that their morality is entirely 
foreign and oppofite to that of nature, which 
alone can eftablifli and maintain focicty. In a 
word, that all religions are in their effence, 
falie, and intolerant, and that a (bvereign 
who would really coniult his own happineis 
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and tliat of his people, fhould only ftrengthen 
his throne by ere6ting it on the bafis oi liberty 
and truth. Throughout the whole volume, 
there prevails a republican (pirit; and anti- 
pathy againft the facerdotal power. Its force 
of argument and vehemence of ftyle muft 
have attached^readerSy and perhaps it found 
too manjfeadmirers. 

Who can doubt that fuch works have 
made converts to their fatal opinions, fine© 
the legiflators of the prefent revolution appear 
to have drawn all their edifts, and their dog- 
mas from thefe kinds of political Bibles? Arc 
not the a£hial religious principles of the 
Republic here fully unfolded? Their hatred 
to the ecclefiaftical power, was early dit 
played. But it did not become thofe who 
have fometimes eloquently declaimed againft 
perfecution^ themfelves to turn perfecutors. 
If the axe is to fell on men^ becaufe they are 
priejisy it is xhtfame intolerating bigotry which 
kindled fires to burn men^ becaufe they were 
3 Pbilofophers. 
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Tln/^/opbers, If my fellow citizens poASh 
daily before my eyes, alas ! it (igaifies little 
whether tliey were priefts or philofbphers. 
^hc power that condemns them, whatever 
xiame it may affume, is flill one and the farm 
inhumanity. 

It will not be improper here to iufert an 
account of a congenial publication of the 
fame period; and which will be fufficient to 
difplay the infernal genius of the French 
prefles. Tie ibllowing work was written 
^OT the inftruAioij of the Ladies f 

An abominable produftion, bears for title, f ^jj^^i^ 
^* Letters to Eugema; or, a Prefervative mi^abnof 

' Religion. 

** againft Prejudices." By its motto, 

•^'Ardlis Religionum animosnodis exfolvere pergo.** 
The author intimates his defign to liberate 
men from the tight bonds of religion, A 
wife defign doubtlefs! 

It is not difficult to judge by this firft ring- 
ing of the alarum, what principles it contaiiis. 
It confifts of twelve letters, and is divided 
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into^wo parts. In the firft, is induftrioufly 
repeated whatever has been faid on the four- 
CCS of credulity ; on the neceffity of examining 
religion ; and on the abfurd and even dreadful 
notions entertained of the Deity. The writer 
then examines the Scriptures; the chrifrian 
iyftem; difcufles its proofs, and fundamental 
dogmas; the immortality of the foul, and 
that of a future ftate; the myfteries, fa- 
craments, ceremonies, prayers, aufterities, 
&c. of Religion. In all thefe topics he col- 
le6ls the arguments that have been employed 
by the French philofophers. But although by 
liis dilations, they lofe fomething of their 
energy, they are the more dangerous, as they 
are treated in the moft intelligible manner, 
and the abftrufcft metaphyfics are brought 
down to the underftandings of women. 

The fecond part offers more original fpecu* 
lations. The author, after having overturned 
the evangelical virtues, and what is called 
chriftian perfedion, pretends to prove, that 
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the government ftands in no need of religion 
to maintain itfelf ; that it is even pen^ciout 
to it; that it is not advantageous to profeflbrs ; 
that human or natural morality is the oixlj 
true, and the only ufcful one, by which fo» 
ciety can cxift. He attempts to eftablifh and 
confirm the celebrated aflertion of Bayle, that 
** A Republican of real chriftians could not 
*^ fubfift," He clofes, by wifliing for the 
greated toleration of opinion* He appears to 
have a concealed propenfity for at bet/my with- 
out, howcYtTy declaring himfelf, otherwife 
than by attempting to prove, that this lyftem 
is not fb abfurd, and that it can not eafily be 
the relult of our, ignorance* 

The ftyle of this produfiion announces a 
man of fuperior rank* It's delicate irony is 
that of one who laughs with.the poliflied po- 
litcnefs of a courtier. lt*s erudition is con- 
cealed by all thofe happy turns which pre- 
vailed in the beft converfation. He appears to 
have read the moft celebrated treatifes on this 

fubjeft, 
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fubje6l, and td have appropriated their dangc* 
rous maxims by his own familiar and natural 
inanner. The work is a- body of atheiftical 
dodrine, calculated for the idle, cither 
among the illiterate, or the moft fafhion- 
able. France produced courtiers who could 
>ivrite,in this popular and alluring ftyle; but 
not one, who warmed by an honeft indigna- 
tion, raifed the pen, to call back to good fcnfe 
Jind morality, the weak, the igiior,ant, 
Qburtien ^^ ^hc female fex. We contiftually dif- 



Wf itc t- 



gainft Re cover poifqn emitted in every (h^pe, but we 
farely find it's antidote. All ranks and both 
{exes were now infenfibly finking into the 
moft terrible depravity of morals. They di4 
not fall from a precipice, but the decline was 
gradually fmoothed, and what wsis worfe, it- 
had flowers fcjitter^d over it. 



Athciiiieti Such indeed was the irreligion prevalent 
amongft all clafTes, that a friend informs us 
when he called a BoMrgeois^ a Deift, he anr 

fwQr^d, 
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fwercd, Non monfieurf Je nefuispas detfte^je 
Juis un anti^dieu! — and we are alfo in- 
formedy that in the library of a tallow- 
chandler (who we fuppofe was alio an 
anti-dieu) ho had induftrioufly amafled a col- 
\e&ion of iiich dangerous books, to the num* ^ 
ber of 600 publications ! Thus exiftcd French 
phiiofbphy among the vulgar ! 

The fed of the 'Economists are thus de- "^^^?^ 
icribed. Thejarepoliticalphilofophers, who^* 
have "writttvi on Agrarian topics, or of the 
iftterior adminiftration ; who united to 
form a fyftematic body which is to overturn 
all the received principles in matters of 
government, and to form a new order of 
things. Thefe gentlemen would firft have 
rivalled the Encyclopedijies^ and raifed altar 
agsunft altar; but they mutually approached 
each other, and many of their advcrfaries 
joined them, fo that the two i^Qts appear to 
be Confounded into one. 

% Quefiiay, 
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ofthefirft Quefiiay, the ancient phyfician of th« 
Marchionefs of Pompadour, was the Cory- 
phaeus of this band; he has written, among 
other works, T^he Rural Philofopber. Mira- 
beau, the autfior of V amides hommes^ and La 
theorie de timpotj was the under dire£lor. 
Every Tuelday they dined together, and held 
their conferences at his houfe. They were 
at length joined by the celebrated M. Turgot, 
a practical philofopher, and a great attempter 
of experiments, fays my reporter. Thefc 
modeft fcholars pretend to govern men, fronx 
their clofets, by their influence on popular 
opinion, the regent of the Wbrld, 

Their character has been given by the well 
known Linguet, who, however, wrote it, in 
confequence of an ofFenfive criticifm, which 
appeared in a Review, formed and direfted 
jy the Economifts themfelves. Linguet, to 
an ardent imagination, unites a fatiric ge- 
nius; the following paffage is written in his 
boldeft mannec 

I Afea 
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A fe& (he writes) has arifen which prides 
Itfelf above all, in direding princes, and in 
domineering ^over the fiibfiftaace of the peo- 
ple; a fe6l which counts for nothing the lives 
of xnen^ and which has dared to eAablifh for 
the bafis of its belief, that the produ6lions of 
the earth can alone be confidered as heceflary 
in politics; a feft, which has ever in their 
mouths, the word Economy ^ and which fa- 
vours, if not direftly by its principles, at leaft 
very certainly by its confequences, the moft 
dreadful diffipation; a fed the more dange- 
rous, becaufe it devotes itfelf to excite fana- 
ticiiin; becaufe it feduces ingenious minds, 
by the impofing appearance, and grandeur 
of their myfterious ipecalations: in afFedling 
a fmgular haughtinefs, they adroitly infinuate 
themfelves into the clofets of the great; 
their adepts attain to opulence, in declaim- 
ing Continually on the milery of ethers. 
They form indeed, a monftrous mixture of 
the. French frivolity, and the heavy incon- 

fiftency 
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fiftency of the Englifh. So much for Lingu- 
et's opinion of our nation ! It is very necef- 
lary to obfervc, that this abufe of Englifh 
philofophy is iiiferted in a work, which bears 
for title, A Letter on the Theory of Civil 
Laws; in which he examines whether it is 
true that the EngUJh are free^ and whether 
the French fliould imitate their operations, 
or envy their government, — Here he defends 
the paradox, that dejpotifm is the bfjl govern^ 
ment. He pleads his caufc with fuch inge- 
nuity and brilliancy, that the reader, for a 
moment, is deluded by his fophifms^ and 
prefers the government of oriental tyrants, 
to that of England itfelf," But if the Enghlh 
Conftitution be treated with contempt, Mon- 
tefquieu is not ipoken of with more guarded 
expreflions; and this fublime politician, 
Linguet abufes with as little reverence as he* 
would have done a diurnal fcribbler. 
Tke*«- The difcoveries, the principles, and doc- 
J^JSilu* trines of the Economists are thus defcribed*. 

They 
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Tbey confidered, that all real riches are pro* 
duced from the earth, becaufe this inexhaufl- 
ible mother uncealingly reproduces the moft 
neceflary aliments. If, (aid they, we (iip- 
pofe two dates, one of which fhall only pro- 
duce com, wijae, and fruits, and the other 
ihould pofle& all the mines c£ gold, dia- 
monds, and the moft precious metals poffible, 
it is proved, that at length, by the continual 
barter that will exift between them, the firft 
without dimini&ing it's abundance, or rather 
rifing by a gradual profperity, will in the 
end ruin the other, by cxhaufting it's fa6liti- 
ous riches. And at length, faid they, the 
firft would oven abforb it's individuals, who 
having nothing more left by which they 
might acquire a fubfiftence, they would fell 
themielves. Hence population would in- 
creafe; a new multitude of hands would pro* 
duce new riches. The earth would yield in 
proportion to it's cultivation. 

From this ideal hypothefis the Economifts 
C deduced 
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deduced an incontrovertible axiom that tlie 
agricultural ftate, would become the moft 
flourifliingby that happy circle of agriculture 
augmenting population, and population ex- 
tending agriculture. They then proved that 
Francewzsihc happy landofpromife; and that 
it can exiji on the rich fertility of 'itsjoil. Thefe 
The Eco. fimple propofitions lead to a vaft number of 

nomiftf 

write unin. morc refkicd Ipeculations ; and the fed was 
at length- reproached that they rendered their 
lyftem imprafticable, by its incomprehen- 
iibility. M. Mercier de la Riviere who wrote 
a bulky economical volume entited HeTOrdre 
naturel et ^entiel des Societis polittques^ at 
firft obtained a confiderable reputation; be- 
cause nobody could underftand his work. 
The Emprefe of Ruffia in confequence in- 
vited him to affift her councils by putting in 
praftice his fublimc theory; he went to 
Peterfburgh, but after a fhort refidence re- 
turned with a reputation confiderably di- 
miniftied. It was agreed, that not only no 

one 
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one could underftand this economift, but that 
he did not underftand himlelf. 

In 1 762 a dcteftable work, no doubt by a 
French Philolbpher, made a confiderable 
noiie. We give it as the cleareft indication 
pofGbie of that defign oidbolijhing religion and Necemty of 

aboliihiiig 

iXsmimfiers^ which has lately been difplayed *«^''«'"»* 
by the National affembly. It was entitled 
the Four Neceffhry things. ' The neceffity of 
deftroying the Jefuits — of feparating France 
from the papal power — of abolifliing epifco- 
pacy, or at leafl: of humilating priefts — and 
the laft neceffity, was that of annulling 
religion in toto. The author (hews each 
neceffity, and kindly inftrudshis reader in the 
manner to attain his obje6t. It is the plan of 
the revolution J in what relates to the clergy. 

If this is Philofbphy, let us bum our books ; 
let us haften to Caffi'aria; and let us wander 
among woods in primaeval barbarity. Shall 
I be told that \i fuch Philofophers may ibme- 
times go too far ^ their intentions, neverthe- 

C 2 lels. 
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Ic6, arc pure, and their morals good. Ta 
(uch Philofbphers the following anecdote is 
direftcd. 
AnAbfc^ In 1751, the Abb^ de Prades maintained 

•reaches 

ifat^rkiifin ^ ^j^^gg j^j jj^^ Sorbonnc, in which Materialifm 
was difeoyered in crery part. The fecular 
and ecckfiaftical powers, were roufed with 
indignation at this public impiety, dircfted a 
forcible remonftrance to the parliament, and tho 
Abbe was exiled. The Materialifts regarde<J 
him as their perfecuted apoftle. The king of 
Pruflia (who it is not neceffary to fay was % 
Materialift) invited, with fraternal afFe(aion> 
this exiled apoftle to his court. His Majefty 
received the fruits of fuch virtues. This in- 
famous Materialift was a icrpent in the boibm 
that cherifticd him; and lacrificing the grati** 
tude and fidelity, fo juftly due to his royal 
protestor, formed,- in conjun6Hon with the 
Biftiop of Brcftaw, a plot againji Frederick^ 
and attempted to injure the country which 
had afforded him an afylum. This crime 

was 
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v^2S punifluble by death. The kiog had the 
generoiityonly to unprifonhim t31 peace fliould 
be reftored. Oq this fubjed he wrote a letter 
to D' Alembert, and employed this ezprefiion^ / 

^ I will then deliver him to his country and 
^ his jfriends, ifie can have any J* 

The man who is fo unfortunate as to be a 
A^^terialiA, may (kubtlefs be an honeft man: 
we cannot help the iUufions of the mind; but 
lie who propagates this terrible fyftem, can 
never be iAich. A true Phiiofopher removes 
pernicious prejudices^ but never would deflroy 
any thiag d)at is ufeful^ even w«re it a pre^ 
judke^ 

The "Rjewlutim appears ftrongly pndiBedln '^^'^ 
the following anecdote : ^il ** 

On the 2oth of July, 1763, the Abb^ 
Xrabat preached a fermon, at Paris, of which 
the following is a f^thfiil extrad. 

** In the preceding reigns Sovereigns dif^ 
played their piety by proteding the miniflers 

C3 4f 
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of the church. Now the magiftratcs perfe<* 
cute innocence and opprefs religion. The 
people's minds are deluded by a forced mode* 
ration, and are lead by defigning politicians. 
Soon or late a Revolution willjpreadtbrougbtmt 
a kingdom, where the Sceptre and the Cenfer 
are violently agitated againft each other. The 
crijis is violent, and the Revolution cannot Be 
remote.* 

The Abb^ Labat, was certainly a more ra- 
tional prophet than Noftradamus or Fleming; 
he indeed regarded this objed only in one 
light, which was that of the church ; but it is 
apparent that he was fenfible of the revolutioa 
which exifted thirty years ago in the minds of 
the people. I have only to add, tliat the 
preacher was inuncdiately imprifoned in the 
ChStelet. 



APoeteeo- Thb Pocts wcrc fometlmes Philoibphers. 

fares Hcre- 

wHi'^apf* ^^ ^ tragedy of Dorat's, in 1763, there was a 
^'" ' ' paflage relative to hereditary kings, who arc 
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laU to daim a right to live amid the moil 
voluptuous pleafures, and to confign the care 
of the public wel£tre to their minifters. This 
trait fomehow or other» efcaped the eye of the 
Cen/ar, and was received with the loudeft 
burAs of applaufe. The town, little accuf- 
tomed to boldnefs of fentiment Uke this, was 
aftonifhda. The lines are a forcible allufioo 
to Lewis XV. 



Att irone du liecceau cc$ Monarques adxnis. 
Out droit de vcgeter dans la pourpre endormiSf 
/ £t chargeant de fon poids un Miniftre fupreme, 
]>e garder pottr eux fools Tedat du diademe. 

Thefe Monarchs from die cradle mount the throntf 
And fleeping in their purple, vegetate ; 
'Tis to dieir favourite they confign the preflure. 
And keep tfaemfelves, the fplendour of the crown, 

A work of no fmall importance in Gallic The pwo. 

fophcn at* 

Kterature, was publifhed about the year 1774, fc^itlt' 
with a profcfled intention of combating the^'*** 
modern Philofophers. The " Trois Siecles 
** de la Litterature Fran9oife," by the Abb^ 
C 4 Sabbathier 
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"Sabbatfeicr dc Caflres, is well known by oon- 
TOiflccrrs, a$ a critical work of great tnerit, and 
Angular acomtn. There is no doubt, that the 
writer takmg the adverfc party, has given into, 
at leaft, as great a violence as that which he 
cxpofes. Bat though his fiidts may be aggra*-, 
vaied, and his criticifm fevere, yet both are 
^bunded on truth. He obfcrves in his preface, 
that his readers may be furprifcd to find deci>- 
fions on thefe authors very different from that 
inccnfe which they had hitherto received from 
fear or flattery* But (he adds) if the multi- 
tude is once informed of the fecrct fprings 
which they have fet in motion, for the iiiccefs 
of their works, to fwtll out thdr fepatatian, 
to reader their maxims acceptable, and aug- 
ment their partifans ; if we can (hew an ofFcn- 
five ^nd defcnfive league, eftablirtied in their 
5^(5?, to render it predominant ^ incenfe at all 
times burning, to perfume the members 
which compofe it; venal mouths purchafed to 
cry oat continually for an apothcofis in favour 

of 
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of their chiefSji and dark clouds malicioufly 
icattered overthofe talents capable of diminifh- 
ing their own; if the reader will refled: on all 
this, be will applaud us for boldly expreffing 
ientiments, which every honeft and wife man 
has long feen and felt. It is curious to ob-» 
ferve, that the Abb^ concludes his preface by 
ailuring himfelf of the protedlion of the Go^ 
^oernment againft the Philofophers. 

In another place, our critic exprefles him- 
iclf in a lingular manner, on a right of which 
an Englifliman is jealous; the liberty of thexhe rr«. 
prels« *^ This freedom the Philofophers are p«18 ccn- 

^ * r«ce4 by a 

** contkiually imploring, and panegyrifing^^^J**''^ 

•* with extreme ardour, defirous, however, of 

*♦ rcfcrving the privilege to themfelves. This 

•* freedom of the prefs, would be the furefi 

•* means of corrupting the univerfe^ The Phi - 

** lofophers inceffantly repeat that by the 

** colUfion of minds, light is effufed; there 

•* are certain matters on which this collifion 

'* of minds produces a confagration.'' 

This 
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This word conflagratioriy is a text for a vo* 
lume of commentary. We arc far, very far, from 
recommending the leaft rejlraint on ^t freedom 
of the prefs ; but it would not be amils if wc 
were to paufe a moment on this fubjeft oicon* 
JIagration. Fire engines ihould be prepared 
before xkitjlames break out. 

Philofophers may proceed in the fearch of 
truth till they bring it to the verge of perdi- 
tion ; they may gradually annihilate a ufeful 
' town built of ftonc, with the view of eredting 
a vifionarv city, with ftrects of diamonds ^ 
which, like an Eldorado, the world can 
voiraiic $ never fee. Voltaire was heard to lav* that 

rjbfcrvAtion ^ 

<^^^^&^^ Religion wfLSzyzQ: citadel, which it was not 
advifcable to attack openly, but rather to fap 
fecretly; that the miners had long been at 
work, and though the edifice looked as well as 
ever, and even more venerable for it's age, it 
\NO\A^fuddenly fall into ruins. — We muft ne- 
Du cb» ver forget the judicious fentiment of Du CIos, 
pbc»!'"°'^''a"^ncftman, and a liberal Philofophcr; he 

Jam 
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Jaw the obje£t at which this fed was aiming^ 
and he, probably, forefaw it's inevitable con- 
fequences. Difgufted with the extreme licen^ 
tbufhefs of their dodrines, he exclaimed, 
^< Tbefe men will do Jo mucb^ that at length 
tbey will make me religious.J^ 

The Clergy had, fince their great aflembly 1^1^^.^ 
in 1765, made a formidable colledba of all p!!biieation« 

but do not 

iSbst publications againft religion, which were condeiceivi 
diffufed throughout France* It was their firft ^ 
intention to undertake aq elaborate refutation 
of theie works; but either this was impoiBble 
fi>r their number, or they judged that it might 
announce the impotence of their defence. 
They therefore, in 1775, to extricate them- 
ielves from this dilemma, thought proper to 
fubftitute, inftead of a folid and complete re- 
futation, a kind of fermon, or manifeflo againfl 
the incredulous. It bears for title,—*' Adver- 
** tiiemcnt of the General Aflembly of the 
•« Clergy of France, held at Paris by the 
'• pcrmiflion of the King, in 1775, to the 
I ** faithful 
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'^ iaithfiil of this kingdom^ on the odvan* 
*' tages of the Chriftian Religion, and the 
*' pernicious cffcifts of Incredulity." This 
vras prefented to his MajeAy, by a deputation 
from the Ecclefiaftical corps; and afibrded 
a fund of merriment to the phi]o£>phers and 
unbelievers at Paris. 

^ To this advertifement^ the Clergy added a 
condemnation of many anti-religious books^ 
which had appeared fincc die kft aflembly, 
held in 1765. The lift may gratify the cu- 
rious — Le Chriftianifmc devoile — L'antiquit^ 
devoilce par fes ufages — Le (ermon des cin- 
quante — ^L'Examen important — ^Lacontagbti 
facree — L'Examcn critique des anciens et 
nouveaux apologiftes du chriftianifeme — La 
Lettre de Trafybule a Lcucippe — Le Syftcme 
de la Nature — Le Syfteme focial — Lcs quef- 
tions fur TEnclyopedie — De THomme — 
L*Hiftoire critique de la vie de Jcfus 
Chrift. — Le bon fens. — U Hiftoire Philofo- 

phique 
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phique ct Politique du Commerce et des Efta- 
bliflemens dans les deux Indes^ &c. &c. 

Thcfc books arc condemned in gloAo, as 
containing falfe principles injurious to God^ 
and his holy attributes 5 favouring or teaching 

PhilofophU 

atnei/m: full of the poifon of materialifm : «^ ^<"*^» 
annihilating morals ; introducing a confufion 
of vices and virtues, dcftruftive of the peace 
of faimilies; extinguifhing thofe fentiments 
which unite the orders of fociety; authorifing 
pafHons and diforders gf every kind ; tending 
to infpirc contempt fop thcf holy writings ; 
overturning their authority; aiming to deprive 
the church of the power it has received from 
Jelus Cbrift, ahd caluminiating it's minifters ; 
adapted to make fubjefits revolt from their 
ibvereigns j to foment fedition and troubles j 
dcflxuaivc of all revelation ; replete with far- 
cafms and outrages againft our holy law, and 
the adorable perfon of Jefus Chrift, our Savi- 
our^ fcandalous/ rafh^ impious, blafphemous, 
and as ofienlive to the divine Majefty, as 

pernicious 
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pernicious to tjie welfare of empires and 
fbciety. 

The Abbe Raynal particularly attrafted the 
notice of this bodyi he is here faid to be, 
** One of the moft feditious writers among the 
" modern unbelievers." Vun des plus fedi^ 
tieux ecrivains parmt les increduks modernes. 

The King received this addrefs in the moft 
favourable manner, and appears to have been 
as juilly alarmed as the clergy themfelves. 
The Philofophers faw and meditated; 
laughed, wrote, and at length remained 
mafters of the field. The lamentations of the 
ecclefiaftical power, were the preludes of 
their approaching vidory. The clergy every 
month, made Auto dafis of books ; it is cer- 
tain, that there were fome, who lamented that 
the day was paft when they might have burnt 
men. 



Opinion of a A Httlc pocm bv M . Tanevot, which bears 

true Chr.f- *- '' 

%x2.^^^ox title, *' Pbilofophifme;' is an ironical attack 

phcn. 

on 
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on this fed. The advcrtifcment prefixed to it, 
may fervc to give the opinion entertained by 
a true cbrtftian, of thcfe Philofophers. •* A 
•• felfe philofophy, fays he, animated with 
** lefsofindependance, than prefumption, has 
'* now ariien with an undaunted countenance, 
** and arming itfelf with a thoufand poifoned 
^* arrows, throws them at religion, which it 
" pvrrfues with a fm^hr ferocity. Some- 
'^ tinies it* 8 attacks are in the open day, and 
•* ibmetimes it marches in the darknefs of 
the night. We muft not deny the 
rapid progrefs it makes daily. We are 
near the moment of a general corruption \ 
** fetal efFc<3: of the extinftion of thofe pure 
virtues, and regulated manners, of which 
religion is an unfailing fource, and which 
formed the glory of our anceftors. But 
'* what cohverts our grief even into tears, is, 
^ thofe perils to which our youth, are now ex- 
'* pofed. What will become of the hope of 
** the nation, when it's children, abandoned 

*' only 
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'* only to incredulity and llcentioufncfs, ai^ 
•• Jure the faith and virtues of their £itbers ; 
** and that they will in future have no other 
" motive ihznzhzkper/bnalinterejlf'* Con- 
fidering this to have been written full forty 
years ago, the writer is a tolerable prophet* 



Phiiofo. Palljssot had cxpofed the French Philo- 
IheVf T ^P*^^^ "^ ^^s comedy, of " Les Philofbphes;*' 
A piece in which Roi^fleau is reprefented with^ 
the fcvcreft ridicule ; Louis XVI. was much 
gratified by this comedy. The writer foon fiiW 
himfelf, in confequence, declared a common 
enemy; and his literary exiftence, and it is 
faid, his life itfelf, was in great danger. He 
wreftled with the continued perfecutions of 
his antagonifts. But when he had prepared 
another vigorous attack, in a comedy called, 
" The Dangerous Man,'* the Encyclope- 
dic party had power enough at the court and 
the theatre, to hinder it's reprefentation. It 
was, however, publifhed, and was by no 

I means 
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Itcans inferior to the preceding piece^ fdr the 
feverity df it's humoui: and fatire^ 



The philofophiCai party, appears to have][^^^^o* 
let pafs no opportunity of conveying their lJ^"5^p2l* 
fentiments to the public, in thfe moft ftrikibe; st^iZu 
manncn A cuftom' had long eiifted, fince"*^^^ 
the reign of Louis XIV. to pronounce an^ 
nually a panegyric on Saint Louis, before the 
French Acadeiny. Whenever one of the 
Encyclopedic party was appointed for this 
purpoicj he genersJly quitted the beaten tracks 
and gave into thofe eccentric ftri<3:ures which 
were pointed at the ecclefiaftical, and the 
jniniAerial powers. The Abbe de Befplas, 
undertook this office in 1775, and by the 
boldnefs of his obfervations was greatly ap-^ 
plauded by the fpedators, and even by the 
academicians, finee one of them in a moment 
•f enthufiafm, interrupted the orator, by ex- 
claiming^ " Have courage, Monfieur TAbb^j 
and proceed.*' The Abb^ indeed had chiefly 
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turned his oradon U> the hie of fx^hfcs and 
the adminiftration. In leaking of the deeds 
of the adminiftration of St. Louis» he at- 
tempted to- iheWs that by its wiic ordinances 
i&tf had ai!%ua% laid ihe/mndatiM of the pre^ 
fmt phiiofopbicar government. In reviewing. 
the rdga of Louis XIV • he ftrongly cenfiired 
the vmoa&Tf of Cardinal de Richdtieur; he 
painted him with the odious colours in whicfar 
his defpotifm muft appear to die eyes of die* 
partifans of liberty and the true patriot. This^^ 
gave fucb offence to the Duke of RicheHeo^ 
that he formed^ with the reft of die courderSn 
a ftrong cabal againft the Abb^. 

The emiffaries and fpies of die Apehbifhcp 
of Paris were immediately fcnt fordi to find 
out matter for an information againft the 
Abbe. After much inquiry, they accufed 
him of the following heavy crimes; of having;^ 
in a Chriftian pulpit, pronounced a prophane 
difcourfe^ in which he affefted' never to catt 
XiOtth IX. other than Louis, and never Sainf 

Louis ;. 
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Lms; and by an impiety more reprehcnlible, 
in a moment of Ecmomkal j&naticifm^ to pay 
hi^ court to the new Se<9:^ of having cried out 
Sainfe Agriculture! 

And to cJofe with ^I parties, the doctors of 
the Sof^iOtmt refufcd to give their approba- 
tion to a panegyric of Saint Louii^ in which 
Cardinal Richelieu, the founder of their houfe, 
was fo ill treated* Such was the ftate of 
things though all the departments of die old 
governmeftt, becaufe an Economiji ventured to 
give /bme Uridures on the politics and ad- 
miniftnatkm of the times ! 

About the fame period (1775), the ^^"^^^ ^^^^^^^^ 
brated Abbe Maury, who, on St. Auguftin's preacwng**^ 

Toleratioa. 

day, deKvercd his panegyric before the af- 
fembly of the clergy, likewifc gave oflFence 
by a defire of appearing fingukr. The holy 
prelates were greatly irritated, becaufe he 
Tcntured to preach Toleration before them; 
and in noticing the late new declaration in 
D z rcfpeft 
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rcfpcft to the vows of the Monks, which the ' 
government ordered ihould cot be binding, 
if taken before the age of twenty, he hazarded 
faying, that he wtyhed that even that terpi bad 
been prolonged i and in the character of a 
Bijhop of. fortune he drew a pifture of thofe 
who arrived at this ecclefiaftical dignity by the 
chance of birth, and not by their perfonal 
- merit j and at laft he feemed to prefcribe to 
them their duties by a lively and pointed iatire 
of their ignorance, their voluptuoufnefs, and 
the general corruption of their manners. The 
Cardinal de la Roche-aymon immediately fig- 
nified his pleafure to him, - which was, that 
he would not appear before him: and everjr 
prelate went home wondering that the Abbe 
Maury fhould have thought that the golden 
gate of preferment was to be opened by fuch 
rough handling. 



The PhiiiK toleration was the univerfal cry of the Phi- 

ibphers are 

ciinioroui lofophcfSi but tHc ecclefiaftical power probably 
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knew that when thefe artful men (hould be 
permitted to fix themfelyes on the Jieps of 
government^ they would fbon force open the 
door of its temple. On the fubjed: of Tole^ 
ration^ the following anecdote intcrefts by the 
illu/lrious charaiSers concerned in the farce. 
When Voltaire arrived .at Paris, an interview ^*^^ ^ 
took place between him and Franklin, After Fnilku'n'^ 
the firft compliments, which by the way were 
more adulative than comported with the cha« 
lader of a Briton, and above all of a ftem 
Republican, the dodor prefented his grand* 
fou to Voltaire, in folliciting for him his 
^kB^g- The Philolbpher of impiety, relifhed 
the plea£uitry ; and to render the £trce com« 
pleat, he rofe from his chair, and with a 
patriarchal air, laid his hands on the head of 
the child, and folemnly pronounced, in a loud 
voice, thefe three words; God, Liberty, 
and Toleration. All the pious were 
ihocked at the American, who, they faid, bur- 
}ciquedreligioninaiking the bkjfingx^i Voltaire. 

D3 Tha 
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That the Philoibphers who were fo clt^ 
raorous for tolerations were themiclves by 
jT^efe Phi. no means tolerant ^ appears by the following 
intolerant, anccdote! Thc great monarch of Pruffia 
thus exprefled himfislf on the fubje<% of reii-« 
gious toleration. '^ I never will conftrain 
opinions on matters of religion. I dreads 
of all others^ religious wars. I have been (b 
fortunate as that none of the Se<Sts, who re- 
fide in my ftates, have ever diihirbed d)e 
civil order. We muft leave to the people 
the objefls of their belief; tb6 form of dieir 
devotion ; their opinions, and even their pre^ 
judices. It is for this neafon I hav^ tolerated 
thc priefts and monks, in fpite of VokaJre 
and D'Alcmbert, who have quarrelled with 
me on this head. I have the greateft vencra-. 
tion for all our modem philofophers j but 
indeed I am compelled to acknowledge, that a 
general toleration is not the predominant vir- 
tue of thefe gentlemen." 



It 
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It is very curious to obfervc, that Aefe 
PlnIoJbpber$ vffho were incefiantly compofing 
line declamations againft die horrors Xni war, 
and painting with aU the glow of a rich 
« colouring, the injuftice of perfecutions, were 
umang themfehes in a Hate of eternal war&re, iv Phiio. 

fophcrs in a 

and inlatiable perfccution. It is true, Phi-^'^j^^^^ 
ioibphers fire with no cannon, and tie to no ' ' 
ibke. But the fury with which tfiey aflaulted 
each other, evinced, that had they cannon or 
flakes, their adverfaries would have been or 
(iiddenly deftroycd, or flowly burnt. Their 
inveteracy was, indeed, confined to an epi- 
gram, or what they called, a diatribe ; b^t an 
epigram or a diatribe, may (hew the fame de- 
fire of inhumanity and defpotifm, which 
tyrants on the throne, or in the church, have 
exercifed. Of many of the private chara<aiers 
of thefe Philofophers, we have rarefy 
favourable teftimonies of the pcrfeaion of 
their fyftem ; but we mufl learn to diftinguifli 
between the French Philofophers ; too many 

P 4 intriguers 
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intriguers and deiigning m^Qf dlihonour the 
JJ^J[^ name. The differc|ice is great between fuch 
PiUkitd. *°' pbilofopbers as MirabeaUt Boulanger and La 
Mettrie/to RpufTeau^ D'Alembert, and Mon- 
tefquieu. Voltaire^ who has been called 
Micromega$ (little-gr^t) muft, as ufual» bp 
placed between 5 often aduatec} by the inte*- 
l*efted and bafe motives of the onp^ h^ haji 
often, all the fublime views, and philan«> 
thropy, of thp other t 

A SONG ON THB ECONOMISTS, WHICH 
APPEARS LIKE A PROP0BCV. 

^i^^^ The prefent fong is certainly the moil 
curious article in this volume. It is to be 
found in more than one work dated ten 
or twelve years back. It might be other- 
wife confidercd as a recent forgery, artfully 
inferted in works which might have been 
eafUy made to bear an old date. But I am 
informed by many, that it appeared in feve- 
ral of the French almanacks of ten years ago; 
' and 
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and what confirms the whole, I am acquainted 
with more than one Parifian, who recoiled^ 
having learnt }t a$ a fafhioqable fbng about 
^e feme period^ when Turgot was minifter. 
This fong moil amply difcloies the whole 
fyAem of the {^refent Republic; and feems 
rather a defcription of an event paf):, th^n of 
one forefeen by an enlighened and acute mind. 
The ftanzas beginning. On verra tous les 
ctats, &c.-T-rDu meme pas m^rcheront, &c.— 
Puis deven^s vertueux, &c. Plus de fnoines 
]aogoureux> &c. And the laft ftanfta relative 
to die kine, are all remarkable. They are, a PhiioCi. 

- y ' - ' phcr an ex- 

without a claim to inf^iration, real prohecies ; rihln^Fkm^ 

ing. 

jret the author would not certainly afpire to jk 
feat hear the 0inatic Flembg. 



"Viven^t tiqns no$ beaux efpritt. 


Long liyc our men of wh I 


Eneyclopedlites, 


EocyclopeciiAs; 


Pu bonhcur Fr^nj^oU cpyii, 


Warmed witji the happinefs of 


Grands acconomiftes ; 


the French, 


Par leun foins, au temt d'Adam 


Long lire our great Econonnirn, 


Nm reviendrons, c'cftletw plan: 


Itii by their cares w« are going 


Momm let affiftc, 


to return 


Ogai! 


To the primaeval days of A dami 


UomM\t$m^t. 


Momus aifift them, 


' 


O charming ! 




Momuaafljftchen. 
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Ce n'eft pas de nos bouquins. 
Que vient leur icience ; 
£n eux ces fien paladius 

Ont la fapience : 
Les Colberts ct le$ Sully 
X^ous paroiflent grands> mais, fi ! 

Ce n*cft qu* ignorance 
Ogai! 

Ce n'cfl qu* ignorance. 

On Yerrg tous Ics etatt 
Entrc eux fc confondrc, 
Lcs pauvrcs fur leurs grabati, 
Nc plus (c raorfondre. 
Pes bicns on fera des Iot» 
Qui rendront les gens egaux; 

Le bel «eaf a pondre. 
. Ogair 

Lc bel oeuf a pondre* 

Du mome pai marchcriont 

NobUffeetroture; 
Les Fr8d<;ois retoumeront . 

Au droit de nature; 
Adieu parlements «t Mk 
Dues et grand« feigneun^t roil ; 
La bonne avcnture, 

Ogai! 
La bonne aventurf • 



Tuis devenus vertueux» 

Par philofophie, 
Lcs Franqois auront da dieux 

A leur fantaifie : 
Kous rcverrons un oignon 

A Jefufi damcr le pion; 
j(Mi qucJle harxnottica 



It is not from our old books, 

They gain all their fcience. 
It is in themielvcsthcre Quixotes, 

Find all their knowledge. 
The Colberts and the SuUys 
Appear great meo—Pihaw! 
This is mere ignorance, 

O charming ! 
This is mere ignorance. 

We fliall fee all the ftates, 

Confounded together ; 
The poor on their ftraw btds 

No more ihall complain. 
They will make lots of the ma- 

tional wealth 
Which will render aU men equal. 

Whatagolden egg will be laid! 
O charming ! 

Whatagolden egg will be laidl 

Alike will be feen ro walk 

The nobleman and the citizen; 
The French will return 

To the rights of nature, 
Farewell to the i>«rliament and 

the laws, 
Pukes, lords, and kings ; 
What a happy time ! 

O charming ! 
Whata happy time f 

Then become virtuous, 

By philofophy. 
The French will have gods 

To their own fancy! 
We (hall wor^ip an onion, 

Jcfus will lofc the game; 



What a harmony! 



O gail 
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Ogai? 
Ah quelle hjunnonie. 

Alors d'amour furet^^ 

Entre foeurs et freres } 
Sacremcnt et parent^ 

Seront deschim^res ; 
Chaque p^re iti^^ra 
Lot, au jour qtfll s^enivra. 
Liberie pleniercy 

Ogai! 
Libert^ pMniere ! 

Plusde moines langoureuk, 

De plamtives nonnes ; 
Au lieu d'adrefler aux cieux 

Matinet et noDes : 
On verra ces malheurevix 
Panfer, abjurant leurs vobuXi 
Galante chaconne, 

Og^i! 
Oalante chaoonne* 

Fartilans des noradonS) 

La fine feqti^lle f 
La France des nations 

Sera le module : 
£t cet honneur nous devrons 
A Turgot, et compagnons, 
Befpgne immortellei 

Ogaif 
Beibgne ioimoitelle. 

A qui devrons nous le plus } 
C'cft a notre maitre. 

Qui fe croyant ua abus, 
Ne Toudra plus I'etre ! 



O charming ! 
What a han&ooy! 

Then the fecurity of love 

Between brothers and lifiers; 
Sacraments and relationlhip 

Will be turned to chimeras^ 
Every father will imitate 

Lot, whenever he gets drunk, 
We ihail have full liberty! 

O charming ! 
We Ihall have full liberty. 

No more of languifhing monks. 
No more of complaining nuns ; 
Inftead of praying to heaven. 

Matins and vefpers ; 
Soon will thefe unfortunate per- 

Tons 
Dance, and abjure their vows* 
What amorous chacoons, 
O charming ! 

What amorous chacoons ! 
9 
Partifans of novelties. 

What a cunning gang I 
France of all nations 

Will become the model, * 
And this honour we owe 
ToTurgotandhis companioni. 
What an immortal labour ! 

O charming I 
What an immonal labour ! 

To whom (hall we owe the moll ? 

^ It is to our mafter, 

Who thinking himfclf to be aa 

abufe 

Will give up his all, 

Pouf 
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Pour de roi n'etre ^lus rien ^ 
' J'enverroistQut putn, 
Ogai! 
J'cttTenois tout putre ! 



Ah! how he nuft lore the 

public good, 
From a king to defccnd into no. 
thing* 
I would fend all a picking 

Q cUarining ! 
I would fend all a packing. 



CLERGY, 
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HE higher clafs of the French Clergy 
regarded themfelyes as the firft order in the 
ftate. Its honours and privileges were gradu- '^^^j^j^'^ 
ally ufurped. In a work entitled " Intereftingpriv'u^,*^ 

the firft or- 

Refledions on the Claims of the Clergy of ^ «» ^^ 
forming the ^rji Body in the State.'' Our 
ingenious writer proved, that as their doc- 
rines^ inflrudtions, and employments, were 
all analogous to a future ftate, they formed a 
fociety purely fpiritual; that they fhould not 
meddle with temporal things ; and that like 
their chief, they fliould take for their motto, 
" My kingdom is not in this world." Our 

3 author 
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author wrote in a popular manner j he was 
ingenious^ and anathematifed. 

From the year 1750 to the prefent hour, 
the clergy complain of a fe<Sl of philofophers 
whom they diftinguifh by the epithet of 
modern*, and which, forty years ago, they 
obferved, were infenfibly gaining ground 
among the people, and conveying light to the 
dulleft eyes. The two^ bft monarchs <rf 
France were favourably difpo^ towards the 
energy; Louis XV* was weak and fearful; 
too pufillanimous to be a fanatic, too fuperfli- 
tious to be enlightened, equally incapable of 
religious fervour, and that intrepid policy nc- 
ceflary to fhake off the yoke of priefthood. 

The religious orders were indeed fo noto- 
rioufly infamous, that almofl every one (ex- 
cept the learned Benedidlines) was diflinguifhcd 
by fome diflionourable epithet or qualification. 
Paflingover thofe which would offend modeily^ 
fuch expreflions as thefe were common— To 

I drink 
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drmk like a Cordelter-^A^ fimking as a C<7/«u 

The monks 

chin — As gluttonous as a Bernardin ;— and the '^*»»f»^^"^«* 
omelets oi^t Cekftines, were a fevouritc difli. 
Boileau has placed the refidence of lazy 
effeminacy in the tnonaftery of Citeaux; and 
Greffet imagined the palace of ileep at that of 
the Fi^orins. 

A powerful ftruggle exifted between the 
political order of the Jejktts^ and fbme of thi 
clergy. The world knows how this ter- 
minated; but the diffolutton of this learned 
order, was not followed by its intriguing 
genius. The members flill exifted, and ad-> 
A'efied the publitf through all the various 
ihapes of the prefi. It is even fuppofed that 
feveral members of the Se^ of modern Philofo-^ 
pbers were thefe great, injured, and irritated 
fcholars. 

In January 1762, a convocation of forty 
bi(hops was affcmbled at the haufe of the 
Cardinal de Luynesr, by order of Louis XV. 
to examine the conftitution of the Jefuits, 

who 
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who were theii becoming formidable eterjf 
hour. Thirfy-rfour Were of opinion to leave 
their inftitutes as they were, but to fubjeA 
the Jefuits to the general regulations of the 
clergy; the fix others were for reforming' 
them according to the regulations made at 
the conference of Poifly. To fhew what 
cbaraSers wefe thefe Bt/bops, the flower 
•f the clergy, it would not be impropi^r 
to tranfcribe a fatirical fong on this occafion* 
The Englifh reader would perhaps complam 
of its length ; and it will, therefore, be fuf- 
ficient to obferve, that it contains anecdotes^ 

The heads of 

the Clergy unfortunately all too true, which (hew thefe 

iiffolutecha- ' 

'■^"' bifliops to be as vile intriguers and diflblute 
libertines, as any of the Laics. 

We obferve the fame thing in a iingukr 
aflembly, which was held by his Majefty's 
orders, in 1766. Their purpofe was to ex-, 
amine the inftitutions of the various religious^ 
orders, and make the ncceflary reforms. Five 
archbiihops were at the head of this tribunal* 

th«ir 



Digitized by 



Google 



Clergy. ^^ 

iSieir conference wa$ not very plcafirig to the 
clergy, who by no means wercdefirous of 
reforming tbemfehei. The £)Uowing epigram^ 
as indecent^ as it wa$ poignanti wa$ made od 
this occafion. I charitably hope^ that all the 
five were not in the hm^ cafe* 



On a choifi cinq Evequcs paillardsi Inkwiilnot 

Tous cinq ronges de v ' * ■ et de ch— — *a, . SbJay! 

Pour reformer ces moines trop gaUlards; 
Pcut on blancbir I'tbene avcc dc I'cncrc? 



th 1767, a publication appeared^ proving^ 
that thefe orders could not confcientiouily ac<- 
knowledge or receive the diftatcs of this aflem* 
bly.. That if, by an appeal to parliamenti 
their oppofition was not fuccefsful, they muft 
rejiji all legal ordinances, and implore the^lj^^'*^* 
mediation of the fovereign Pontiff* By all this beirrdifioii, 
it clearly a ppears, that the clergy had a civil war 
amongft themfelves, and alfo, that thcyconfij^ 
dered reformation as incompatible with religion*. 
But the learned, and I may add, the en- 
lightened Bcnedidlines, were clamorous for 

E arc- 
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a reformation. This order pofTeiled a vaft 
income^ and pafied their folitude in literary 
labours of an utility as vaft as their magnitude. 
To them we owe a work which no individual 
could have undertaken, and which even thefc 
learned and laborious fchokrs have not termi* 
nated. Their literary hiftory of France, con- 
fifts now of thirteen quarto volumes, and yet 
only reaches to the twelfth century. la 
Several Bc^ ^7^5f ^ petition, figned by a confideraWe 
JSiKh?^' number of thefe religious (thole who were 
S^*''"^" philofophers, for all were not) was prefentcd 
to the king. They complain in a fummary 
way, of being confined to minute ceremonies 
to puerile formalities, and troubleibme regula- 
tions, which are of no utility to the nation* 
They pray, they may not any longer be com- 
pelled to have their heads fhaved ; to be for- 
bidden the ufe of meat ; to wear their frocks j 
to rife at midnight to go to minims, &c. in t 
word, they wiih to appear and live like fccu- 
lars. If thefe conditions were granted, they 

offcrci 
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offered to educate lixty youths gratis. This 
petition occafioned a great difturbance and 
diflatisfa&ion among the clergy. 

The petition was not attended with fuc* The petition 

* un favour- 

cefs. The court was then not fufficicntly en^ «wy^i^** 
lightened, to perceive, that the education of 
fixty youths was of far greater utility to the 
nation* than having the Benedidtines heads 
fhaved, and their finging pfalms at midnight. 
The adverfe and more religious party, per- 
fuaded the. court, that all this only indica-* 
ted a licentious defire of ihaking off all decent 
ordv. The king, therefore, expreffed his. 
difIatisfa6Hon to the fuperiors ; Dom Pernetti, 
and Dom Le Maire, who had the greateft 
c(5ncern in drawing up this petition, which 
was written with every charm of compofitioa 
it could admit, were rewarded for their inge- 
nuity and philofophy, by being immediately 
exiled. Pcrijietti took- refuge in the do- 
minions of the Great Frederic, and I be- 
lieve became one of nis librarians. 

E % Philofcphy 
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Fhiloibphy was cxilccU and b^otry wcr« 
(hipped. This afiair of the petition did not 
here terminate. The religious Mnould now be 
heard in their turn. They prefented z. recla- 
mation to the King, in whidi theyexprefs their 
horror lor the late attempts of their miwbr* 
The Bene, thy brethren ; they vindicate the holincfs d£ 

4i^oesoon- 

t^^^ their frocks, their finging at midnight, and 
^diTilht^ as their ihaven heads; all which they confider as 

a matter of 

>*^' matters of glory, as well as religion. The 
whole performance is written in a ilyle as 
uncharitable, as it is inimical to the modcAy, 
and the mildnefs of true chriiHanity. It is a 
voluminous and heavy work } the other was a 
light and elegant page. 

But the aftive hatred of thefe pious adver- 
£tries, could not remain filent. The fire of 
perfecution was not extinguifhed in 1769. It 
would be unintereftihg to enter into a minute 
detail of this domeftic difcord of the Ai>bey of 
the Benedictines. It is neceflary, however, 
fb convey an idea of it*s prominent charaScr- 

iftics. 
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ifticSy as theic give the fpirit of the intole* 
ranee, and iaiatiahle rancour of religious 
£uiatics. 

In 1769^ although the unre£irmed party tri-* 
umphed, they were not fatisfied by a decifion 
of their £rft fuperior, and the community took 
this occafion to publifh anotiber voluminous 
Memaire a Can/ulUr. This brought forth a 
fep]y» concife, reafonable and conclufive. It 
czpofes the internal contefts exifting in this 
congregation, from the earliefl period of their 
eilabliihment. The nation from thefe alterca- 
dons, learnt that the religious orders, like 
other human inftitutions, were a continual 
pr^ to ambiticMi, difcontent and intereft. At Mmmert 
this period it was peculiarly unfortunate for the ;?J^;"« ;{;• 
church to expofe it's nakednefs. The govern- mumticK 
xnent began now to think ierioufly of reform- 
ing the monkiih inftitutions, and the Bene« 
^ftines were one of the richefl (bcieties. 

Scandalifed at thefe public exhibitions, 
which for fometime formed the reigning topic 
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ofconvcrfation,a council was held by the com- 
munity, in which it was agreed, to difavow 
the memoir in queftion, that it might only be 
coniidered as the work of thofe refUefs indi- 
viduals who had petitioned for their feculari- 
zation. Such controverfies appear to haye 
been fome of the laft Uruggles between ex- 
piring bigotry, and that philofophy, on which 
the mind had now been nourifhed for a long 
time, and which began to appear in the vi- 
gour of youth* 

Jw'ordlrif'" ^^ ' 71^^ ^^ religious orders excited more 
"r^n the'* difguft than ever in the public, by the follow- 

nation. 

ing pathetic iucideht. About this time, a 
Nun, who was on the point of making her 
laft vows, hanged herfelf in the prefence of 
her parents, who obftinately perfifted in de- 
voting her to this vocation. This interefting 
circumftance afforded Mr. De La Harpe, a 
fine fubjedt for a tragedy, which he entitled 
^ •* The Nun,'* and in which, he inveighs with 

I poetiwl 
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poetical indignation againf): diefe auilere infti- 
tutions. Sach a drama could not be reprefented 
at Paris ; and the author had recourfe to the 
protedion of one of the minii);prs, the Duke de 
Choifeul. He in fetuf n acqudnted him, that 
the permiffion of publication remained with 
the chancellor ; but at the fame time, the fen- 
timents are fo pleafing and congenial to bis own, 
that he defired to become his bookfeller, and 
therefore fent him one thouiand crowns on 
account of the edition. This anecdote does 
great honour to the duke ; but it is given for 
the piurpofc of fhewing the dijpofition^i the 
minifier^ at that period, refpe^^ing religious 
inftitutions. It may not be amifs to add, that 
the tragedy was never reprefented ; but every 
where tlic author was invited to read it i and 
it ferved to excite a warm indignation in the 
public againft (imilar inflitutions. 

In 1783, a fubjeft of the fame kind excited 
public attention. The convent of the nuns of 
St. Maude, had long been a theatre offcandalous 

£ 4 fcenes^ 
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fioentB, and of fanatical perfecutbns. In the 
month of June, of that year^ towards die £tU 
of the night» a nun efcaped, and flie was foon 
deteded. They haftened to inforni the fupe-. 
rior> and /he immediately cried out to bring 
back the fair fugitive, ller whole flocks 
animated by their zeat^ take on themfelves the 
order which was direded to the fervants. The 
doors are thrown open, and the nuns now pur- 
fue their late companion through the ftrcets. 
The runaway was the firft who reached the 
barrier of Saint Antoine. The others call tq 
the keepers to fhut the barrier, for that flic 
was an apoftate. The keepers feeing in thi« 
fugitive nothing which concerned them ; 
nothing that was contraband ; no bundles to 
examine; without attending to Ab zealous 
and breathlefs fitters, fufFer her to pafs ; and 
touched by her tears and her intreaties, clofc 
the barrier againft her purfuer?; In vain thefc 
lamts harrangued that it might be opened; 
they were obliged to return to their fuperior, 

whQ 
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V^ho reproved them for committiDg this pub* 
lie icandal, and taking thi$ opportunity of 
wandering about the ftreets. 

The unhappy fugitive tremblingly alive^ 
^gns conducted to the diredor^ who foftened 
iicr ^Arefs by aifuring her of his protedion. 
She told a concife^^but powerful ftory of her 
griefs; that for a flight fault com^mitted 
jibove a year ago, ihe had been rigoroufly 
imprifoned on bread and water; that her 
punifhment was not only exceflive, but that 
becauie (he had by her indifcretion, revealed 
fome things beft known to the abbefs^ ihe had 
incurred her hatred^ and was threatened at 
(every hour with a renewal of her perfecuUonSt 
That if flie had committed a fin, in quitting 
a place where many fins had been committed, 
ihe was willing to die, but never to return. 
The fimpUcity of her addrefs aiFedcd the di- 
xedtor, he put her under the care of his lady, 
till the archbifhop was informed of the whole 
mattef. It is not known how this affair vyas 

concluded* 
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concluded. The abbefs probably had fomc 
friend at court. It was, for a long time, the 
converfation of Paris, and renewed the horror 
of thefe dreadful eftablifhments. It appears, 
however, that the archbifhop permitted the 
unhappy nun to retire into another convent j 
if (he did this, it was like a runaway lamb that 
is received by a butcher ; who takes care to 
difenable it for the future of praftifing any 
fuch tricks. 

The higiicr: The pride of the Ecclefiaftics, appears 

EcxJcfiaftics * ' 

iniDicnt. pretty clear by the following anecdote. M. 
De Conflans, joked with the Cardinal de 
Luynes, becaufc he had a chevalier of the 
order of St Louis, for his train bearer. The 
proud prelate replied, that he always had one 
for this purpofe 5 and the predeceflbr of this 
chevalier bore the name and arms of the 
Conflans.— \\ is a long while, anfwered the 
Marquis, that many unfortunate gentlemen 
in my family have been reduced a tirer le 

diable 
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diahk par la queue t a gallic proverb to exprefs 
extreme mifery. His eminence was fo con- 
fiifed at this lively reprimand, that he retired 
in hafte, and made^ the. Dutchefs of Che- 
vreux, at whofe houfe he was, promife not to 
receive any more a man of wit, who did not 
j^ipedt a cardiQaL 

The Abb^ Maury, in 1772, preached a fer- 
mon relative to St. Louis, before that formid- 
able literary body, the French acadamy. The 
old Cardinal De la Roche-aymon, loaded 
with all, but academic titles, afpired to a 
place in this celebrated corps, A deputation 
from the academy was made to the cardinal, 
to fblicit an abbey for our preacher ; a Angu- 
lar proceeding which had never yet been 
made, and which probably had never been 
made, had the academy not known the fccret 
-wifli of this cardinal. The deputation re- 
ceived the moft flattering reception i nor wat 
the abbey rcfufcd. It was in this manner 

eclefiaftical 
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, ccclefiaftical honours were at the difpolal of 

an individual. Our cardinal had lefs in view 
in this affair, to recompenfe the talents of 
Maury, than to obtain for himielf the firft 
vacant chair in the academy. 

I When this cardinal became the arch- 

bifhop of Rheims, he fuffcred in his old age, 
the fatal confequcnces of his youthful libcr- 
tinifm. Complaining one (fay of the gout to 
his phyfician, he faid that he fuffered the 
pains of the damned — What, my Lord, al* 
ready f replied the malicious Eiculapius. 

7nd 'udi? '^^^ following anecdotes will fufficicntly 

Rrai^i'A^fl^iew* the avarlde and political views of Ac 

higher clergy : If thefc men thus opprefled 

their helplefs brothers, what could be expeded 

from their general chara<Ster ? It furely fhews 

that mundane views alone occupied thefc 

fpiritual governors. 

f It is neceflary to inform the reader that as 

I the clergy in France paid no taxes, it was 

uiual 
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ufual every five years to make a voluntary gift 
to his Majefty, of a fum from twenty to thirty 
millions of livrcs. This levy was conduced 
by an aflcmbly of the bifbops, who ufed to 
affefs the ecclefiaftical property, in their 
diocefles, in whatever form they pleafed. It 
will appear that the bifhops laid the heaviefl 
part of thefe contributions on their Cures, and 
ipared themfelves. 

In 17771 I obferve the lower clergy* loudly "^^^^^ 
complaining of the heavy affefs under which ^"^^^ 
they bitterly groaned. That the bifliops, -in 
their d^ftrids, are unfeeling matters, who 
grind their inferiors ; and while they are par- 
iimonioos of contributing to the accuftomed 
levy, deprive, by their unmerciful exa6lions,^Ac 
Cures of even a bare fubfiftence. The dreadful 
abufes employed, in the ecclefiailical jurifdic- 
tion of Rhodes, gave rife to remonftrances 
and petitions. They not only attacked their 
biihop, but the general agents of the French 
clergy. At the head of thefe complainants was 
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the Abbe dc Portelance. It was acknoW-^ 

The head of ^^^g^^ throughout Paris, thateVcry article of 

piainarTs' opprcffion was founded ; and it was hoped 

that the period had arrived when the fufferers 

would be relieved. 

But their adverfiiry was a politician by trade; 
and was familiarly acquainted with all the 
turnings of the court labyrinth. In June, 
1778, he obtained a full condemnation of 
thefe remonftrants of his chapter, and a full 
pcrmiflion in future to exercife his deipotiixn, 
by whatever modes of tyranny his ingenuity 
could devifc. The Memoires drawn up againft 
him were fupprefled as libellous and fcanda- 
lous; and the unfortunate Abbe received a 
Lettre de Cachet, which exiled him to a place 
of the moft dreadful folitude. 

In 1780, the government refolved to with- 
draw their terrible lettre. But the intriguing 
bifhop, as vindidlive as politic, refolved to 
punifh for ever the indignant diocefa/i who 
bad dared to wreftle with his epifcopal op- 

preflion. 
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prcffion. He was forbidden ever to entcr'his 
native city. It was thus a poor and fuffering 
honefty was puniflied, and a proud tyrannic 
bifhop triumphant. 

In ijjj an ingenious Journalift obfcrves, 
that the fpirit of that arbitrary and defpotic 
government, which formed the effence of the 
clofe of the reign of Louis XV. was diffufing 
iticlf in the various orders of the ftate, but par- 
ticularly among the higher ecclefiaftics, who 
now feem more than ufually difpofed to exer- 
cife it, and exaft a paffive obedience. The 
ferments which have exifted latterly at 
Kodez and Lyon, fpread into other diocefes. 
Three publications in anfwer to the bifhop of 
Lificux's mandate to his Cures, were ordered 
to be fupprefled by a decree of the king's coun- 
cil, as containing dangerous fropojitionsy tend^ 
ing to difiurb the pubKc tranquility y and tht 
reJpeB due to the minifien of religion. 

Two years afterwards our Journalift, who 

was 
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was a (hrcwcd obfcrvcr of his time, thus Wtite«f 
Anecdote of It IS DOW fcvefal Vcars that frequent conteftr 
gj^^^''*' relative ta cpifcopal jurifdiftion, have bccH 
raifed by the As/bops, who were for its enlarge^ 
merits and the Cur^4 for its reftridions. In 
1779^ one of thefe ecclefiaftical dificntions 
made a great noife* The bifliop of Chartretf 
was oppofed by the Cure de Digny ; The 
caufe came before the parliament at Tournelle, 
and the biihop, to the ajionijhment and the laud 
approbation of a crouded audience^ was con- 
demned to refund 30^000 livres with which 
he had illegally taxed his Cures« 

What remained for our difcomiited prelate ? 
To be condemned in a court of law, at this 
period in France, was a matter of little con- 
fequcnce, if my lord Yi^^^ friends at court. To 
the court our bifhop had recourfe^and the con- 
demnation of the parliament at Toumelle wa» 
reverfed. Our prelate rofe llronger from the 
earth on which he fell ; and the holy brother- 
hood felicitated each other, in the moft un- 
guarded 
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unguarded terms. o( exaltatioHf of the power 
they had acquired oVer thefe hooeft ruftics 
their Cure^^ wh6 had not yet foi^nd z friend 
at court. 

The year 1780, prefcjits us with andhcr The cur^ 
icenc rdpedting the oppryijed Cures, Thofe "^^ 



apititiM Qi 

of the province tof Dauphmy, findingat length^tT*^' 
the infufficieacy of their petty allowance^ 
which I am infomied was often reduced to the 
^miierahle pittance of five-huadred livres, and 
knowing that they could not tru(V to the 
affemhly of the clergy, now preparing to be 
held, they thought it very neceiTary, to em<^ 
ploy themielves immediately on means to 
ihew his Majefty the urgent want of an aug« 
mentatbn of income^ and without which 
.they cottld not any longer fubM. 

For this purpoie, to teflify that thqr were 

.not led. away by a refxuAory fpirit, Aey 

humbly applied to their refpedive bifhops, to 

aik their permiiiion to afTemble^ and they 

.were rffufpd. They then had recourfe to their 

F parliament^ 
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parfiairient^ who authdrifed them. Tvm de* 
putiea were immediately cboien to by at the 
foot of the thronCf a fiathfcd pi£tare of ^ir 
indigence. 
They ire Amved at Pans, thefe deputies pre^ted 
viSL *^ ^^^ petition memfelves> to M, Neckcr, who 
immediately communicated it to -the geneifal 
agents of the clergy^ The firft ftep pf 
their bifhops, was to obtain an order from 
the King, who enjoined dieie deputies to re^ 
turn to their provinces; ii^ich they were 
obliged to do the next day. Fortunately thqr 
had taken the wife precaution of printing thek 
'memotrf, to which they had joined the opinions 
of nine of the mod diftingui(hed couniels. 
The memoire was fbon diftributed, and ieized 
by the public with t»dity ; and if thefe op- 
preffed men could not obtain a relief from the. 
defpotifra of their bishops, the true chara£ier 
of the latter was damply expofed^ and their 
cruel vexations vfcre as fully execrated. 
Two years afterwards (1782) notwitb- 

ftanding 
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•il^iicKnsf their deputies had b^en expelled 
from PoriSf the a^ir they ftijl confidered as 
only held in fuj^nfe. They attenjpted to 
obtain juftice by another mode, and the 
JCure^ of other provinces, upiting with them 
in the comjnon cayf^, a new alarjix was 
fpread throughout the whole body of pre- 
Jtates* The general agents of the clergy, to 
xrufli all their attampts, imniediately ob-- 
tained.a declaration, regi/iered in th^parlia^ 
ment c£ Partf^ which renews wkh vigour all 
the former prohibitions of the Cures of the 
kingdom^ afi^bjia^ without permiflion. 

In November of that year appeared Les 
Hemonjirances des CurSs^vr 611 written and with 
moderation* The nature of their aflemblies 
16 there examined^ and proved not to be 
illicit. The frequent edids obtained by the 
intriguing .bifhops, are fhewn to be not laws^ 
but illegalities. It had been objefted to thefc 
men, that the Cures of a diocefe, do not 
firm a body. Th? author eftablilhes their 
F % natural 
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natural and civil right in this rcfpe6l; dijputei 
only, he adds, by the higher clergy^ whofc 
cmjiant endeavour is to dejiroy the rights of 
the lower*. Here follows a long detail of 
their ufurpations. The eloquent writer 
clojfcs by exhorting the Parliament to defend 
the opprefled paftors better than they had 
done, againft their tyrannic bifhops, by pro- 
curing them an honeft flifficiency; by er- 
pofing their wants at the foot of the throne; 
by obtaining a more equitable partition of 
ecclei^aftical wealth, that the mmftrms dif* 
proportion may dilappear, which places opu^ 
knee on onefide^ and almoft indigence on the 
other. ' 

Sometimes there were found men, even 
among the higher clergy, who appeared to 
be inspired by the views of the Philolbphers, 
and they thundered from the pulpit, decla- 
mations, which fhook the very foundations of 
the court; of one of thefe preachers the fol- 
lowing anecdote is curious: 

In 
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In the Gazette de Fiance, 28th March 
1780, is iniibrted this article of intelli- 
gence. " There was no (ermon on holy^^'jft'*' 
thurfcLaVy . before the king, for the Abbe ^ ^v^ 

^ ' pariog to 

d^Efpagnac, who was to have preached that JSJJf^ -^ 
daj found himfelf y&^4^/r^ indifpofed, at the onkr •# tht 
moment he was ftepping into the pulpit, and 
rendered incapable of delivering his dif- 
courfe." Such is the account given of this 
failure of the fermon; but the Jecret fBjSk is 
contained in the following anecdote. At 
that moment, an officer came to our abbe 
and informed him, that as the king knew 
that he was not «v//, he excuied him from 
performing his duty. The eloquent orator 
not, at firfl, underftanding the kind anxiety 
of the king, aflured the meiTeoger, th^t 
he was- very fenfible of his majcfly*s 
attention, but that he was very well. 
The officer perceiving the honeft fimplicity 
of our abbe, was obliged to explain himfelf 
,in more dircdt terms, and leading him to ^ 

F 3 poft ' 
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poft cliaife, crfade him return to ParlS, and 

1. ■* * •. •*' ' 

pcrnaps made our preacKer realljr indifpofed# 
This abbe was a young man, ^ho had juft 
entered into' fh6 career of literatifre, and 
iigtieci for celebrity; for this purpofe he 
broached lingular opinion^, and bold para- 
doxes. Having ' delivered a panegyric* of 
Saint Louis, before the French academy, he 
had greatly bffeii4ei the pious part bf his 
auditors' by giving thfe paitages which the 
archbilhop of l^aris had made him expunge 
in his iViS." He had takeh ftiU greater free- 
doms Ify his^ criUcilhis, and various ftric- 
tiires oii'the clergy. Monfieur, was the pa- 
tron of the ecclefiaftic party at court; to him 
they had recourfe oh this occafidn, and he, 
in confequence, fet the king againft the 
Abbe d'Efpagnac. Several days before Lent, 
his majefty faid, •♦ We have heard laft year 
a very unchriftian fermon (the Abbe Rouf- 
feau*s) but this year we (hall not certainly.*' 
This hmt was gently given to the Abbe, by the* 
* , * courtiers, 
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courtiers^ but he was refolute, in not being 
intimidated. The archbiihop of Paris, and 
the great almoner, were appointed to ex- 
amine his fermon before it was preached* 
They found, that not an^ part of it turned 
on the holy myftery of that day, but on a 
matter, moil: irrelevant, on a pamiki be- 
tween royalty and d^t^m^ Fearful thai this 
might produce a di/agrteaUe fenfiaiim^ diey 
informed ^e Count of Maurepas, who, as 
political, as he was malicious, took this 
facetious method to iave hic&felf a direS: rC'* 
fu&l to the orator, and.at die fame time to 
teadi him to he fileht. 

ScHsething of thds kind had before happen** 
ed at the fame place, and on the iame day, 
fliortly before the death of Loyis XV, -by 
the Abbe Beauvais, who was allowed O ^he aw 
preach before his Majefty,notwithftanding he compair. 
addrefled himfelf to the court, in a mofl un- ^«sai«m«n. 
courtly flrain. . Our abbe refolved either to 
get into a bifhopric, or into the baflile, * *He 
F 4 bad 
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had the fcourage to thunder from the pulpit 
againft the fcandalous life of Louis XV. 
He chara£lerifed his paflion for Madame 
Du Barry, in a ftrong reprefentatioft of the 
manners of king Solomon, the] application 
of which was very obvious. *' This 
monarch (faid he) iatiated with pleaiure, 
and having «xpericnccd every kind of lubri- 
city, which the court could furnifh to 
quicken debilitated appetite, fought Out a 
new fpecies among the vile refufc of public 
Tht ^unu pf oftitution/ Madame Du Barry knew her 
ry thrciteij Qwn UkcQe^^ ftud moved the king to punijb 

the preacher 

him, but with his ufual mildnefs of diipofi* 
tion, he obferved, that a preacher cannot 
always be anfwerable for the applications 
which his auditors might make. Madame 
Du Barry, however, wrote to our abbe, 
the following letter, in the evening: 

Sir, . Holy tburfday at nighty 1 794. 

You have preached a very infolent dif* 

courfe 
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courfe to-^day. In the rooin td ufiag charity 
and moderation in your fermon, you had the 
audacity to reflc6l upon his majefty*s way of 
life, inthe very face of his people; you made 
you( attack upon him only, though you 
ought to have ufed gentlenels towards him, 
and have excufed his frailties to his fubje6h. 
I do not think you were moved by a Ipirit of 
chriftian charity, but excited by a luft of am* 
bition, and a fondnefs for grandeur ; thefe 
were the motives of your conduct. Was I 
ib his majefty's place, you ihould be baniihed 
to ibme obicure village, and there taught tor 
be more cautious, and not to endeavour to 
ra^ the people to r^^^/againft the ruler God 
has put over thehi. I cannot fay what the 
king may do, but you have prefumed too 
iXiuch upon his goodneis. You did not ex« 
pc6t from me a • leflbn for your condufl, 
drawn from the chriftian do£bine and mo- 
rality, but I would advife you for your own 
good to pay attention to it. I am, &c* 

The Countefs Du Barry* 

Thb 
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The Abbe . T#8 foIlAwirig an^cdotd alfo relates to 

&'cJ^ before ^^'«a^*»"g ^ft>« *he king. The Abbe— i 
^^ be^ his ^rhinettce^s pard(tii-*-n6W the Car- 
dinal Matiry (whofe immeafuraWe ambition 
is iiDvr gratified^ tihlefe he defir^ \x> become 
Pope) in April 1781, preached before Tthe 
king (Louis XVI) and alpiring then only at 
an abbeys attempted to attra6i his majefty'* 
attention^ but * fetms to have tkken the 
wrong road for to^sl promotion. 
• The fubjeft df his ferjnon was charity. He 
took occafioh lo Aiake fome fb"i6hires on 
hofpitals, and adcording to his cuftchn^ (dnd 
It is no bad cuflom) inth)duc6d a variety of 
diHMiateiy which illuftrated hi^ oblervations* 

Thirtcffl He obferved that the numtltr i^^i fiunilmgs in 

thottfand ^ " 

at'^pilis^'in P^ri^ were increafing every day; that ia. 
1 780, there were thirteen thoulknd, of which 
he faid, feven thoufand hid periihed, throtigh 
the want of proper attention, and good 
nurfes. The king, difpleafed with this ob- 
fervation, addreflfed himfelf to the great 

almoner , 
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almoner, who fent for the preacher, and told 
Him, — " Mohfieur Tabbe, i-emeifhber that yoti ' 
preach before the king, and to the king. Be* 
careful hot to introduce things in your fer- 
mons, thai are foreign and only relative to 
the adminiftration, of hiahicb you^ as well ai 
the public^ fliould be ignorant i and above all, 
take care at leaft, thai you do not fpread 
falfe anecdotes." 

Notwithftanding this admonition, our 
Abbe Maury, with a little more caution, 
gave way 16 nis tefelihgs, and in a fdrttien, on 
calumny^ quoted profane inftariceS oimimjiers 
e;cpofed to the malicious, and called up on this 
occafion, the (hade's of Stiily, Colbert, and 
and without naming him, fo forcibly alluded 
to M. Necker, that the whole objed and 
defign of our political preacher was clear. 
All this greatly difpleafed the courtiers, who 
were alike guilty of the horrid fin of 
ealumny. 

Tfhc abbe ^i^terwardg aflured his friends, 

that 
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. that the king was fatisfied of the truth of his 
anecdote refpefting the foundlings. He began 
now to hope for the bifhoprick. Such indeed, 
, was even then^ his ambition for ecclefiajQical 
dignities, that he fuipended his attempts for 
a feat in the academy, becaufe it was hinted 
to him, that bifhops were . often ktn to 
become academicians but that no academi- 
cian ever became a bifliop. His rivals were 
irritated to obfcrve the fen of a cobler of 
Comtat, afpire to the prime honours of the 
cpifcopal body. When tliey contemplate our 
illuftrious abbe in his red cap, theylhould 
at length be taught that merit is more valua^ 
ble than their parchments. 

I find feveral fcandalous anecdotes relative 
. t6 biihops. I may be allowed to give one or 
two ; as I propofe afterwards to give one, of a 
moft fingular kind, for it is an aft of heroic 
benevolence, rare among all perfohs^ but 
dill rarer among bifhops. 

It iS very certain that the Higher clafs of 

the 
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the prelates poffeffing immoderate incomes, " 
diffipated them, like {o many finfiil Laics. 
Although their debauched manners were 
well known at Paris, the biihops at leaft en- 
deavoured to conceal them, and to fecrifice 
any thing rather than to be brought forward 
as a£lors on the public ftage, by expofing them- 
selves in a court of juftice. Madame deMarig- 
nan, a- lady of greater beauty than fortune, 
found an admirer in the Sieur Chariot, a Che- anecdote of 

a bllhep. 

valier of the order of St. Louis. This gentle- 
• man having infinuated himfelf into her good 
. graces, had been too premature, in his affec- 
tion, fo that her indifcretion appeared be- 
fore the parfbn had been employed. The 
lady was obliged to lie in fccretly. Chariot 
from a lover became a traitor, and forfbok 
. the fruit of his own planting. She cited him 
in a court of law. . The knight to draw 
iiimielf out of this intricate affair, declared 
to the Lieutenant de Police, that he was . 
ready to pay his /bare refpedling the child; 

but 
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but that he was fer from being th« o&ly 
father, and that he would prove the biihop 
jq£ Aggers had, at kaft, made a leg or an 
arm. The bifbop mformed by the mother 
of the projjeft q( the §ieur Chariot, an4 
alarmed at the pul^c H<>toriety which thk 
jnight occafion, he took on hixnfelf, to 
iUenee all parties^ the care of Uie mother^ 
the grand mother, aivi the little poe. 

The bifhop of Saint Brieux, (who, as he 
is ftill living, I fhall not give his prefent 
title) was fuppofed to have as great a lubri- 
city as any of his brothers. In one of ins 
amorous purfuits, (and he did not as carefidfy 
conceal his amours as others) he prefied a 
fair lady with a vehemence of paflion, but 
'had forgot the uiiial precaution of locking 
the door. The hufband enters at the rnihap- 
pieft moment poffible; the lady does not Idle 
her fagacity; and feigns that the bifhop is 
attempting to violate her honour. She &izes 
»the fword of her hufband, and plijnges it in 
' r the 
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thfi thigh €ff the raviflipr. The bilhop h\ir 
txiilated, coafufed, and wounded, retired to 
bis chamber. This was a ifalhioiiable topic 
in 1767; tkt addrefe of the lady was greatly 
«<inur^ tind.t^^ courtiers co^iid^red it as a 
miracle^ that 11 biftic^ ihpuld be womjided in wound^by^ 

jl lady with* 

the thigh without injuring his culottc. h^'/^'^"^* 
-Louis XV. Iwighedi bjjt the biihop of 
Orleans, abided at the decliniog ho^iours of 
the epifcopacy, thpiighit proper to write to 
the aflembly ,.of the clergy that, it ^ was a 
jcahunny invented by fomte malicious perfon. 
It is faid, however, that my Lord yet bears 
*hc. jnaark of the wound; like Jacob, wh^ 
wreftled with a ccldftial, and not a terreftiat 
ai^eL 

- In 1767, while the reformation of the An^tiiffori. 
•religioKis orders .was agitated, » fatirical and|^^^^*j^^- 
<allegorical p^int,. was publilhed, which, 
4>ecau{e it had great truths proved moft 
oflfettfive to the higher clergy* It will hot b? 
impiropcr.to defcribe this caricatwra. Thp 
• 5 five 
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five arehbifhpps who were for the rcfbrma« 
tionof thefe orders, that is, for appropriadng 
and feizing on thefe revenues for the ufe, of 
the court, were thus chara€lerifed. The 
archbifhop of Rheims, is placed oppoiite the 
Romifh church, imaged under a female 
form which is making mouths, or grimaces 
at him. A courtier is prefenting a blue rib- 
bond to the archbiihop of Aries, to whom he 
kneels while the courtier, reaching at the 
filken honour, the other holds it out of bis 
reach. A hunt of hounds and huntfmen 
captivates the eye of the archbifhop of Nar- 
bonne, who is now in England. The arch- 
bifhop of Toi^loufe has lying on^s table two 
volumes of the Encyclopedia, oppn at the 
words Celibacy and Mtmks^ fubje^ on which 
it is fuppofed he had written. The arch-^ 
biihop of Bourges is prefenting a oofegay^ to 
a fmart gay lady, whofe meretricious drefs 
fufficiently indicates her trade. Ou the 
other fide are th^ monks of the diffn'cnt 

«(d«rs. 
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Orders, reprcfented with all the attributes of 
{>enitende, fuch as hair fhirts, crucifixes, 
&c. in a6fe of devotion. At the bottom of 
the whole is the following infcription, " It 
is tbefe mm who would reform thofeT 

This pafquinade would fbon have been iti 
eVery body's handsj had the five bifliops not 
intrigued to ftop the fale; but, however, si 
few copies are prefer ved by the curious. 

The diflblute manners of the French pre- 
lates, are no>^, I prefume, (ufEciently de- 
monftrated ; not lefs evident are the internal 
difcords exifting among the clergy. 

But I ftop to relieve this dilagrceable (ketch 2^^^^^ 
by an anecdote which refleds Angular honour ilcBi^r 
on a biihop, who appears to have a6ied in a 
manner which a philofopher will confider 
Worthy of a Roman hero, and a Chriftian, of 
a primitive apoftle. 

The archbifhopof Auch, (who, by the way, 
was not a literate perfon, nor a pbilofopber) 

G being: 



Digitized by 



Google 



^2 CLERGY. 

being at Paris in •1781, was prcfent at ,a 
dreadful fire, and feeing in the midft of the 
flames a mother and her child, he offered 
any one eight hundred, and afterwards 
twelve hundred livres, to attempt the peril- 
ous aft of faving them. None ventured* 
It was then our bifliop, tranlported with a 
zeal truely apoflolical, precipitated himf<df 
amidfl the flames, and brought forth in his 
arms, thefe vi6Ums ! This aft of benevolence 
and civical devotion was for a long time not 
credited, till it was fully confirmed. It 
formed a flxiking contrafl to thofe ijiorc 
philofophical prelates, whofe days were dif- 
' folved in the luxury and fervitude of courts, 
and who rarely exerted themfelves but in 
levying new taxes on their Cures. 

We muft now return to the difagreeable 
contemplation of the diflfolute maimers of the 
higher clergy, the following anecdote will 
ferve for this purpofe. 

One 
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One Dc C , a man of a free scandaiou. 

anecdoCie, 

chanK^er, and whofe extravagancies had been 
hitherto fupplied by the generofity of his wife, 
irritated that fhe had refufed to give him any 
more money ibr his ruinous expences^ re-* 
fblved to cxpofe her to the town-talk. Ma- 

dame de C , who bad been a miftrels of 

Louis XV. was acquainted with many pre- 
lates^ through the means of her fon, the Abbe 
de Bourbon, the illegitimate offspring of this 
monarch. The Abb^ Boifgelin was as haad« 
fome and nervous a confeflbr as the moft re- 
fined female Pariiian could defire. One night 
after fupper he had retired with Madame de 

C into her bed chamber; the malicious x 

huiband diilurbing the confefTor and his 
penitent, broke into the room, and ufed harfh 
language to his wife and the Abb^, whom in 
his paffion he attempted to ftrike. The 
robuft Abbe proved too ftrong, and felled 
him with the fire-fhovel. Madame de 
in the mean whilie, thad thrown 
♦ G 2 op«n 
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open the window, and called the watchman^ 
All this formed a moftfcandaloiis fcenc. ^ The 
corftmiffary' enters; takes down the various 
depolitlonsj and the next day informs the 
iriiiiiflef of this noiiy affair. M. de Maurepas 
fends for the Abbe, and reprimands him for 
being at fuch an hour t6te-a-t6te with a 
An Abbe pr^ty woman. The Abbe defends himfelf, 
'S'l^/i^- and (aid fliat he could not do better than fol- 

gu! jr con- ^ 

of feim^^' low the example of fuch and fuch prelates 
'^"^ whom he named. — The facetious miniiler 
replied— Not at all, fir; to do thefe things, 
wait till you become a ii/bop yourfelf. 

The Abbe Boifgelin was one of thofe un- 
happy vidtims who periflied at the Abbaye, 
on the fecond of September, 1792. The 
nation did not think of him till he had the 
imprudence, to prefent himfelf to the com- 
mittee of his fedlion, to aik for the money the 
nation owed him for his living: Indead of 
paying him they reproached him with his 

'afiuocracy, 'Su^'bld'him return the next day 
nsqc ^^ 
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to be paid. As he was not dull of coijipfe- ? 
henlion, he perceived, that they were 7 more 
defirous of colle<5ting proofs to imprifbn hiin, * 
than money to relieve him. He hid himf^lf 
in u garret at the Luxembourg, bat having 
been deteded, by the vifit which the munci- . 
pal officers made fhortly after round Paris, 
he was then conduced to the Abbaye, where 
he was maflacred. It is faid, that he de- - 
fended himfelf to the laft, and did not die . 
without having firft avenged himfelf on one , 
of his affafHofi. 

A work publifticd in 1782, claims . parti- a puWica- 

* " ' tionon ihc 

cular attention. It is entitled, " Letters on ^*;;^*^^ 
the aaual Sute of the Clergy, &c." The 
author aims at re-kindling the expiring 
zeal for the church, which he fays is nearly 
extingoiihed in all hearts. In his firft, or in- 
trodudory letter, he deplores the abandonment 
of religious difcipline; even, he fays, for 
children, elements of feduflion have been 
Ibrjned, and even in Lent, while the pulpits 
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refbund with groans and rcjprchcnfions, every 
foiirce of voluptuoufnefs remains open. After 
this lively and energetic pifture of the time®^ 
he lays all the guilt on the heads of theohiirdh, 
who have forfaken its interefts ; who vegetate 
in luxury and inaftion $ and to thofe Chriflian • 
orators, who having become tolerant, are no 
more than the feeble echoes of thofe thunders 
which brought terror and alarm in the hearts 
of the people. 
Tiic Modern - In his fecond letter he defcribes ^modltm 

biihop« 

d.icr;bed. ^^^^^ fj^ J^ ^ {^^Jj^g J^^j£ J^^J^^ h^lf profartC, 

who, concealed under the facred livery, is in 
. reality a phtlofophica! apbftate, whojfeobjeft is 
to purge France of all the errors of its govern* 
ment; vrhok principle is, that the public good 
is the only religionof a Jiate. He is not the 
man of God, thfe fucceflbr of the Ambrbfcs 
and the Chryfofloms; he is a minijlerial - 
jockey y a fecondary fpring which affifts the 
great wheel of politics, and is only zealous 

for 
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for L^EmpyriJme civile which, he adds, may 
be called the epidemic difeafe of the times! 

In the following letters he enters into a 
curious detail of the chiefs and principal 
agents of Ais resolution. His portraits drawn 
with vigour, yet, with a perfeft refemblance, 
{hew what charaders then prelided in the 
church. All intriguers; men of the world, 
and of the court. All continually fecrctly plot- 
ting, or publicly propagating opinions which 
are defigned to fhew a contempt for received 
ofnnions and popular prejudices. All men of 
the mod debauched manners, yet preaching 
what thtfy can lesgrandes Maurs. Gamefters, 
jockies, libertines, petit maitres, and def«- 
peradoes. 

This little work, in confequencc of the 
fivedom of its ftriking reprefentations, was im- 
mediately ftopt by the court and the prelates. 

The non-refidence of the French clergy, 
in their diocefes, was not lefs remarkable, 

G 4 than 
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than among our own. Bifhops revelling in 
every fpecies of voluptuoufiiefs, and ^ well 
known at Paris, were often never feen by 
any of their diftant flock. The murmurs of 
. the public, appear to have reached the 

The non- 

rdidcnce of throne, for in odober, 1784, the following 
public in- circular letter was addreffed by the minifter 
to the bifliops. It is not indeed written with 
fpirit or elegance. " The king having fixed 
particular attention. Sir, on the importance 
of your funftions, and of the advantages he 
gathers from your duties, as from that of 
religion, your edifying conduft, and your 
daily caresj his majefty orders me to inform 
you, that he defires, that you would the 
greater part of the year refide in your diocefe, 
and not quit it without having firft obtained 
his permiffion. You have given. Sir, top 
many proofs of your zeal for the king, that 
his majefty fhould not be perfuaded that you 
will fully enter into his views with a warrnth 
equal to their juftice. The intention of his 

majefty 
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inoajcfty is then, that whenever you arc 
obliged to abfent yourfelf from your diocefe, 
you will firft inform me of it, as alfo of the 
tfm? that you think your afHiirs may call you. 
away. It will be alike my duty, and my plea- 
fiire, iinmediately to convey to his majefty 
your wifli, and to inform you pf what he 
jhaU pleafe to decide.'* 

This circular letter produced feveral plea- 
iant attempts to ridicule it. The bifhops them- 
i^Ives only could confider it as unjuft. How- 
ever long thc^i^ period m2^y be found to an 
^fthmatic reader, and however ill the whole 
may be written, no wit c^n deftroy th^rea- 
fbnabienefs pf it*s objeft ; whether regarded 
in a political or religious light. But the fad 
was, that the bii^Pps had too long familiar- 
ifed themfelves to the diflipations, intrigues, 
and pleafiires of Paris, to prefer a refidence 
in their diocefe; far from operas, and opera 
^Is. They perhaps were defirous of re- 
forming the modem Babylon by the re£tetudQ 

Pf 
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of their conduft, the fimplicity of their man- 
ners, and the evangelical purity of their 
lives. But, alas ! a French bi(hop at Babylon, 
was a mere Babylonian. One of thefe 
tttion'Sr?" bilhops, who had in the early part of his life, 

Bilhop ^ • ^ 

obliged to been brought up very diftaht from the metro- 

quitF:ant. Dry 

polis, in returning to his diocefe, in cohfc- 
quencc of the king's order, who had cenfured 
his refidence at Paris of feveral years, faid, 
** I paffed the greater part of my life 
in defiring to fee Paris; I am now going to 
pafe the reft in regretting it's lofs." Siich 
were the mundane delights which attracted 
the meditations of the fpiritual paftor ! 

Among the beft fatirical pieces which the 
minifterial letter (which refcmbles a lettre de 
cachet) jiroduced, is to be diftinguifhed, a 
petition from the young Demoifelles of Paris, 
to the Baron of Bretueil. It is too long^ and 
indeed improper for the public eye; but the 
clofc of this petition of the cdurtefans i% 
too ftriking a reprefentation of the manners 

of 
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of [the clergy, to be paffed over in filcnce. 
It is as follows : 

— — — " Yes, my Lord, ourgreateft profits, Petition of 
our moft certain revenues, proceed from the ^^.^"^ 
clergy. Their wealth is eftimatcdinFraiiceiatpiriiT °™ 
one hundred and twenty mHRons oflrores hicome ! 
Well! The half, perhaps, pafles into our 
hands, which'afterwards i^^ cbhtinually gfven 
to the government by the* multitude of it*s 
Ipies and officers, who are unceafingly har- 
raffing us. In exiling the bifhops ftom Paris, 
you immediately flop this' circulation, not 
only that part which proceeds from them, 
but from their croud of fubalterns, and at- 
tendants, fuch as reftors, curates, abbe«, 
clerks, fecretaries, agents, and train bear- 
ers, of all which, eveiy bifhop has at leaft 
twenty. There is a general emulation 
through all the ecclefiaftical body both fecu- 
lar and regular, to imitate, their bifliops. 
It is not eafy to calculate the efFefts of this 
emulation, which muft now be extinguiflied 

m 
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in a remote retirement. The prelates after . 
having gradually accuftomed themfelves to 
every fpecies of luxury, will now give them- 
felves up to another paffion; to that of ava- 
rice, which, when the other ceafes, always 
rules over them^ and which, according to 
Mably, is the moft pernicious to the nation. 
** All this confidcrcd, your lordihip will 
pleafe, to revoke the letter of exile of the 
biftiops, and fiiffer them to return to Paris, 
where they will be infinitely more ufeful . 
than in their dioccfe/' 

The Clergy jp thc bifliops did not aid the caufe of reli- 

in the con)** •li* t* ** 

mon caufe. giou by thcir own morality, it is apparent 
that they were extremely zealous in the 
common caufe. They ever attrqfipt^d to 
ftrengthen their alliance with the gpvern- 
ment, and informed the court from their 
pulpits, that religion was the bafis of empire. 
It was thus in June 17 72,. that the bifliop of 
Treguier, in his fermon, difplayed and at-. 

tacked 
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tacked ^c growing impiety of France, and the 

A Bifliop 

tolerance of which, our orator confidered as a f^t"^^"^ 
national crime, fince through this miftaken^hcuS^of. 

Church an^ 

tendernefs, at every hour, it was extending ^^*^^- 
it's dreadful progrefsy and ihfeding the whole 
kingdom. — So far the . true pbilofophet may 
agree with the bifliop. But it is rarely in his 
power to continue with one throughout a 
* "wbok fermon. The cloven foot of worldly 
fordidnefs, always peeps out from beneath 
the purple robes of epifcopacy. So it was, 
at Jea/t, with our bifliop ; for he divided his 
fermon into two parts. In the firfl he proves, 
Jibat religion does every, thing for the flate\ 
and in the fecond, infinuates, that the Jiate 
Jhould do every thing for religion. This needs 
no other commentary but that which pre- 
fcnts itfelf to every thinking mind. In fbme 
parts of this fermon it appears, that he laid 
a great ftrefs, with an epifcopal haughtinefs, 
on that vile prejudice — the honour of a nobk 
hirth. Such doftrines fliew as little good 

3 fenfe. 
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fenfe, ,as they evince morality. ' A bi/hop 
ihould .now preach in a very different ftyle 
to that which was ufed for the good people 
of the laft century. He fliould recoiled that 
he is addreffiug liimfelf to an affembly of 
men. 

The^««ry, Jj^ 1 784, a flcw fubjeft for the difhonoiir 
J^Jloflhc of the clergy, appeared in the remonftrance 

great Al- 

of the parliaffient of Paris, againft the Car- 
dinal de Rohan for his mal-adminiftration 
of the hospital of the ^inze-^Fingts. Tixis 
remonftrance is replete with fafts fo minute, 
fo circumftantiated> and {o numerous, and 
indeed of fuch public notoriety, that it 
became an indilpeniable duty to prefent his 
majefty with the horrid pi6hire.. Thefe fa6h 
are of three kinds. The fii-ft concern the 
defpotifm of the great almoner ; the fecond, 
on the deficiencies of his affets, by which it 
appears that he could nob account for a 
fntUion of liyjreg ! ajad the third, prove to 

w^hat 
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what an excefs of licentioufnefs that reli- 
gious houfe had arrived; in that afylum of 
penitents, npthing was to be found but fcenes 
of lewdnefs Jiad horror j nor the church, nor . 
the altar had been {pared ! 

Thr intrigues of the clergy fiirniflied scandalous 

anecdote. * 

continual matter fox the town- talk, ai^d 
every day produced a faint who acted like a 
mere heretic. In 1 7S5, the bifhqp of C— i 
afforded fome mirth to the fafhionable 
circles. This prelate became* paffionately 
fond of the wife of a coachman of the 
Count d'Artois. What an honour for the 
honeft wife of a coachman to receive the 
embraces of a bifliop ! How could a catholic 
fair refift {o much love and dignity ? The ap- 
pointments of our lovers were fixed at thofe 
hours when the huiband was employed in 
driving the count. It happened, however, 
that the coachman was informed of thiir 
rendezvous, and returning home at an un- 

z ufual 
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ufual hour^ fbrces the do6f, and diicoveffs triy 
Lord, the bi(hop, Ivithout his pontifical ha* 
bits. He thrcateiis fevciy thing, and the 
prekte trembling for his diflionotir, grants 
every thing. The Coachman lajfs his dafnages 
at a thoufand crowns; and returns with the 
bifhop's dfaft to his carriage. In the rtiean 
time the count had been obliged to mdke ufe 
of another; our coachman implores on his 
knees his forgivenefs; tells the ftory and pro- 
duces the note. The count laughs; takes 
the note, and haftens to amufe the Royal 
family with the epifcopal frailty. The queen 
laughed ; but his Majefly ordered that the furti 
fhould be doubled, and exiled the bifhop to 
his diocefe. 

But we leave thcfe fcaridalous anecdetes 
in which we have fometimes inciulged. The 
harveft was fo plentiful as to invite the fickle 
ofteher than we wifhed. it is greatly to the 
honour of the biibop o^ Amiens a virtuous 

prelate 
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prelate, that in 1785, when the court fcifid 
every opportunity of rendering itfelf mafter^^^^^, 
over the aficmbly of the clergy, the bifliop ws r?ghtl'" 

and yields it; 

oppofed it with a refolute perfeverance, of 
which the debauched and fervile ecclefiaftics 
of Finance give fuch few proofs. The court 
had contrived to have this afTembly compofed 
of thofe prelates, who were its minions. Of , 
this number they wanted to exclude the 
worthy biihop of Amiens, who was to un- 
tradable for their purpofcj but this eccle- 
fiailic refufed to confent to the wifhes of the 
minifter; he declared it was his turn, and that 
he woqld maintain his right. The decifion 
was given in his favour. He then faid that 
he was fatisfied in having maintained and. 
made known the right of his feat, and that to 
prove that he was not guided by any view of 
ambition or turbulence, he renounced appearing 
in the affembly. This was very gladly ac- 
cepted by the court, who replaced him by 
the biftiop of Nbyon, who was toq complaifant 

H not 
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fitit to receive all its inftru<5lions. If tbc 
bi/hop of Amiens is to be applauded for his 
mairly condud: in aiTerting his right, he i$ to 
be; cenfured for not occupying his place, with 
the farpe dignity he had obtained it. But he 
vvell knew that to combat with the court;, was 
to fight with a Hydra, whofe heads he could 
never diminilh, but who probably might have 

done fome injury to his own, 

« 

But if thefe aflemblies of the clergy \ycrcs 

generally compofedof the creatures of the 

The Court ^^"^^' ^^^y^ in .their turn, were to be in- 

fubtcr^c? dulged in certain matters. It was thus io 

to humour 

tbe clergy. 1 785, that a dccree of the King's council, 
dated the third of June, fupprefles the new 
edition (that of Beaumarchais) of the complete, 
works, of Voltaire. ^ This was a gratification 

^ given as a douceur to the clergy, who, at 

this moment, were afiembled to make their 
ufual gift to the king. But to what amounted 
this illufive gratification-^ Beaumarchais hadi 

already 1 

I 
I 
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already been permitted publicly to fell all His 
copies above three months anterior to the 

edi<5fc; yet it was publiflied with all poffible 

ft 

parade. Two copies were pafted at the door 
of Beaumarchais* The fuppreffion is faid to 
be made becaufe* a part of thefe works is 
inimical to religion and morals; and tending 
to (hake the foundation of order, fociety, and 
all legitimate authority. All printers, book- 
fellers, diftributors, &c. are commanded to 
bring their copies to the government.— But 
the edition had been already fold! New 
cfForts^ were, however, made by the arch- 
bifhop of Aix and others, to fupprefs this 
edition: In their remonftrance they fay, that 
they faw with grief the editor induftrioufly 
multiplying editions at a low price, that every 
plafs of fociety might purchafe them, fo that 
none can efcape corruption. Another edidl 
was fent forth in coofequence. Beaumarchais 
had then received a confiderable number of . 
copies; but the farce was fo well aded, that 

H z before 
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before the police examined his warehoufes, 
they gave him notice of their intended vifit 
Icvcral days before they came! To fuch 
mean fubtcrfuges did the court fubmit itfelf to 
preferve and humour the friendfhip and aid of 
the ecclefiaftical power, 

Tbc ^pcrfc. Among the many important caufes which 
thS^S of produced the revolution, is to be numbered 
lion of the that of the perfecuted Proteftants. and the 

Clergy. ^ 

continual attempts of the clergy to opprcfs, or 
rather to annibiliate the race. In France, the 
proteftants (as in England the diffenters) were 
deprived of their privileges ; and a marriage 
between a proteftant and a catholic, did not 
hold good. Often did the papal thxmdcr re-^ 
found from the pulpit. In 1785, a preacher 
at Paris ftrongly exhorted the good people of 
France to conftrain their proteftant fellow 
citizens to educate their children in the 
catholic religion; by this means, obferved 
the furious prelate, the future generation will 

be 
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be puriJUdy and the 'uohok race will be finally 
extinguijhed. This fenatic, (can it be cre- 
dited ?) made friends by this dreadful exhor- 
tation, among a part of the clergy. Such 
maxims were, however, the laft ftruggles of the 
expiringecclefiafticalfa<aion of France. The 
Protefiants have greatly contributed towards 
the revolution and it is them, perhaps, who, 
under the protection of Necker, himfelf apro- 
te/lant and their patron, who have been the - 
fecret fpriligs of that treatment which the 
catholic clergy have received. , 

It muft alfo be remembered, that the The w»«r 
higher clafs of the clergy opprcfled the lower. ^"^^ ^^ 
Thefe, confiftiiig of an army of Curh and 
Vicaires^ had a great afcendancy over the 
minds of the people ^ and it is but natural to 
fuppofe that the opprefled would not fpeak 
favourably of their oppreflbrs. There is no 
doubt that ^e archbifhops, the bifliops, and 
the cardinalSt ivere painted in their true 
H 3 colours; . 



Digitized by 



Google 



IQ2 C'L E R G Y. 

colours; and that their indigent agents did not 
fee without indignation, the lazy opufeoce 
and uncvangelical voluptuoufnefs of their 
lords. They procured all the publications at 
Paris againft thpm, and induilrioufly coni'- 
municated and explained them to their parifh-' 
ioners. Necker was fo ftrongly perfuadcd ot 
the power which the lower clergy poffefled 
Neckcr'i over the people^ that he faid, when in place, 

onjthc Wcr ,, J^ Jg ^J^J^ ^J^^ J^^^^ ^j^^^ ^^i^X I wiU 

humiliate thefe cardinals and archbijhops^ and 
will reduce them to what they were in the 
frimitvoe cburcbJ' He never renounced this 
projefl:; and this projedl has been fully ac* 
complifhed! 

The following* anecdotes and obfervationi 
clofe this article with propriety. They bring 
forward the refpedtable miniftcrs of religion. 
Two of the anecdotes we have already 
noticed; but as they are given in rather a 
different manner it will not bcjlmproper to 
prefent them here as we received them. 

The 
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The French bifhops during the clofe of fhe 
reign of Louis XV. and the whole of that of^'^lo^'. 
Louis XVT. were divided into adminiftrativc 
and evangelical bifhops. 

The former were fuch as without any right 
bnfied themfelves in the management of the 
kingdom and its finances; thcfe meddling pre- 
lates always abfent from their diocefes, com- 
monly refided in the metropolis; crowded 
in the anti-chambers of minifters, cringed 
in the gallery of Verfailles, and entered 
into lall the intrigues of courtiers. Thefe 
bi(hops caballed to obtain the richeft bene*'* 
fices^ they wafted in pleafures, the patrimony 
of thft church and the poor^ abandoning the 
care of their diftridls to fubaltern hands, and 
imperioufly prefcribed to their clergy the laws 
of refidence^ which themfelves infringed in fo 
fcandalous a manner. At their head we mufl 
place the cardinal Lomenie, who was all his 
life ambitious of the adminiftration of affairs, 
and when he obtained it, not only difplayed 

H 4 a per- 
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a perfed ignorance of all government, but 

haftened ftill more the fall of that of France^ 

by completing the diforder 6f its finances. 

Afiecaotet The latter were religious Pontiffs, confknt 

^kaiTu" J^cfid^^^* ^^ ^^^^^ dioceies, daily occupied in 

^*' upholding religion and manners, by their 

leifons and their example. The number of 

thefe ^a$ extremely fmall; amongft them. 

wc may diflinguiih, M. Beaumont, arch* 

bifhop of Paris, M, De Herci, biftiop of jSt. 

Dol, M. dc la Marche, bifhop of St. Pol'de 

Leon, (whofe virtues England at prcfent 

admires) and M. de Machaut, bifhop of 

Amiens. This lafl had fucceeded in that fee, 

M* de la Motte d'Orleans, who fhone in the 

Gallican church, jin the latter years of Louis 

XV* and of whom, therefore, we fhall relate 

fome anecdotes. 

M. de la Motte d'Orleans, was a prelate of 

the mofl diflinguiihed merit, and the mofl 

exemplary life. Vice itfelf did homage to his 

virtues* When the concerns of the French 

3 Clergy 
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Clergy called him to Paris, he was accuftomed 
to vijGt the king at Verfaillesv Louis XV. and 
the Dauphin his ion, when they heard he was 
in the antichamber, would come and (eek him 
out in the throng of courtiers, and lead him 
into their apartment. After their conver- 
£ition, which the princes prolonged as much 
as poffible, the king himfelf would recondud: 
the prelate, and ufed to fay, embracing him 
when he took leaver pray God for me, 
Uihop, for you are a faint on earth. To aoui^'SStiZ 

gem of a 

Piety truly aneelick, and auftere manners, this k«^ >»*- 
/ / o ' ' mourcdpre- 

good prelate joined a gaiety of mind and ame- uin mone^ 

for hU poor, 

iiity of character, which won him all hearts. *^**w^^ 
One day his purfc, which was truely that of 
the poor, being exhaufled, he learnt, that the 
Ihtendant of Amiens, was to give a fuperb 
ball to the ladies of the city, his induftrious 
charity availed Itfclf of that circumftance to 
replenifli it. Inftead of retiring to reft, at 
ten o'clock in the evening, he orders thie horfcs 
to his carriage^ gets into it, and bids his fer- 

?ants 
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vtots drive to the hotel of the Intendant* 
The ball was commenced when the biihop 
arrived, at his fight the women, all fuperbl/ 
dreffed, fled on all fides, to.different parts of 
the hotel/ To ftop this difarran^ement, the 
Intendant intreated the biihop to ftep into 
another apartment, to fettle the matters 
' which brought him there. I have no bufi- 
nefs to treat on, fays the good man, I am 
eighty years of age, and have never feen a ball j 
J am contie therefore to yours; fo I beg you 
will reafiTcmble the ladies. The difperied an(| 
aftoniflied troop are coUefted with trouble* 
At lafi: they furround the bifhop, his gaiety 
encourages them, he is invited to dance: You 
dance ladies, fays he, and I rejoice at it, 
but in the mean while, my poor are without 
bread, and drowned in tears* It is for tholb 
who divert themfelves, to dry up their griefs^ 
behold their purfe, (ays the worthy bi(hop, 
you fee it is empty. We will fill it, my 
lord, reply the laQies, but on condition that 

you 



Digitized 



b^ Google 



CLERGY, 

you dance. Willingly cries the prelate. The 
colledlion goes round, and the fubfcriptions 
were confiderable: the bifhop is fummoned 
to the dance. It is true, fays he> that I have 
promifed, but I forgot to tell you, that there 
are two days in the week that I cannot dance, 
let roc fee what day are we. Tucfday, my 
brd. Sure, I am very forry, but that is pre- 
cifcly one of my excepted days, I muft there* 
lore put off my engagement, but ^ purfue 
yours, and I wifli you good night. 

There was commonly a company of the 
king's body guards at Amiens. One of them 
laid a wager, that he would fwallow a half- 
crown,, and did fo; but he fell feribufly ilL 
The faculty could not fucceed in making 
him bring forth the piece, and fomebody men- 
tioned the matter to the bifhop of Amiens. 
They do not know, fays he, the means to cure 
him, but I could tell them an excellent one; 
let them fend the foldier to the Abbe Terrai, 

I (then 
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(then miniftcr of finances) he knows how to 
get out money from every where. 
c..rv,,..« He was at Paris, when Madame Louifa of 
BiCpfttir- France, was made a Carmelite. He went to 

ifiogthebi- 

•«!»• vifit that princefs, who had juft renounced 
all the plcafures of the court, to bury herfelf 
in folitude. The parlour was full of bifliops 
and nuns. M. d' Amiens, placed himfelf in 
ii corner of the apartment, making obferva-* 
tions and faying nothing, and was fome 
time unnoticed* The princefs perceived him, 
and afked the prelate, why he took no part 
in the convert tion. ' I afk pardon, madam, 
returned he, but I was dreaming. Dreaming, 
returns the princefs, do me the favour, I en- 
treat, .to communicate your dream. The 
bifhop^ after fome intrcaty, complies. I 
dreamt, madame, fays he, that I was at the 
Gate of Heaven, St. Peter was infide, with 
his keys, and I without, obferving thofe who 
applied for admiflion. The firft who pre- 
fcnted himfelf, was a Carmelite, and Peter let 

him 
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him in without faying any thing. A fecond 
came and paiTed the Xame; a third came^ and 
Peter let him enter, but appeared tired; at 
length a fourth arrived, my God, fays Peter, 
we fee none but thofe fellows; pafs on. I thank 
you, iaid the princefs, for fo adroit a compli- 
ment, but continue to detail the fequel. The 
prelate refifted fometime, but his brethren, the 
bifhops, prefling him equally to proceed, well 
fays the prelate, I next faw a bifliop arrive ; the 
company all afkcd him eagerly what St. Peter 
faid. He faid, replied he, that on account 
of the rarity of the cafe, the folding doors 
fhould be opened; but afk me no more, for' 
I was myfelf, fo aftoni(hed, that furprife 
awakened me. The poignancy of the leiTon 
is as obviQus as the compliment. 

It h a diiguAing prejudice, worthy remark, 
in the French church, that the bifhops were 
perfuaded, that the epifcopal feats, and the 
rich abbeys, ought to be the exclufive pro- 
perty of noble ecclefiafticks. The govern-. 

ment 
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mcnt, which required in an^ officer of a tegU 
menti proofs of four degrees of nobility^ 
feemed to think like the higher clergy, with 
refpedl to the great l>«nefices* The nobility, 
but more particularly the nobles of the court, 
could alone obtain them. The court rarely 
deviated from this rule, and if we except fome 
undignified ecclefiafticks, who preached with 
eclat in the chapel of Vcrfeilles, and were 
recompenced by fcanty bifhoprlcks or abbeys, 
NcAiUtytbeWe may fay that nobility was the indifpen- 

Ibte title to 

cccicfufticai fible, and almoft the folc title to the great 

pfcfcrmcnt. >' 

benefices. Thofe who were happy enough 
to form exceptions, were not even well 
looked on by the noble prelates, who gave 
them the indecent title of bijhops of fortune^ 
as in a regiment they ftile officers of fortune y 
thofe who by their merit had obtained the 
dignity of Knights of St. Louis. They even 
frequently, nay very frequently, formed 
cabals to depreciate in the king's mind, the 
merit of an undignified ecclefiaflick, in order 

to 
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to deprive him of the benevolence of the 
monarch. When the Abbe de Beauvais^ a 
fimple prieft of Cherbourg, preached at 
Verfailles, in the Lent of the year that Louis 
XV. died, he thundered with energetick 
fi)rce, againft the corrupt lives of the great, 
and particularly of courtiers ; he reprefented 
to the king, corruption propagating itfelf 
firom his court into the provinces,- infedting 
the prefent generation, and prefaging to the 
future, the evils it now experiences. He did 
more; with that courage and freedom, which . 
the fandity of his office infpired, he ventured* 
to difplay Louis XV. to Louis XV. him- 
felf, when he painted to him the glory of 
Solomon's reign, fo long as he continued wife, 
and the degradation into which he-fell, when 
women had corrupted his heart. This* holy 
audacity made all thofe, who were ihterefted 
in the continuance of thefe diforders, trenible. 
All the court leagued againft the orator i the 
fiivourite Sultana, who dreaded the flight of 

her 
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her royal lover, put herfclf at the head of the. 
cabal ; the king alone held out, and defending 
the preacher, by faying, he had performed 
his duty, conferred on him the biihoprick of 
Senez. 

U Abb^ Maury preached with the fame 
energy before Louis XVI. To prove the 
reigning corruption, he aiTerted in the pulpit, 
that thirteen thoufand baftards, were born 
that year in the metropolis; the king was 
aflUrcd that the calculation was exaggerated; 
the Abbe Maury proved minutely the juftncfs 
of his calculation, but Louis XVL ncvct 
knew firmnefs, and accordingly the Abb^ 
Maury was not a biihop. 

If truth was unpleafant to the courtiers, it 
was not lefs fo to the greater part of the 
French Bifliops. In 1775, the clergy being 
affembled at Paris, the Abbe Maury was ap* 
pointed to pronounce before the bi/hops, the 
clogium of St, Auguftine. The plan was vaft, 
and the matter abundant, but delicate. The 

preachcF 
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preacher fettingafidc ill rcfpedl for men, gavic 
tL fpring to his getiius, And painting with the 
pencil oftFUthi he boldly traced in the life of.his 
faint, what the church, has a rjght to require 
from ft bifhop, and what a bi(hop has a right 
to expe6t from the church^ The lively and 
(mergetic llrokes of the Abb^ Maury, devel- TheBiihopi 
loped the immenfe duties of the epiicopacy, a paniiei 

drawn of 

ttnd the glory acquired by him who ha8jj?5^^%^;;j. 
worthily accem^pliihed its fun^ons* The 
whole audience was enchanted with the manty 
and courageous eloquence of the «raton ' 
The prelates alone were difcontented. They, 
doubtlefs, dreaded the parallel which any one 
nught form of their lives, with that of St. 
Auguftine, and the infinite diftance w'Sich 
muft naturally be found between their con** 
dud and that of the bifliop of Hipppne. In 
fhort, except the archbifhop of Paris and the 
bifhop of Senez, they aU refufed to fee the 
Abb^ Maury after the fermon« 

Thi$ orator fo highly diilinguiihed in the 
I coaftituent 
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confiituent afTembly^ deferves that we fhduld 
here mention, that when Ke began to fhine 
with fo much eclat in that aflembly, {he 
archbifhop of Bourdeaux, then minifter of 
juftice, wiflied to make him accept a mitre. 
No, replied Maury, I (hall not accept the 
king*s nomination, I mufl: fpeak the truth, 
and that with courage; and, therefore, I muA 
have no biftiopric, unlefs you would have it 
faid, that I ha\ne been gained over by the 
king, and, confequently, the value of what- 
ever I may delivei" be under-rated. 

Another abufc of the high clergy of France, 
formJ'«rc.^^^ their rage to overturn* the Abbeys, or 

nuouflf dc- . - ,. . . . . ^ . . 

mancfcd by otncr reJigious communities, not perceiving 

the prrlatcs . 

^">/' •^"S; that it was the height oif impolicy to engage 

venues, the government to touch one part of the 

edifice, and by that very means teach it that 

ilnce power reached to the overthrow of one 

portion, it could equally deftroy the whole. 

Yet had thefe reforms been demanded by the 

prelates, with a view of public utility, we 
* ■ »• • 

3 might 
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inight have applauded their ^eaU but the 
greater part called for the fuppreffion of cer- 
tain Abbeys^ only to add their revenues to 
their fees^ or, perhaps^ to their chapters* 
Others agam did not fiipprefs the Abbeys, but 
drove out the monks to inake room for can- 
nonefles. There vi^as durihg the reign of Louis 
XVI. a general madnefs of diflodging meil 
from the convents to replace them with 
women: The queen and princes had buficd 
themfelves much in multiplying thefe gallant 
eilablifhments ; for it muft not be fuppofed 
that thefe cannonefTes were obliged to lead a 
(blitary and conventual life ; they lived in the 
world, drcfled as other womcn> and were only 
diftinguifhed from them by a fuperb cordon, 
which they wore as a fcarf, and a crofs either 
of gold or enamel. This decoration, at once 
£mple and noble, flattered their pride the 
more^ as it was a public mark of the nobility 
of their origin^ for by another abufe, admiffioa 

I z into 
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into thefe female c!hapters was refufed to all 
thofe who were not noble. 

Here we muft add, that M* dc Beaumont, 
archbiftiop of Paris, would never confcnt to 
thefe innovations, and refiiled Louis^ XV. 
many times when that prince fought to intro- 
duce them in his diocefc : The afchbifhop 
of Rouen, and the bifliop of Coutance, per-* 
mitted them j but folcly where they tUmed to 
die advantage of the poor, or of public educa- 
tion. 
The bi0iop A bifliop, of whom we muft fay a't^rord, 

•fAutuo. * ' 

is the femous bifliop d'Autun. If birth formed 
a title to epifcopacy, no one could claim it 
with more right, neverthelefs, whether it be 
that the unhappy Louis XVI. forefew the 
evils which he would occafion in the ftat;e, or 
that he did not wifli to introduce into his 
higher clergy, an intriguing being whofo chief 
merit conlifted in an acquaintance with the 
ftock jobbing of the Rue Fivienne, he reflifod 
a long while to nominate him, but the fee of 

Antun 
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AitfoQ becomiog Vacaat^ the king was again 
pcf fecutedf it was reprefented to him that the 
(bat 91 q^flioo, required a man acquainted 
wi^ dances* hncrauiie the biihop there^ was 
of right prefident of the ftates of Burgundy> 
and the king gave a reluftant confent. We 
Ijjuve ieen the part which this prelate a£ted Iq 
i(he conftituent aiTembly. His intimacy with 
Mjrabeau^ whom he attended at his death* 
proves the delicacy of his morals^ and as he 
W98 the only Hfhop vrho, in the airembly» op«- 
pofed th^ catholic religion's being declared the 
rdi^n ^ fbfi ^tf^ by this we> may judge of 
his. 

This prelate took the .civic oadi, andconie-i* 
crated the firft hifhgp infrus ; it is reported in 
Paris^ that he received fOjp^ooo^rowns for each 
i£ fhefe operations; but di^fe ^re accuiadon9 
to which his weU known avidity for money 
may have given currency and from which 
time alone can draw the veil which ftill cour 
C99l$ firpm us a multitude of d^k manqei^yres.. 

I 3 J» 
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SfaS ^^ ^ word, it appears that one part of tbo 
dif^.'*"^ French ccclefiaftics were more corrupted 
than any branch of the government* Thofo 
whp compofed thi$ party cnjc^ed enoraioiis 
revenues, which they diflipated in a lazy and 
effeminate opulence, and were uniformly the 
antipodes of decency and morality. At court 
intriguers; at Paris libertines; and in theifr 
diocefesjt defpots. 
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H E Court of , France, during the long introauao. 

^ ** ry obl'crva«» 

i«ign of Louis XV. becanje a theatre of theV^^'chS^^ 
moft refined intrigue and &ntailical levity. 
The French nobility former^)r had been dif- 
tinguifhed by their i^enjibility pf honour, and 
the elevatipn of their fentiments. If the cha« 
rader of a Sir Charles Grandifon, was to have 
been fought for among perfons of an exalted 
rank, the curious enquirer into human na^ 
ture^ niight^ perhaps, have found a femblancc 
of the ideal excellence, among thefe polifhed, 
and brave courtiers. It was the Regent, who 
jn the fhort fpace of about fevcn years, over- 
1 4 whelOTcd 
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whelmed the nation with a fuddeft deftrufUon 
of it3 wealth and morals. Jt w^s him who 
introduced the depravity, and cupidity^ which 
pervaded all ranks ; and, like a fubtle poifony 
corrupting the heart of the nation, difperfed 
jtfelf through all its- vejoa. The Regent him- 
- felf, indalgin<; the moft viplpnt paflions, was 
not to be reftraincd by the confines of reafbii 
and decency, and the well known fyftem oSfixf 
acFvcnturer Law, by him patronised and in- 
'i^^-* troduced, not only brought on * temporajy 
min; but gtrtr^tfrenEttona propcnfity for trom- 
mercial jobbing, of a nature the woft perniciT 
ouStd their mp^afe. A fktirifV bitterly called 
the mwRef^ of the regent ^^ ixrLFif e ss ^ that is 
iTie fee'B^c and' voluptuous difppfitions pf 
(he mother of aft vices. 

i^uis^XV. perfe6lcd tlie national depravitv. 
JLr'uxury, cfFeminacy, and fervility, were now 
the chafaderiftics pf the cpurtiers; an4 the 
mephitip air of cquRXrFAyoRjTisM, wa§ 
jfatal'tp the few who appeared jealous of the 
clpry pf their anceftor$, by in})erit|ng their 
^ ineriU 
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merits at the coil of incorring rtc^culc. The 
French nobility loft diat delicate fenie of 
honour which is the fource of the pureft rnaib- 
liers. That (enfibility had departed^ which re- 
garded a blot in their reputation l&e death ; 
and the ^lendid fycophant, like the leopard, 
looked on his blackeft fpots with an exulting* 
pride. The two great aims of the modem 
courtiers of France, fike ibme of another 
nation, were diflipation, and die means of 
repairing that diflipation. To obtain the 
firft, they purfued her through all the fan* 
ta(fical labyrinth of veriatile folly; and to 
accomplifl) the latter, they ftartled at no de- - 
pravity and corruption, which preiented itielf. 

Thp following anecdotes will afford a faith ^ i^^in^ 
fill, and perhaps a ftriking reprefentation of cence of ac 
the French court during the laft thirty years. 

The firft oVjca which offers itfelf, is the 
eftablifhed luxury of all the princes of the 
blood, which difplayed a magnificence grati- 
fying to t))e vanity and levity of the French 

nation. 
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nation, in its days of thoughtlcflhefs and fcr- 
vitudc; but at length found to be ruinous 
to the finances, and a fource of corruption and 
defpotifm, it is contemplated with indigna- 
tion. Tiie palaces of the brothers of the 
y ng, coft enormous fums, without coniidcr- 
ing thofe extraordinary cftablifhments which 
the monarch was frequently obliged to add, 
Verfailles offered the appearance of the rcfi- 
4ence of feveral fovereigns ; a p^acp for the 
king; another for the queen 3 apd two others 
for Monsieur, an4 the Qount d'Artois. Thefe 
two. laft, had the fame military eflablifhment 
i(S their majefties, Wherp in all Europe was 
a more deftruftive luxury to be fecn? An 
additional weight of grandeur, was ^Ifo Jaid 
©n the nation, at the birth of ^ Dguphin. 
At the moment the royal infant was born, a 
fimilar eftablifhment was immediately given 
to him, and the puling child in his cradle, 
was furrounded by all the fplendid appendage? 
of monarchy. It .was thus that the kings of 

France, 
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Prance, even in their cradles, became the 
fcourge of dieir fubjeds. But the birth of a; 
paupliin^ once communicated a rapturous 
.enthufiafm throughout the nation, as if they' 
were fearful, that a mpnarch would be wantr 
ing to their throne I 

We fliall now enter into an anecdotical 
detail, which perhaps can not be paralleled 
in the annals of frivolity. 

In the lummer of 1775^ the queen being s«n8«^^ 
dre^d, in a brown luteftring, the king good ^^^ 
liuinouredly obfcrved, it was *^ couleur de 
puccy^ the colour of fleas; and inftantly 
every lady would bfe dreft in a luteftring of a 
Hea colour. The mania was caught by the 
men 1 and the dyers in vain exhaufted them- 
iUves, to fupply the hourly demand. They 
diitinguiftied between, an old and a young 
^ca, ^d they fubdivided even the fhades of the 
|>ody oi this infeft ; the belly, the back, the 
|hig^, and the head, were all marked byvarying 

fhades 
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flittles of ikk colpur. T|iis preyaijing tk)^ 
provM&i td be tbe fafhkm oC the winter. Tho 
iNll40n <»f ik\k$. (am^ thoit it would be per- 
fli$:20u$ tft tlMlF. tradf ji (hey tbi^r^fore pre- 
&Qt^ Tsuiyi laJbiins to ker majc%, who having 
chofen one of a grey afhr-colour, MonAeur» 
fxciawed that it was the folcmr of her 
^^J^jf*s bairl {oime^ately th? fem, ceaie4 
to be fiivourites, and all wese. eager to ba 
dreft in the colour of her majeftfs bair, Ser- 
vanl;s^ wttt. &q^ off at the axomcnt^^ from 
f'oataiaebleau to Pari^ to parchaic vehretS| 
ratecn9f. and c]Qths of thiai coloun Tho 
cmreat pfice in the oiorhlng hsd b^en forty 
iivri^s per ell, aod it rofe to^ivards th^ eveoipg 
to the prk? of cighQr to ninety livres I Tlii* 
anecdote, frivolous in appearan^re, proves thai 
if the French king, then had bettef^s views 
and more good iibni]e than his predece|ror« tjh^ 
jCQurt was ftiU tih«. iaine a& under X^oqis XsVt 
little, trifliQg^ and volatile. 

Sqclx waj» dl)^ (y}atinued denj^ndi that ibixif 

of 



Digitized by 



Google 



TH£ "COURT- ^^ 

of her majefty^s Bair'ims aftUallly obtafinefl*by 
l^ribery^ and fent to the 'Gobelitis, 'to Lyons, 
and other manufa^ories, thstt theexaft Khadfr 
might be caught. 

In 1775, the duke of B-*-*4i, appears t6 ^^^ ^ ^"^ 
have carried every fpecies of luxury to an loui* xvi. 

for hit nc- 

enormous excefs. An opera dancer. Made- ''a^^^^^i* ^ 
moifelle la Guerre, was the Venus, whofe 
chains our duke exulted to wear in the moft 
public and moft (hameful manner. He ibent 
on this woman 800,000 livres. Louis XVl, 
being informed of ^this " Luxe de piitanlfme,*' 
(hewed him not only his marked diiapprdba* 
tion, but ordered him to retire to his eftate m 
N— — c. What was ftill more provoking, 
after our opera dancer had quitted him with 
the cooleft ingratitude, the excufe which 
the duke niade to the king, was, that as he 
had no hopes of a heir, and as he had a deadly 
hatred to the Count de la T~-r d' A-— -»-c, 
'who one day muft inherit his fortune, he kne<v 
no other mode of vexing this gentleman. It 

was 
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was fudy and is mbft probablci that the cluet 
motive of the royal reprimand^ was an in- 
decent comparifon between the queen and the 
Opera dancer^ of which her majefty had beeii 
kindly informed. 

The heir of the duke of Pcnthievre, and 
CutSoQtcpi. the only fon of this branch of the Bourbons^ 

taph on a • ^ 

^iflbhite died 1764, a viftim to his debaucheries, and 

yoiuif no- / ~' 

^"^ particularly to Mademoifelle MtW^ a mufical 
lady, and cdebratcij courtefan. The Pariiiah 
wits who laughed at every thing, made the 
following very ingenious epitaph, compofed of 
^ve mujicai notes^ which are fuppofed to be 
engraven on his tomb. 

Mi re la mi la. 
Mire has placed him there. 

When the miniiler was employed oil 
various fuppreflions to the detriment of cer- 
tain pobles who enjoyed thefe rights, the! 

marquit 
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tnarquis de Gironde, a confiderable penfioner 

and loCcr on this occaiion^ addrefled himfelf in Anobieauii 

wana to 

a veiy warm manner to Turgot, and faid, that ^^^ 
he had placed too blind a confidence in thofe 
who furrounded him, and having exprcfled 
himfelf with lingular rage againft thofe £^:^- 
nomijis^ who afting under him, were for 
ruining the juft rights of the nobility; one of 
Turgot's confidants irritated, interrupted him, 
by obferving, that in refledling on the agent* 
of the comptroller, he attacked the com.ptrol- 
ler himfelf, and the king who had chofen him* 
Our turbulent lord inquired who it was that 
ipoke. It was La Croix ; a great ftickler fpr 
the Economifts. Give me my cane, replied 
ihc marquis, that I may mafTacre this fellow, 
and liberate France from a rafcal, who is for 
overturning and troubling the peace of the 
nation.-— This was in 1776. What would 
the marquis have faid in 1794? 

About this time (1776) there prevailed a 
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great pafHon for horfe racing. It wsji tlie 
Anglomania. Great bets were depending at 
every courie, and the noblemen turned jockies, 
and rode their own racers. When the count 
de Lauragais, a diilipated young nobleman, 
kor(enciog appeared at court after a loh^ refidence ki 
England, the king coUly inquired, where he 
had been for fome time ? — In England, the 
count replied — What did you do there? 1 
learnt there, pleafe your majefty, to tbmk—^ 
jof borfeSf retorted the king. 

The nation, indeed, frivolous as they were, 
faw with . indignation the behaviour of the 
duke de Chartres, (Egalite) and the count 
d'Artois. Thefe princes not only aflbciated 
with their grooms, and entered into all thofe 
fcandalous combinations which this Ipecies of 
gaming offers, but treated the people at the 
courfes with the moil ineffable contempt and 
favage ferocity. With Angular aftivity they 
ufed their whips on the fpedators as well as on 
their horfes; and not only encouraged the 

officers 
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tifficcrs to pcrfeciite .the crowds but employed 
iuch groflhefs of fpeech and offenjSve oathsi 
that flicwcd thcfc princes were not unfkilled 
in the. language of the vflcft part of the nation; 
It was an edifying fpe6bcle to fee the duke of 
L9U2ern running againft Mi de.Fenelori; the 
laft fell from his hor(e> broke his ann> and 
Ibfthis wager; The fame gentleman betted 
with another nobleman^ who could reach 
Ver/aiUe6 and return to Paris the quickeft in 
a iingle horfe cbaife. The horfe of the firft 
died at Seve^ and the other expired in thsf 
ftablo at PariSj a few hours after his return i 

THEiE frivolous, and debauched courtiers, P«^n.n 

I - rncw among 

not fat]$fied with exereifing their inhumanity ^''^^*°'*"- 
dn their horfes, expofed themfclves to the 
derifion of Paris by other kinds of races; The 
duke de Chiartres, the duke de Lauzunr, and 
ike marquis of Fitzjames^ betted five hundred 
louis who Could iirft reach Veriailles on foct. 
Lauzun gave up the foot-race about half-way ; 

K Chartres 
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Chartrcs about. two-thirds. Fitzjames arrived 
in an exhaufted ftate, and was faluted as con- 
queror by the count d' Artois. He, how- 
ever, like a hero, nearly e^iring in the 
atms of vidlory, called for a bed, and was 
immediately let blood, and .got his wager, 
and an afthma. It was in this manner tl^ 
princes of the blood, the'defcendcnts of 
Menry the Great, paiied their days, and it 
. was thus they gave to a def{>airing and op- 
preffed people, thofe hopes of profperity and 
amendment which' now: became at every 
hour neceflary to fuftain their exhaufted 
mifery, and to ftill their frequent murmurs^ 
AG Racing. We obfcrvc afterwards, that not iatisfied 
with horfe and foot racing, by the courtiefs, 
the queen had others by ajfes. She animated 
by her prefence, the countrymen in. the 
neighbourhood, and the winner had for Ims 
reward, three hundred llvres and a golden 
thiftle; allulive to the plant to which /^f'x are 
partial. ' • 

Madame 
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Mabama Gourd an, nicknamed theWadmae 

Oaurdan the 

little Countefs, wa& the Mother Windforofwtlifor of 
Paris. This venerable abbefs, in 1778, tocom«a 

' ' bankrupt. • 

the aftoniihinent of her creditors, became a 
bankrupt. She proved by the moik regular 
accounts poflible^ that her oiitiftanding debts 
doubled the mone}' (he owed. ' At the meet-^ 
ing of her creditors ihe addrefied them in 
a ftnun of the moft natural eloquence, 
and the ienfibility of female tears, which 
melted on her withered cheeks* She iaid, 
ihe had long rendered herfelf eilential to the 
pleafuresof the metropolis; and had pafied 
her li£^ in the fervice of the public ; but that 
ihe had now faUen a vi6)im to her own 
gcnerofity. Of thcfuilic Ihe did not com- 
plain, for they had rewarded her maternal 
affiduity ; but it was to the courtiers (he owed 
hfcr ruin. They had perfuaded her to enlarge 
expences; to encreafe her eftabliihment; 
and to depend on their protedion. S]ie 
fliewed that various noblemen were in- 

. K 2 • debted 



Digitized by 



Google 



1^2 THE COURT. 

debted to her in the lum of three hundred 
and eighty thoufand livres ! 

While this was a prevalent topic of con- 
verfation, another bankruptcy took place, 
not Icfi fingular. The college of Dupleflis 
declared itfelf in a ftate of bankiiiptcy. It 
proved a balance in its favour, if the out-* 
ftanding debts had been paid. Thefe debts 
were owing from feveral noble families for 
the education of their children^ fathers^ and 
even grandfathers^ who had all been brought 
up in that feminary, but had not yet paid 
their falaries. 

What a diffolute nobility! they neither 
paid their preceptors nor their bawds ! 
A Philippic The duke de Fitzjames, as his name dif- 

againft the j ' 

Kam^ covers, was defccnded from that family, 
which emigrated with James 11. In the fol- 
lowing verfes, energetic and bold, is given his 
charaSer, which will be acceptable to fome 
of our readers. This duke had long ty- 
ranifed over the parliaments, and had 

ever- 
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ever Ihewn himfelf a worthy miniou . of 
court favouritifm. He often attempted to 
hinder them from addrefling their remon- 
ftrances to the throne. Their addreffes, in- 
deed, were always bold, and written in liich 
a manner as to awaken from his dream the 
moft voluptuous and lazy prince. 

Fib livligne du fang qui t'a donne naiflahce^ 
Profcrit de ta patrie, adopti par la France, 
Mlniftrc dctefte d*un monarque cheri, 
CdSe de decbirer le fein qui t'a nou]rri ! 
Contre V autorite du plus jufte de9 princes^ 
Toi feul aurois deja foulev^ ies provinces, 
]Si du.coeur des Frangois ta £irouch^ fiertS; 
£ut pu bsginir le zel^ et la. fidelite> 
Odieux ecranger ! apprends a te connoitr^ ? 
Louis feul» a le droit de leur parler en maitre, 
Pociles a fa voix^ redoublant leurs efforts, 
lis prodigucnt pour lui leur fang et leurs trefors, 
Lors que des pv^blicaiQS Tavidite cfuelle, 
Impofe fous fon pon) quielque charge npuvelley 
Fere tendrc» il permer 1^ plainte a fes ^niaps, 
n ecoute 1^ cris d^s peuples gemilTans { 
De fages noagiftr^ts fans blf^ffer la puiflance, 
Des Francois epuifes li^i p^ignent I'indigence : 
« jSenfible a leurs douleurs, attendri par leurs maux, 
^ adoucit pour eifx le fardeau des impots. 

K 3 Mais 
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Mais quand des vils flatteursTelTalm qui renvironne^ 
Ofe a la verite, fermerracoes du throne; 
Quand la France apper9oit, pour la premiere fois, 
L'appareil tnilltaire a la place des loixj 
Le foldat 6ffinen6, d'une main temerairc, 
D^ Themis profaner I'augufte faii6luaire ; 
.Et mettrcdaiis les fers, par un lache attentat, 
Lcs dcfertfeurs du pouple t;t I'efpoir 4c Tetat ! 
Le plus foumis fujet et s'indigne et s'enflammc; 
Coiitre lesvils auteiirsd'uaecoupable trame. 
Tremble ingrat ! le courroux d'un prince genereuK 
Sera le jitfte prix de^es exploits honteux ; 
Tu ferasa jamais par ta iiere impudence. 
La fable dc 1' Europe et Pborreur de Ja Fraiice I 
Le jufte deiefpoir-de ee peuple aux abois 
Armera contre toi le bras du roi des rois. 
Rappelle des Stuarts la deplorable hiftoire ; 
Vertueux,' I'echftfiaut Re ternit pas l^r gloire, 
' Barbarc, ils t'ont traci ce fonefte phemin ; 
Jndigne de leur nom 4^doute leur defti^ ! 

O fon unworthy of thy honoured birdi. 
Thy country*^ oi|tcaft, though by France received, 
Detefljed minifter of a king fo dear, 
Ah ! ceafe to tear th^ brcaft that cherifties ! 
, Againft the authority of a prince fo juft 
Already hadft thou raifed his provinces, 
If from the Gallic heart, thy favage pildc. 
Could wreft its zeal, and its fidelity. 
Ceafe odious ftranger ! learn to know thyfelf ; 
Louis alone fliall dare to be their mafhr : 
And docile at his voice, their effbns douWe, 
3MU proud to laviih a^l^beir l>loQd and treafures. 

Wli6» 
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IVben oft the publicans with cmd ihirily 
Beneath his name impofe fome novel tax; 
He» tender father, ftill permits his children^ 
Ta breathe their forrows to his royal ear ; 
And oft he hears the groaning people's cries ; 
Wife magiftrates, who yet refpe£k his power, 
. Of France exhaufted paint the indigence. 
He feels their griefe, he foftens at their ills. 
And makes more light, the nation's impofts dire. 
But when vile flatterersi like the fwami that now 
Dare clofe the throne againft the approach of trutbt 
When France now firft indignantly beholds 
The military pomp take place of law; 
The furious foldier with a daring hand. 
Profane the holy altar raifed to Themis 
And load with irons, (cowardly attempt!) 
The people's coupfel, and the nation's hope ! 
The meaneft fubje£t bums with indignation, 
And would deftroy the authors of the crime* 
Ungrateful, tremble ! know thy generous prince, 
.Shall hurl bis rage to crown thy fhameful deeds. 
Yes, thou fhalt be fupreme in favage pride, 
The fcom of Europe, and of France the horror. 
Know an opprefled people's juft defpair. 
Shall roufe the thunder of the King of Kings, 
Think of the dreadful ftory of thy Stuarts, 
Virtuous, the fcaflFold could not blot their glory. 
Barbarian, they have traced this path for thee. 
Unworthy of their name, yet diead their fate. 
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Ancc4otaaf Xhe marcchal duke de Richelieu, wa* 

the Duke of 

Richchcu. ajjQther rotten vine in the court vineyard^ 
The latter part of his days was confumed in 
a law fuit which kfted for feveral years, witt. 
^ Madame de St. Vincent,, with whom he 
had formed a clofe connexion, and h^vin^ 
given her notes to a confiderahle amount, 
reftifed' their payment, alledging that tjicy 
were forged. The unfortunate lady had more 
than once gained her caufe, but the decii^on^ 
of the courts were always annullecj by the 
intrigues of the duke. She at length periflied, 
a vi6tim to her protrafted (uit; and the fen-, 
fibility of her ancient lover was gratified, no? 
only by not paying his notes, but by breaking 
the heart of his fair adverfary. This fiiit^ 
however, proved nearly ruinous to him; for 
he had not merely to undergo the ufual ex-« 
pences, but to^ive confiderahle fums for the 
corruption of his venal judges. While he 
was thus employed, a Madame de Gaya, to 
indulge a barbaroifs vanity, reduced her 

family 
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family to a ftate of poverty, to make the duke 
Jier general legatee. She left him about 
1 50,000 livres. The attorney came to Paris 
to acquaint him of .his ne>v acquiiSticm. 
After a long attendance in the anticjbamber, 
our Gountiy attorney wearied, fent a meflage 
to the duke, that he had fbmething to com- 
municate of ia moft interefting nature. On 
this he was introduced, and a few words elo- 
quently explained his bufinefs. The old duke 
received the intelligence with great coolnefs, 
and fecetioufly obferved, that if all the 
Ivomen with whom he had an amour had left 
him their fortune, he (hould be richer than 
die king. 

•The legitimate heir afterwards attempted 
to have the will fet afide; as an aft of in- 
fyaitj, injuftice, and puerile vanity. Many 
thoii^ht that the duie himijblf would be the 
£rft to agree tQ this. But the duke perfift^d 
}n its execution. The counfellor of his ad* 
y^riary expofpd with eloquence and force 
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::thisunjuft ad, and attempted to make. the 
wduke blufi for his vain and fordid cupidity* 
^But the duke- only laughed and perfifled. It 
was in- vain to plead. 

What a horrid recapitulation pf his crimes 
^and excefles of all kinds am J going to 
tratifcribe! 

In 17775 the imhappy madame de St« 

-Vincent prefeuted a petition to the parlia-* 

.ment of a moft important nature, fince it 

.amply dilplays the dreadful ahufe of power 

of which thefe courtiers availed themfelves. 

She petitions the court of peers,, to declare 
all the proceedings and purfuits at. law of 
the marechal, to be annulled, as vexatious, 
.extortive, and injurious to the authority of 
the court, the laws of the kingdom, the 
freedom of the citizecis, the iafety of femilics 
and public order. She petitions a prohibit 
-tion for the duke's further relapfe, inlhexK- 
.ing a contempt of juftice, an abufe of power 
a licence of making nodturnaland militaxy 
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incurfions in monafteries, private. houfes; 
iearching the pockets, defies, and clofets of 
individuals; pillaging, carrying away, and 
iuppreffiug their letters and papers; inter- 
cepting others, confining perlbns to their 
own houfes, and concealing others in remote 
prifbns; and all this without any legal form 
whatever ; without the flighteft proofs of 
their guilt, but on the contrary, while the 
temerity of his accufations are evidently 
proved ; as alfb of bribing witnefles, who 
depofe againft him, perfecuting them by 
criminal charges, threatening and changing 
into witneffes thole of the accufed, whom his 
officers corrupt by proraifes, and liiborn by 
money, &c. ' 

The duke with liich licentious manners 
difplayed alfo in his very advanced age,, a 
lingular effeminated foppery, and with all that 
poliihed wit which a courtier, who had lived 
\inder three monarchs, can alone, perhaps, 

attain. 
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attain. The following two anecdotes exhibit 
this part of his chara6ler. 

In 1 780, the fafhionable folly confifted in 
wearing two watches. A watch, is not fb 
touch an obje6t of luxury, as of utility; but 
the frivolous Parifians, whofe pnly obje6l wa^ 
a ruinous magnificence, WQvld have two, and 
' • brnanaented with diamonds to an extravagant 
amoUjHt. The duke of Richelieu was one of 
thofc veterans of foppiflinefs, thus admirably 
.defcribed by Greflet; Th? poet felicitates 
timfelf fhat he is, 

Loin de tout iraportun Jafeiir, 

Et des hauts tons de la grandeur j 

Loin de cCvS troupes doucereufcs, 

Ou d' infipides precicufes, 

Et de petits fats ignorans 

Vif nnent, conduits par la folic, 

S'ennuyer en cercmonic^ 

Et s'endormir en complimens. 

This fafliionable odlogenarian, did not fail 
to adopt this modifli elegance. One day 
f^^, lie was dreliing, and his two watches 
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flaming with brilliant ftones, werd laid on 
his tabic, a court .adulator, intreated per-* 
miffion to adnmire and compare them in his 
own hands; this awkward flatterer dropt 
one, ind in attempting to recover it, let 
fall'the other; both the brilliant and fragile 
trifles were on the ground. Afhamed at hi:^ 
mal-adroitne/s^hc forms a thoufand apologies 
to the duke, who without being at all dif- 
concerted, fiiid, don't defpair, I never yet 
(aw them gofo well together. 

Among feveral of his bon mots', the fol- 
lowing one is remarkable for difplaying the 
genius of the times. Louis XVI. was felici- 
tating him on the recovery of his health ; for 
((aid the king) you are not young; you have 
fcen three ages. Rather (replied the duke) 
three reigns. — Well, and what do you think 
of them ? — Sire (was the duke's remarkable 
anfwer) under Louis XIV. nobody dared to 
iay a word; under Louis XV. they fpoke in 

whiipers 
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whifpers; under your majcfty's they ipeak 
loudly. 

Sfbtiijr"^ If fuch were the old, the young nobility 
it may be reafonably concluded, did not lefe 
parti^ripate in the wantohnefs, frivolity and 
unreflefting difpolitions of the court. The 
following circumftance will convince us that ' 
a general relaxation of decency^ had taken 
place in the manners of the courtiers. Their 
lujtury was too often accompanied with infb- 
lence ; and every day produced fome new j. 
circumftance to irritate and di{guft the popu- 
lace. It is proper to remind the Englilh 
reader, that when a perfon is dying, they fend 
in catholic countries for a minifter, to give the 
dying man the Eucharift and extreme unc- 
tion. The cuftom in moft pari(hes, was to 
precede the hoft by another prieft, who rung 
a little bell to announce to paflengers to make 
room, and to kneel. In 1780, the following 
anecdote made a great noife. The Prince 
I de L ic- 
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de Xi ' ■ fc (whofe name does not honoxir- 
ably occur in the hiftory of the Revolution) - 
witfi feveral noblemen and ladies, was re- 
turning from the country in the evening, in 
a coach and fix. As they paffed the Rue St. 
Antoine, the hoft was going to a dying per- 
fon. The poftillion ftopt his horfcs, but the 
coachman, encouraged by the prince and his 
noble companions, whipped them^ and dif- 
p6ried the holy retinue. The prieft, whofe 
office was to ring the bell, was an old feeble 
jnan, who had that day, paid fourteen fimi- 
lar vifits, aftd was foon overturned and 
wounded. This was a fubjed of loud mirth 
for the gay young courtiers. The populace 
burning with indignation at this public 
oflFence of decency and humanity, purfued 
the coach, and would certainly have avenged 
the injury ; the prince only efcaped by the 
fleetnefs of his horfes. 

The wounded old prieft was carried to his 
bed. The ecclefiaftics of the parifh Siffem^ 

ble. 
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bie, and in an addrefs to their Gure^ dtmina 
Sin immediate recourfe to the archbiihopy 
and at the fame time a complaint of the £icri- 
legions eripae. The Cure, having taken 
information of the criminals^, and finding 
them to be fuch powerful perfons, a long 
time refufed performing his duty. The 
Countefs de B . e^ mother to the prince^ 
is at length itifortned of the affair ; ihe im- 
mediately /ilenced all parties^ by an annuity 
to the prieft, and before |Jie police could take 
cognizance of this difgraceful behaviour^ 
She dfefired that the prince fhould bimfelfi 
apologife for his cond.u6t ; but this was 
refufed^ This, fo? fome time^ afforded a 
topic of converfation to the Parifians. The 
populace murmured, and could only blame 
the difhonorabie weaknefs of the Cure, who 
permitted a public tranft6lion of {o Ihamcful- 
a nature riot to be expiated by a public 
punifhment. The philofophers themfeives 
were not filent ; they not only felt a horror 

3 at 
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at the barbarity of the adliori, but they ei- 
a6ledy though vainly, thit a ftriking example 
of juftice, fhould reftrairi the Great whd 
were every day infulting the nation by 
their pride anJ wantonnefs remaining un-* 
chafliied; 

It was in vain that the nation niurmured, 
and the philofophers declaimed ; the prince 
de L c was grand Ecuyer de France. 
For iiich an officer to overturn the hoft, and 
break ah old man's limb, could riot be a 
Crime; Let us retnember, that this |)ririce, 
in the ^huilleries, on the 14th of July^ 
1789^ had not then loft the fame im- 
perious inhumanity; with a ftrbke from 
his iabre he mafTacred an unfortunate de« 
crepid old man« 

Another glaring infolehce of the nobility 
happened in 1 783. M. de Choifeul-Meuze, 
driving a chaife, by his oWn unlkilfiilnefs, 
entangled his wheels with thofe of a hackney 
teach. He immediately revenged his own 

L iU' 
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ill driving on the miferable coachman ; aftcf' 
having given him abotit twenty found cane- 
ings, the poor fellow, fmarting with pain 
and indignation, defended himfclf from the 
attacks of onr fiery young lord; when, this 
gentleman immediately drew the fword from 
his cane^ and repeatedly wounded the coach- 
xnaDy till be fell from the box. He was de- 
partingy when the populace affembled round 
him, and infifted on carrying the murderer 
to the coramiffary. This juftice, inftead of 
fending him to prilbn^ was (atisfied in fining 
him in a ium for the relief of the wounded 
coachman, and adding a polite reprimand. 

The report of the coachman's death, a few 
days after, excited the indignation of Paris, 
The parliament were greatly incenfcd at the 
fhameful vioknce of young ChoifeuL Seve- 
ral recent events of this kind, determined 
them to reftrain, by a public example, the 
cruel defpotifin of thefe arrogjint lords. 
They prepared a forcible remonftrance to hi^ 

jnajeftyi- 
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fesijcfty, to commute th« fine intrf a long 
imprifbnmctit; But how did this terminate? 
The powerful Choifeiils alarmed at the fer- 
ment which exifted in the parliament, ex- 
erted themfelves in dilperfing the pending 
ftorm. Their intereft and a little money 
prevailed ; the rqmonftrance was not made, 
Choifeul \t^as not piinifhed, and the hackney 
coachman remained unavenged* 

The pride of the court isj perhaps, ftrong- Madame re- 
ly charaaerifed by the following anecdote. ""J^^^t 
The French nobility we know will not blame ency. 
Madame for htx relblution in this affair ; but 
we addrefs ourfelves to the £nglifh nation. 

There appeared in 1779, ^ difpofition in 
the court to dildountenance the nobility for 
marrying into families, that could not boaft 
of as rich blood as themfelves; whatever 
other merits they might eminexttly poifefs. 
In confequeriC.e of this, Madame refused to 
accept for her Dame de Compagnie (maid of 

L 2 * * hon- 
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honour*) the Vifcountefe of Laval, bccaule 
her maiden name was Boulogne, and her 
father, though a treafurer, had raifed him- 
felf from a low origin. The Lavals, father 
and fbn, as the gentlemen of Monfieur, 
were piqued at this infult; they affirmed 
that the name of Laval had ennobled that of 
Boulogne^ and had taken away the blot of a 
humble birth. This was not acknowledged, 
and they fent in their refignation. When 
Monfieur, with a cold contempt and un- 
feeling dilpofition (which I underftand to be 
his character) laid to him, in his farewel 
addrefs. You do not follow the befi road-^ 
No, fir, replied the duke, but it is that of 
honour. 

m 

* In France vrtrt formerly njalds of honour, who at- 
^ tended the queen; but Louis XIV. having frequently 
chofen from among them feveral for his mijlreffis^ befides 
the lords of the court, who formed intrigues which occa- 
Coned difagreeable occurences; the quant became* meft 
intcrefted, and were the firft to demai^ that their future 
eftabliflxments might confift of married ladies-, which. 
culUm has been ever fmce wiirly obftrved. . 

But 
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But it feems while Madame refufed to 
Tiave an amiable lady, becaufe hjer father 
bad not been a nobleman; a Countefs of a 
different charafter was acceptable. It was 
the nobility of a perfon, and not his virtues^ 
or his taknts which rendered him acceptable 
at court. The countels of B — y, was dif- 
covered by her hufband, fleeping with a 
courtier. In the moment of defpair and 
rage, it is faid he attempted to deftroy hislady^ 
a child of eighteen months, and the adulterer. 
To ihun the future vengeance of her 
hulband, ihe had him bled and phyfickcd^ 
and declared a lunatic. This cruel derifion 
wounded his agitated fpirits, and his extreme 
fenfibility, preyed on his heart, till a fettled 
melancholy took poffeffion of his foul. He 
quitted his country, his corineftions, and his 
unfeeling confort ; and refigned himfelf to 
a voluntary exile. He firft wandered in e 
mofl deplorable flate, and at lafl fuddenly 
dilappcared. 

L3 Yet 
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Yct Ais woman, the horror of all fonfiblc 
nunds, the execration of all virtuous, was ad- 
mitted by Madame, to be her lady of honour, 
in preference to the amiable Dutchefs of 
lavftl. The remgnftrances made to the 
queepi by the family of the Noailles, that 
the pr^fi^rencc of Madame on this occafioi^ 
was fliamefully partial, and that it was ixidc^ 
cent to fiabftltute a woman of luch a cha- 
rafter, occafioned her majefty to addreli 
herfclf to Madame. Thefe two royil perfon-* 
ages could never agree ; and Madame only ' 
dully answered, that (he was alio miftreis of 
having b, favourite} a Madame Jules (Dc 
Polignac) as well as her majefty. By this 
retort and confeilion, it appears that a cha* 
rafter, fuch as this Countefe is reprefented 
to be, was adapted to become the favourite 
oid. Princefrl 

It i? veryneceffa^to add, that in the Livre 
Rouge, the following article appears. ' The 
reader is apprifed, that the articles, in the 

Livrq 
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Livf c Rouge are all authentic ; the ebferva- 
tions as they are called^ which accompany' 
them, are merely the produftiori of the 
perfon who was appointed to edite th? work* 
Thefc obfervations, it muft be acknow- 
ledged, girc ill written, and contain nothing 
butgrofs abufe. What we tranfcribe appeared 
in the original, and it will ferve for an ex* 
ccHent conimenfary on this favourite of 
MbnjSeur. Felicite Countefs of B— y, lady 
pf honour to Madame, a ^nfioiji of 100,000 
)ivresl!! 

The motives 6f this enormous penfion are 
not given ; though certainly at prefent Well 
known. We are informed that this lady 
now accortipanies the emigrant Princes ; (he 
Wats the arbitreis of the little court at Cob^ 
lentz^ and is' faithfully attached to the ferf 
vice of Mtmfieur^ 

A» acknowledged fa^ufite of the mini-^- 
fter or king of France, appears to have beeni 
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singijurA^ more adored than either. He reccivod at 

votions paid 

faviriteT every hour fome ceremony of this^ pplitigal 
devption ; his altar was ever burning with ' 
incenfe, and his eai- ever dwelt on the 
hymns chaimted by adulation. One.pfthefe 
demi-gods was M. de Vougny Maurepas* 

This gentleman was a perfbn of confider-* 
able fortune, and though he was occupied 
in no employment for himfelf, was by no 
meaQS an idler, as he had the aflairs of 
almoft every one to purfiie. The minifter 
Maurepas and his lady had conceived the 
warmeft affe(9ion for this amiable gentlec- 
map, and he was diilinguifhed by t^eir niime, 
in confequence of his friendfliip with th^m. 
His greateft pleafure confifted in travelling 
as rapidly as poffible, and almoft every day 
he effcded his twenty or » thirty leagues^ 
Haftening to the burial of a.ls^dy of qtialify, 
he found the hour late, and hurrying along 
fell into the graven fainted, and broke his 
leg. " WheQ thp company arriv-ed at tlte 
r' ■ - grave. 
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grave, they found to their aftonilhment, th^ 
living and abfent M. Voyguy, occupying the 
place referved for his departed frien4. 

Scarcely was this dreadfiul event known at ^^*^'*" ^ 

' J vourite 

P^is, but princes of the blood ; the naini- ^^hS 
fters, the courtiers, the adiofs, &c. &c. &CtF«it "^.: 

luGon 

haften to fend, and moft came pprfonaHy to ^^^^*^ 
enquire after the broken leg of the minifter'a 
favourite. Above four hundred perfbns, 
among which were ladies of all kindsj^ of 
\jrhom he was the avowed proteftor, fub-^ 
l^ribed their names to his lift ; and its peru* 
f^l greatly enchanted M. Vougny, and was a 
bpdm for the c'ure of his leg. This gentle- 
ipan \vas by iio ineans ready at bon mots; 
and though his fituafioii was not a very 
happy one for a ftroke of wit, he obferved to 
the grave digger, when he came to aflift him, 
that he gladly accepted his aid, for he did 
not defire to hindef any perfon from hi3 
place. 

.^ De Vougny was the iubjed of all thq 

politic? 
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polite (Circles at Paris ; tini his lift of four' 
Inmdi-cd, every hour iAcreaiing, he amufcd 
his confinement in reading the new names^ 
and making his commentaries on them. 

The Cotintcfs of Maurepas, was defirous 
in vifiting him, to give a new mark of her 
efteem for De Vougny, and his broken leg. 
She obtained on this occafioxi a Cr^ £f 5/. 
Louis for the brother of De Vougny ! Thi? 
brother had diffipated his fortune in the 
^oft extravagaht debaucheries. But becaufe 
M. De Vougny had a broken leg, and the 
Countefs folicited the minifter of war, the 
reward was imtnediatcly accorded ! Such 
were the bafe adulation and the gcneraj frit' 
yolity of the courtiers of France | 

The order of Among thcfc polifhcd idlcrs, and frivolous 

Pcrfever- * 

biift^^*J fentimantalifts, (for fometimes among their 
refinements, they pretended to that of an ex- 
ceffive fenfibility) it was propofed, to cfta% 
t)li(l> at court J a new (^der^ und^r the oaniq 

■ ' ef 
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jDf a?ERSEVERANCE. It was to con{ift of the 
Jadies and gentlemen of the court. The 
occupations of this were {imply to confift of 
amufement and gallantry. A brilliant tem- 
ple was to be erefted to this divinity, and 
three altars were to be raifed to honour, tq 

FRIENDSHIP, ^nd to HUMANITY. At th© 

Palais Royal, this projefl wo^s firft brought 
forwards, and the queen was to be itsf 
patronefe. Preparatory aflemblies were held, 
at one of which^ the celebrated Madame 
de Genlis, made an eloquent oration. 

The day after, at a horfe race, the Count 
d*Artois, loft confiderably, according to his 
cuftom. My lord, laid the Marquis of 
Coigny, they j^re much embarraffed to choofe 
a grand mafter for the order of perfeverance, 
yon are worthy of that diftin^lioq. 

But unhappy was the man who in the 
V^ntonnefs of his pen dared at this moment 
to write a dull epigram, or even a miferable 

piece 
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piece of doggrel againft a courtier. Ev£a 
Louis XVI. could excjrt, in favour of a dc^ 
bauched courtier, an exceffive feverity. A 
poor quatrain appeared againft the prince of 
Henin, captain of the guards of the^ count 
d'Artois. Under a coaffe point, was con- 
cealed hard truths relative to the fhipidity, 

' libertinifiii, and nothingnefs of this lord, 
who, conjie6k?4 with all the impures of Paris^ 
had e^fhaufted his vigour and his fortune, 

. Such as- this .poor epigr^ni is, the reader muft. 
have it, 



Depuls qu'aupres de ta Catin, 

Tu fais un role des plus Minces 

Tu n'es plus le prince d'Hcnin (des Nains) 

J^Jais feulement le Nain des Princes, 



The prin(;e was told that this poor qua^ 
train was written by the marquis de Champ- 
cpnets, governor of the Chateaux de Meudon, 
He complained of it to his matter, the count 
4'Artois, arid the marquis was condemned by 
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the king to be exiled during two year s^ and (Ix 
months imprifonment. It was well known 
afterwards that the marquis was not the au- 
thor of thefe punning rhymes. But fuch 
was the terrible defpotifm of the court, at 
that moment, that Louis XVL was made to 
a6l in this and a few other inftances, with all 
the ferocity of a dey of Algiers. 

A Court adulator, when hefouud his credit singnW 

ftracagemx 

on the decline, often difplayed an inventive utorr*'^'^ 
ingenuity to attraft the variable difpofitions 
of his idol. The comptroller general, ifi 
1776, perceived that he was daily lofing the 
good graces of the king ; to reinftate him- 
fclf in them, he employed a fingular turn. 
The comptroller, though lazy in the na- 
tional labours of the clofet, had difpofitions 
for thofc of the hand ; the king was alfb a 
lover of little manual operations." Our 
comptroller thought to regain his afFe6lions 
by rendering hinafclf (kilful in little pieces of 

. mechanifm. 
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nicchariifm, and particularly in the art of 
making locks and keys. For this purpofe he 
fcnt for two German lockfiniths, the moft 
Celebrated ories in Europe; Every morning 
our tomptroller was a docile piipil under his 
two German lockfmiths^^ and became fo ex- 
pert in the art of lock and key making,- that 
he was capable of giving his majefty new 
leflbns^ and gaining the admiration of the 
court I^while h« rematined in office; It 
is not probable that the locks arid keys of an 
ex^minifter would have been at all attended 
to. 

Another anecdote of a congenial caft, la- 
the following. It is the moft fmgular court!/ 
and parafitical fervility which the bafeft 
detainer of a great man ever arrived at. Th* 
minifter Machault had loft a little female 
grey-hound, which was a great favourite. 
Bouret, who pofleffed the fpirit of intrigue in 
thefupremeft degree, and whobad long fighed 
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to be noticed by the miniftcr, confidered this 
as the moft favourable opportunity, aud with 
an ingenuity, as remarkable as the littleaefs 
of xaind that .could have invented it, put the 
following fcheme in execution. He had 
every refea.rQh poflible made to find out- a 
fimilar one ; he finds one ; takes it home ; 
and drefles a puppet with a black robe, likQ 
that which the comptroller general, as 
keeper of the feals always wore. He trains 
up the little grey-hound to carefs this 
wooden comptroller, and never to eat till it 
had firft paid a mark of obedience to it# 
When he thought it was fiifficiently ufed to 
flatter the reprefentative of the minifter, he 
lea43 it to M. de Machault's houfe, and a$ 
the grey-hound faw the comptroller, he ran 
to hxm^ leaped on his neck^ and licked 
. his face, fo that the minifter believed it was 
• the fevourite little creature he had loft. It 
is very unneceflary to add, that a man capa- 
ble of paying fiich an unremitting attention 
3 to 
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to a dog^ was well adapted to ingratiate him^' 
felf by every fpecies of bafe fervility, in thd 
good graces of* a minijier. This gentlemail 
did fomething iimiliaf, though tlot fo wife, 
feveral years afterwards. It would be tedi- 
ous to enter into a detail df his itianoeuvres to 
captivate the kifidridfs of* the marchionefs 
of Pompadour and the monarch. This real 
courtier gained and fpent rtiillidris. The 
king having found a ffiot lii the wood of 
Sennar, adapted for a hunting rendezvous^ 
the drfful courtier bought the land, erefled 
an admirable lodge, known long aftef under 
the name of the king's lodge, atrid facrificed, 
it is faidj his fortune for the honour of re- 
ceiving his majefty, and to fee hiifi eat a 
peach. What is ftill mofe curious, at the 
very moment he wfis ertjoyihg the honour bf 
the king's prefence, his creditors were 
feifing on his furniture at Parig. This lodge 
by its magnificence and tafle, cofl a million 
of livres. When the king firft faw it, with 

a pleafuig 
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a [^eafiiig aftpaiftmient, a courtier obfervad) 
that his majefty fliould have a fimilar one. 
J a,m not rich enough, was the royal an 
fwer. * . / - 

■*. 
Among the .many ferious contefts whichAfinpibr 

difturbaoce 

have arifen between ,the courtiers, for thcj^^^b^ 
moft frivolous etiquettes, the following one is 
remarkable. 

At the marriage of the late queen of 
France with Louis XVL then dauphin, .a 
difpute which put all the court in a flame^ 
took place in confequence of a minuet. The 
king, partial , to the houfe of Lorrame, de- 
cided that a lady of that family ihould dance 
immediately after the princeffes of the blood. 
This depifion ahrmed the dukes. They di- 
reftly held a confultation at M. de Broglio's, 
count ai>d bifliop, ,as one of the moft ancient 
peers then at Paris. In fpite of the horror 
which the church muft feel on the fubjeft of 
dancings they difcufled, digefted, and com-* 

M poied 
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p6{td a memoir, which the prelate was td 
prefcnt to his majefly, with the grcateft 
fbleronity. Moft of the nobility had alfo 
(igned this curious remonjirance on the fub- 
jed of a mmuety to give it the more authority. 
The houfe of Lorraine, on their fide, pre- 
tended to a right to this prefogative, in con- 
fequence of others it had enjoyed from time 
immemorial. 

The king replied to the remonftrance of 

the dukes, by a letter remarkabjo^ for 

its barbarous French, humiliating apologies, 

and unkingly di<5lion. 

A finguiar Tfac Icttcr IS giVcn as a curious fpecimen 

illt7cr T of t>ad compofition, and Angular friVoKty in 

the letter of a monarch. 

- ^* The ambaflador of the emperor and em- 

preli queen,* in an audience which he had 

of me, has alked me from his mafter (and I 

am obliged to give credit to what he fays) 

that J would be plcaied to give foiAe mark of 

diilinftron to Madame de Lorraine, at the 

prefent 
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pf efent ftiarriage of my grandfbh with the 
drch-dutchefi Antoitiette. The dance at 
the ball beihg the only thing which is of no 
material confeqilenCe, fince the choice of 
the dancers, both men and women, only 
depends on my will, without any diftin6Hon 
of places, ranks, or dignities, except the 
princes and princeffes of my blood, who can- 
not be compared or placed in the rank with 
any other Frenchman, and not chufing be- 
fides to innovate in any thing ufual at my 
court, I believe that the great (les grands) 
and the nobility of my kingdom, in virtue of 
fubmiffion, attachment, and even friendlhip . 
which they have ever fliewn to me and my 
ptedeceilbrs will never do any thing which 
can difplcafe me, and above all in this pre- 
lent circumfiance, where I defirc to (hew to 
Ac emprefs my gratitude of the prefcnt (he 
has made, which I hope, as well as you, 
will make the happincfs of the red of my 
days/* 

M 2 This 
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This embarrafled letter, it is curious to 
obfervc, coiiiifts nearly oi ^Jingle period! It 
is probably his majefty was its author; he has 
no claims to the honour of being a fine writer, 
nor a friend to an afthmatic reader. 

The matter did not here terminate. A 
great number of ladies invited on the occafioii 
were abfent from the ceremony. The dukes 
held- aflemblies <hi this fatal minuet. It was 
under their patronage that a work which dif* 
plays uncommon erudition and tafte was 
publifhed. It is entitled, " An Eflay on the 
Rank and Honours of the Court.'' This was 
anfwered by the Abbe Georget, in a volu- 
miaous work, which * diiplay^ ftill more 
enidition than ^e former. 
ReflcAiont What a concatenation of frivolity does all 
tjiis exhibit ! The king-fuffers a pretty girl 
to dance a minuet^ and behold the nobility of 
France are aiTembled, draw up remon- 
iVrances, and. their ladies banifh themfelves 
from court. The king writes a mifcraUe 

letter. 
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left^r^ and two learned f€h6l[ars pfoduce \wo 
curious works--^and allichis for a minuift 



. yoi.TArRE.hasrperfediyicharaftcrifedthefev<>'«»^^^^ 
courtiers by twd admirable veries, who *^ ""^^^^ 



Vent en pofte a VcrfeiDc efltiycr des meprTs, 
Qo*ik levieniient foudain rendic en pofte a Pkris. 

Such were the timid, vile, and fervile 
courtiers. Difgufted and contemned at the 
court, they prawled in all the dirty and cor- 
rupt paths of intrigue; but haughty, vain, 
and infblent at Paris, they infulted the nation 
by an oftentatious magnificence, and a con* 
tinned ufiirpation of the juft rights of their 
fellow citizen^. 

Latterly when thejr poverty was greater The couiti. 

CTf nurrry 

than their pride, they condefcended to inter- i°^i?ht! 
marry with families who, without having""'*"' 
to boaft of the honours of nobility, had ac-- 
quired the immcnfe fortunes of commercial 

M 3 {peculation. 
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/peculation. The nobles wanted the monejr 
which the fmanciei!s ba^ accumulated, and 
the fmanciers wwted die honours of the- 
nobles. The financier caaoiily be regaided 
as a robber of magnitude, and the noble waa 
the receiver of the ftolen goods. When 
thefe lords married into obicure but rich 
families, they ufed to call this z&^ taking 
dung to fatten their ejlates. They too often 
latterly rfalfy diflionoured themfelves by 
fliameful marriages. Many pf the nobility 
were united tjd frojiitutesy ?L\iA opera dancers. 
It is , very probable that this became a 
fafhion in confcqueace of the example' of 
Louis XV. who placed almoft on his throne, 
a woman, who had been, at an early age, 
proftituted to the embraces pf the loweft 
claffes; but felefted by thq debauched taftc 
of this monarch, he exhibited himfelf and her 
as a fpedaclc to all Europe ; and paved the 
way to that execration which every honeft 
rnan feels, a^ the view of ^ diffolute, en^r*^ 

Yfited, 
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vatcd, and defpotic priacc. But tKc fun 
ftiine in which this herd of fplendid (l»vcs 
^afked and wantoned, has pad They 
lived. 



KeganSefs of the fweepmg whirlwind's fway, 
Thai huih'd in grim repofe, experts his evening prey. 

Gray. 



THEfoUowine anecdote will amufe the i*^^"":* «ju- 

O lator IS an 

poetical reader, and convince him of what, ©r ^JT"^ 

written 

perhaps he is ready to acknowledge, that a '^fi**"* ^'» 
vile flatterer at court is an unfair critic of 
thofe verfes which are not adapted to give 
pleafure to his patron or patronefs. 

The Duchefs of Polignac, being pregnant, 
to be nearer the queen, in order to pay her 
utmoft attention to her royal friend, iii the 
fiunxner of 1781, had begged of Madame 
de Bouflers, to permit her to rent her houfe, 
at Auteil, celebrated for its garden^ laid out 
in the Englifli tafte. This lady extremely 
attached to this little place, which had long 
M 4 fortne^ 
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formed her favourite employment, and not 
being defirous, however, of difobliging the 
powerful Dutchefs, anfwered her demand, 
by the following verfes. 

Tout cc que vous voycz, confpire a vas defirs, 
Vo8 jours toujours fereins coulent tlans les plaifirs^ 
L'eiBpire en eft pour vous Tinepuifable fource ; 
Ou fi quelque chagrin en interrompt la courfe^ 
Le courtifan, foigneux a les entretenir, 
. 9'emprefle a I'efiacer de votrc fouvenir. 

Moi je fuls feule ici, quelqu' ennui qui me prelle, 
Je n'en vois dans mon fort aucun qui s^iuterefTe ; 
Et n'ai pour tout plaifir, Madame» que ces fleurs, 
Dont le parfum exquis vient charmer mes douleurs. 

All that you fee confpire to your defires. 
Your life fcrcnely flows amid the pleafures. 
The empire is to you di' eternal fource; 
Or if fome little care arrefts its courfe 
The courtier, watchful ftill to guard it fair, 
Haftens to blot it from your memory. 
Here I alone, though many a care perplex, 
See none who feel an intereft for me, 
And find no other pleafure than diefe lowers, 
Whofc cxquifite perfume can charm ray grief. 

The Dutchefs of Polignac having fliewn 
thefe yerifes as an obliging turn Madame 

dc Bouflers 
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de Bouflers had taken to refufe her; the adu- 
lators of this royal favourite, found them ex- 
tremely bad, and imagined that in thii 
manner they might gratify their patroneis. 
The criticifins of thefe fatellites of this court 
planet, were conveyed to Madame Bou- 
fiers — I am lorry, replied the ingenious lady, 
for poor Racine ; for they are its. And in 
fed thefe beautiful verfes are to be found in 
the Britannicus, AQ, II, Scene 3. 

In 1 782, the moft interefting objed which cnormm 

bankruptcy 

prefents ifelf, is the bankruptcy of the Prince ''^ "J'*^'" 
de Guemeaee, the great Chamberlain of 
France, and the Princefs, the Govefhantc 
of the royal family. Often talked of, it 
found no believers, till the magnificent ruin 
appeared. "^THiey were continually making 
new loans, ' and as the confidence of the 
fenders did not fail, they were enabled, for a 
confiderable time, to pay their arrears, but 
at the fame time, enormoufly fwelled the 
2 mafs 
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nxafs of their debts. The publiq awakened 
from its delufion, no more lenders appeared; 
and a bankruptcy was announced, amounting 
to the amazing ium of twenty-five to thirty 
millions! This magnificent lord fuddenly 
difeppeared, and a general defolation took 
place at Paris ; fych was the number of hi% 
creditors, ajtidfuch.the cxcefsof the failure. 

The hoiife. of the Rohans, of whom the 
Prince was the head, were diftrafted, and 
the Prince of Soubife, fmce the fatal an- 
nounce, neither eat nor flept- The fteward 
of the prince was arretted, with feveral other 
officers and brokers employe^ by Jiim. A 
deci:ee of the king's council was palTed, to 
feize every thing belonging to the eftate. 
The life annuities which the baiikrupt PriuQe 
had granted, amounted to abovertwo million^ 
of livres. In this fum are incli^ded a con^ 
(iderable nxunber of penfions inade to mu-. 
ficians, fingers, opera dancers; for this mag-* 
niftccnt lord had ^ concert, 4 theatrQ, and 
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every other appendage of extravagamt ca* 
price, which might haftcn his ruin. 

On examination, his lady the princefs was 
found to have equally participated in the 
bankruptcy of her hulband, and had at leaft 
equalled him in every Ipecies of luxurious 
cxpence. She indeed, iK)t only received the 
wages for her attendjints and equipages, but 
{he expended them on her own private plca-^ 
iiires, and granted them Ufe annuities in 
their place. She now received her dif- ' 
niiflion from court, and the prince retired to 
Navarre, was there' retained by the order of 
Jiis majcfty, 

If the boufe of Rohan fek through all its a «?«€»» 
itfanches, difhonour and diftrafHon, on this ^'''^'^^ 
fsital occafion, there wj^s one at leafl who ' 
^ftppeared to glory in it. The great almoner^ 
brother to the Pf ince de Guemene, confidered 
this extraordinary bankruptcy as an honour- 
\>lc 4iftindion for his houfe. He (aid, tJbaf 
/4kr^ W4i only one king or one Rohan 'wb0 

(cuM 
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tould make an equal bankruptcy. And indeed 
it was obierved at the time, that the kings 
of Sardinia, Sweden, Denmark, Poland, and 
Naples, could not poflibly imitate the Prince 
de Guemcne. 

The infamous cohfblation of the great 
almoner was properly anfwcred by the M are- 
chale de Luxembourg. When (he was 
told by a courtier that the failure of the 
Prince de Guemene, was the bankrupcy of a 
fovereign ; flic anfwcred ; yes, but it is to be 
hoped it will be the laft a6l of fovereignty 
made by the houfe of Rohan. All the 
higher nobility indeed were not dilpleafed at 
this event, fo humiliating to the Rohans, 
whofe pretenfions and powers had long beeii 
the objeft of court hatred and envy. 

Several of this illuftrious family, attempted 
to feve the diflK)nour of their family, by re^ 
tirement. The Princefs of Marfan, it was laid 
in the height of court favour, withdrew into 
theirklbmcfolitude of a convent, and gave up 

her 
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her revenues to maintain the honour of her 
houie, if Jtwcrepoffible. But every dayex- 
poied fomc new infamy of fhfi Prince.^ ':Sinc<i 
the war he had erQplo3fed ..agents. at Bfcft; 
and in ahnoft all the ports, to feduqe tiie poor 
failors^ and other iea-faring perfbns^ Who 
returning home either with'priiies, or other 
profits, were deceived by an appearance of 
placing their little fortune to Angular advan- 
tage^ It Was thus he feized on an immenfe 
property, to fcrve him to pay his penfions to 
opera dancers. Such, however, was the 
violent' clamour among this honeft and rough 
clais, that the king thought proper to appeafe 
them, by an immediate diftribution of 
money. / 

On this occafion Mademoifelle Guimard, ^^'^^ i«t- 

' tcr of Ma- 

that refined courtezan, alike capable of every o'Sm^^to 
extravagance of debauchery, and grandeur <icOu«iie. 
of foul, as the anecdotes relative to her fuf-**'*^^^- 
ikiently prove, wrote the following letter^ 
which throws oyer the voluptupufheis of a 

prodigal 
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pitxiigal, a vcH of a delicate tcxturd. It 
renders engaging what ihould excite our ab*. 
horrence, and foftens vice of half its repxil* 
fion^ by taking away all its groflhefs. It is 
written with art ^nd elegance^ 

Letter from MademoifeUe Guimard, and 
other dancers of the opera to the prince, of 
Soubife« 

My Lorh, 
Accuftomed, I and my companions, to 
poffefs you amidfts us, every evening in the 
JLyrical Theatre, we have obferved with re* 
gret of the bittereft nature, tliat you have, 
fevered yourfelf not only from the plcafure of 
the reprefentation, but that not one of us, 
had been fummoned to thofe delicious petite 
foupfrsj where frequently wc have alternately 
had the happinefs of pleafing and amufuig 
you. Fame has too well informed us of the 
caufe of your folitude. Hitherto we have, 
been fearful to trouble you ; compelling our 
fenfibihty to yield to our reipe6l, we had not 

3 y^ 
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yet dared to break the filence, without the 
prcffing motive to which our delicacy can no 
longer refift. 

We had always flattered ourfelves, toy 
Lord, that the bankruptcy (for we muft em-' 
ploy this term with which all the polite cir- 
cles, gazettes, France and all Europe refound) 
that the bankruptcy of the prince deGuemene? 
would not be fb enormous as it was firft de-* 
clared; that the wife precautions taken by 
the king to infiire to the claimants their juft 
proportions; to (hun the charges and depre- 
dations more dreadful than the failure itfelf, 
would not fruftrate the general expeftation : 
but the diforder has no doubt rifen to fo ex- 
ceflive an height, that no hope remains. 
We judge of this, by the generous facrijices 
to which imitating your exafnple^ the priucipa.1 
heads of your illuftrious houfe relign them- 
felves. 

We Ihould confider* ourfelves as guilty of' 
atrocious ingratitude, my lord, ifwedidnot 

alfo. 



i7i 



Digitized by 



Google 



176 



^ THE COURT. 

alfo, imitating you in affifting yoMrBumaniiy^ 
if we did not bring to you the peniions 
which your munificence lavifhcd on us. 

Apply thefe revenues, my lord, to the re- 
lief of fo many fufFering officers, of fo many 
poor men of letters, of fo many unfortunate 
domeftics, whom the prince de Guemen^^ 
drags uito the abyfs with himfelf. For us, we 
have other refources ; we ihall have loft no- 
thing, my lord, if you will preferve for us 
youreftecm; we (hall even be gainers, if in 
refufing at prefent your favours, we ffiall 
compel our detraftors to agree, that we were 
not entirely unworthy of them. 

We are with the moft profound relpefl, 
&c. 

From the iox of Mademoifelle Guimard, 
Friday, 6 December, 1782. 

The accounts of the prince flood thus. 
There were to pay 

1,800,000 livres in life annuities, 
. . 4,ooo,Qco in perpetual annuities^ 

There 
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There were only 500,000 llvres of real 
income I Madame de Marfan, . and the 
Cardinal de Rohan took on themfelves to j^ay 
Hit fmal/ Mtsy whifcH otherv^ife would have 
rtilned about one thoufand five hundred 
families I 

'On this occafion Louis XVI. behaved with 
great firfnnefs. After feveral unfuccefsful 
applications, the prince de Soubife was the 
beSrer of a letter frofti fiis relation the princfc 
de Guefneiie to the king, but his majefiy 
threw it unopened into the fire, in adding, 
I will hear no more ; tell him that he mufl 
not flatter himfelf ever to appear before me 
till his debts are paid. 

The late Manuel in liis Hiftory of the Po- Anecdeteot 

. Widows 

ISce of Paris, has given aii anecdote fe{pe6ling J",^/^^"^ 
the duke of Chartres (Egalite) that is by no 
means improbable. He notices a clais or 
women who in the public places of amufe- 
ment^ take pleafure in pointing at the widows 

N whofe 
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whofe hujbandrixt. yet alive ^ and claim pre- 
cedence of thofe Penelopes-- — Who is (he in 
the next box at the playhoufe, whofe dia- 
monds are fo brilliant and fo thickfet? cries 
the virtuous daughter of Penthievre. — Don't 
you know her, anfwers the lady flic fpoke 
to^^^Sie isygur bujband*s kept ndjlrefs ! He 
tells us alfo that the late prince de Co;ati, 
who, like fo many other courtiers, fell a 
martyr to debauchery, gave to an opera girl 
one day a coach and three hundred louis, 
which flie immediately fpent with one of his 
own muficians. Of another this prince faid, 
** I have taken her, I cannot tell why ; I keep 
her, I cannot tell wherefore, and (he has 
already coft me abovQ one tlioufand louis, for 
which I can give no reafon/' And yet, 
compared with fgme of his companions, 
the prince does not appear by any means 
extravagant. 

The military crofs of the corps of Saint 
Louis had been inftituted by Louis XIV. as 

an 
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an bonourable recompence for thofe who had The mui- 

* tary Croft «f 

diflinguilhed themfelves in war, and had^f^^iJ^JJ 
afterwards degenerated into a mark of honour ^^ 
for every officer who had^ ferved for the fpace 
of twenty years. In thus multiplying the 
bearers of this crois, it's value became every 
day Iej& and lefs, at length the court degraded 
it till it became contemptible. It was now 
the badge of infamy, the fpurious ho- 
nour of a Parafite, a Pandar, or any other 
vermin of the court. It was often obtained 
by perlbns who long confined for their ill 
condud in prifon, thought proper to get 
themfelves decorated by this mihtary mark 
of honour. M* de Sauvigny, becaufe he 
wrote an indifferent poem for the count 
d'Artois, received thiscrofs; and as he was 
known not to be the bravefl man in the 
w^orld, it afforded fbme entertainment, to fee 
him wear this ornament, which bears for its 
motto, 

Virtiitis bellies praemium. 
The prize of military virtue. 

N a It 
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ThcFrcnA Ix was tJic boaft of the French nsUion* 

'Under the 

5^*^JJ[^that by the virtue of their Salic law, they 
were not governed by a woman. It k cer- 
tain however, that nothing is lefs true ; for 
it was ever a miftrefs of tiie king, or the 
minifter, (though lately a queen,) who di- 
re6lcd the affairs of government. Neither of 
the three laft monarch^, of France, were 
ablblute at borne. The women influenced 
every department of governments They 
appointed minifters, generals, bifliops, &c. 
Mademoifelle Arnoulx, connefted with the 
Biihop of Orleans, had under her drre6lions 
Ake. feuilk des benejkes\ and not only ap- 
pointed her creatures to, or fold the vacant 
benefices, but more than once directed htr 

lingular prcfcntations by a whim. It was thus, that 

anecdote of t i • n • /- y^ /r t_i_ ' 

thecapri- ihc 2Jave the bifhopric of ^Grafk to an abbe^ 

€Jous mode ^ \ 

F^aiopfand becaufe he was remarkable for a meagre and 
lanfe countenance. Keriaint, lately guillo* 
tined^ was appointed to the command of the 
Ipbigenia^ a frigate, becauj[^ he was a great 

admirer 
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admirer of tht opera of that name, in which 
ilie perfumed the priiieipal diaraSer ! 

The njoomen indeed greatly contributed to The female 

^ -^ , fcx greatly 

propagate the dogmas of the revolution. It tp rS 
has been obierved, that the chriftian religion * 
was in its infant flate, cherifhed and pro- 
tefted by the female fex* Whatever is ad- 
drefied to the imagination by an ideal per- 
fedion^ and engages by its novelty, is con- 
genial to the lively fenfibility of the feminine 
mind. The beautiful profpe^ opened by. 
the modem philofophers, enchanted their 
imagination.^ But anodier cauie occurred 
wMch made the female part of the nation, 
the votanfta of the philbfophers. All thp 
women, of the fecond order, and the wealthy 
Bourgeaifesy could not patiently fiifFer that 
immenfe diftance which the ladies of rank, 
and the whole nobility, had formed between 
them. They delighted in a Revolution which 
fhould place them on a level with thefe ' 
lugher orders ; and they have co-operated as 

N 3 much 
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much as they could, with the democratic 
part of the nation. A French writer in 1 782, 
fays, " You cannot think with what an 
energy the fair fex a6t, and what an afcen- 
dancy they have on the other, in tliis country. 
I am of opinion, that the nobility take too 
much advantage over them, and they treat 
with too much contempt the Plebeians. 
The laws are only made ftrift againft thefe 
latter ; whoever is a lord, or proteded by a 
lordj openly dares to- brave them.'* 

Louis XVI. defpotic as was the monarchy 
of France, could not have dared to punifti a 
minifler; this required a firmnefs and an 
intrepidity which he never poffcffed. The 
numerous colleagues of the miniftcr, would 
have cried out facrilege. No man w?is ever 
fo b^ck at the court of France, but means 
were ready to render him as white as fnow. 
But were there fpdts of fo dark a nature, that 
no art could efface them, a ducal cloak 
covered-all ; and the condign punifhment of 

the 
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the moft infamous, was an order to retire to 
his magnificent villa ! There was an invin- 
fible chain running through all the branches 
of the adminiftration ; a link could not be 
broken without the moft imtninent peril. 
Often muft the honeft heart of Louis XVL 
have groaned, at feeing his integrity baffled; 
and often muft he have been fenfible, that to 
break this chain of corruption, required a 
power more than human, nothing lefs than 
a fupernatural influence. But this will be 
the fubjedl of our next article. - 
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drfcdS \X7^ ^^ attempt to defcribe the fitu- 
SjfhTS^'i ^^ ^tion of Louis X VL at the moment 
the youthful monarch {ifcendecl (he throne^ 
J^ouis XV* dies, a prince of only twenty years 
fucceeds. At firft he h^d po other council, than 
the advice which the late dauphin, his father, 
had left him in his o\v^n hand writing. This 
precious gift W5^ not to be opened till thp ion 
' . • was 
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was feated on (he throne; Loyis XVL with 
all ima^nable ardour haftened to open the 
nanuicript, that he might with a religious 
veneratbn, perform its contents; He ob-^JJ^^' 
fcrves, that his father advifes him to iavitCL^tertohii 

firfttniltiftff 

to court, for his Mentojr, M, de Machault, as 
the moll able perfon to dire6l his fteps, when 
the weight of royalty fhould fall on. him^ at a 
period, when the only means to iupport it 
could yet he a reftitude of intention, and a 
defire of benevolence. Faithful to the wifhes 
of his father the youthful Louis, immediately 
takes a pen^ and writes the following letter to 
M, 4e Machault, 

Chaify, ^itb M(fy, 1774. 

" In the juft grief which overwhelms me, 
aadwhichJ participate with all the kingdom, 
I have great duties to fulfil ; I am king, and 
this name includes all my obligations. But I 
have only twenty years, and I have not 
acquired all the Hnowled^ge neceflary for my 

J fi.tuation, 
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fituation, and alfo I muft not fee any of the 
minifters, fnice they have all been with the 
king during his contagious diftemper. The 
confidence which I rcpofe in your probity, 
and your profound knowledge in affairs, in- 
duces me to defire you would aflift me with 
your advice. Come as loon as you caii 
poflibly, and you will do me a great plea- 
fure. 

Louis.'* 

M. de Machault merited in every refpe6l 
the confidence of the young monarch. He 
had long been the minifter of finances and of 
law under Louis XV. It appears that he 
had been difmifled from his employments in 
the reign of the preceding monarch, becaufe 
he was defirous of obliging the clergy, (that 
numerous and untaxed body in the ftate) to 
pay the taxes like other citizens. Louis XV. 
had fiipported him for fbme time againft his 
enemies, but the ecclefiaftical cabal repeated 

their 
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their efforts, and Louis XV. yielded*. Since 
his difiniffion M. de Machault lived on his 
eftatc in the deepeft retirement, efteemed by 
every honeft man, and hated by the clergy. 

There now remained nothing wanting but 
the dire<5lion of the letter, to fend it to M. 
Machault; but whether it was a natural 
timidity, or a defire of confirming the good* 
nefs of his choice, Louis XVI. went to his 
aunt Mademoifelle Adelaide ; communicates 
to her the intentions of his father, and fliews 
the letter he had in confequence written, but 
not addreflcd. The princefs approves his 
cbnduft, and even defires her nephew to 



♦ This appears by an cxtrafk from a letter, written by 
Louis XV. to his favourite daughter the dutchefe of 
Parma. It is preferved by the author of the private Life 
of Louis XV. The king wrote, " They haVe done 
fo much that they have forced me to dlfmils Machault, 
Ac man of my heart; I {hull never forgive myfelf' — 
This trak admirably depifls the charadler of Louis 35[ V. 
It fhpws his diftionourable love of eafe ; a defire of a£ting 
rightly ; a difcernment to perceive what was right, and a 
f^bleuefs which rendered all his deiircs abortive, 

fend 
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fend ofF^ courier immediately with tbc letter* 
The king unfortunately keeps it back feveral 
hours. Mademoiielle Adelaide, as mofl 
ladies would naturally do, informs her female 
fuite of the choice of the prime mkiifter. 
The new;s darts like lightning, and the 
alarm is fpread among the courtiers. Every 
one among this fycophantic fwarm, dreaded 
the integrity, aud the auftere virtues of the 
minifter now to be called as the pilot of the 
realm* Soon intrigue is put in naotion, and 
corruption follows; one bundled thouland 
crowns are offered to a lady (who was well 
known to have a. great ii^uence over the 
mind of the princefs,) if fhe was to be fuc- 
ccfsful in changing the choice in favour of 
M. Maurepas. This gentle'man had been 
minifter at the juvenile age of' fifteen, and 
had been difmiffed at thirty. He poffeffed 
a fund of intrigue and good nature although 
now advanced in life, he was known for 
having lived a life of diffipation, and to be of 

a temper 
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. « temper pliant to all, while he remained in 
office. M. de Maurepas, in a word, was the 
pcribn adapted to the views of thefe courtiers, 
dcfiroBS of prolonging the abufes of the 
late reign* The hundred thoufand crowns 
tempted the kdy of hononr, and fhe adroitly 
infinuated to the princefs, that the choice of 
M. de Machatrlt would not fail of offending 
the clergy, that in confequence the com-^ 
mencemeiit of the new reign would^ be 
ftormy; in (hort, fhe contrived to alarm 
Madcmoilelle Adelaide;- this princefs haftens 
to difclofe her anxiety to the king^ and the 
unfortunate Louis XVI. naturally timid, 
and now dreading the confequences of this 
his firrt ad of royalty, he finifRed by direifting 
the &me letter ta the count de Maurepas ! 

It was thus, that in his firft ftep towards 
the throne, he fell into a net; and this firft 
error was the fertile fburce of a thoufand 
others. The old Maurepas, on the brink of 
his tomb, immediately thought it necefTary 

to 
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to fecurc friends, who, in extolling him everjr 
where, concurred in maintaining him in the 
place of great vifier. To augment their 
number, he bought them in all modes^ Ta 
fome he gave penfions; for others, he made 
new offices ; and by thefe means haftened the 
ruin and deficit of the finances. What, in- 
deed, had this nobleman done to be raifed to 
the important poft of prime minifter? He 
poflelTed great gaiety; wrote epigrams ; was a 
lover of every kind of frivolity and diffipa- 
tion ; and no man loft by being his friend. 
He was an accomplifhed gentleman, but an 
Tlnlkilful minifter. Such a premier, there- 
fore, could not but be grateful to the diflblute 
courtiers of Vcrlailles. Such fatal confe^ 
<juenccs never arofe from changing the ad- 
drcfs ofa letter. 
Aoecdotesof Maurcpas, fboa called to his aid M. Turgot^ 
as minifter of finances. This latter, fome fay, 
brought with him narrow views and mifera- 
4>le reforms, but his probity is acknowledged by- 
all 
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all parties. Turgot was, as we have men- 
tioned, of the fed of the Economifts. The 
following anecdote concerning his elevation 
is extremely curious. When he was eleikdin* 
to office, the choice was by no means agreea- 
ble to thofe Economifts themfelves, who were 
admitted into the eleufynian myfleries of the 
focicty. This naturally excited great fur- 
prife When they were aiked, how it hap- 
pened that they were not charmed with the 
promotion of one of their members to the 
place of comptroller general ? Becaufct 
they replied, Turgot is an honeft man ; he 
will yet maintain the edifice, for fome time, 
hy continued little props ; and fuch a man 
we do not want — Who would you have iacoriout 

anccJ«te of 

his place ? waj alked. Calonne they an- ^»>« ^^^^ 
iwered — Calonne ! what Caloane, thegreateft 
of diilipators? — Yes, Calonne (the Econo- 
mics always anfwered) he will finifh to dif- 
fipate all the finances; he in a (hort time 
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will hafteti the fell of the edifice, and 'are 
then fl;>all form a netv cnit 

At firft the eleftioh of Turgot excited a 
national enthufiafm. It appeafed as if the 
Satiif nian age was returning. Yet under this 
philofophef the nation was not fo happy is 
was expe6ted. The government corre6led 
many of the proprieties (all exclufive rights) 
and one part of the nation was crulhed td . 
relieve the other. Liberty wa:s the word of 
the Econofnifts, at the lame moment, (faid 
fome,) that the moft arbitrary power was 
exerted againft £he prefcribed part. This 
6ondu6t was gla/ingly contradi(5tory. Turgot 
aAfwered one, who made this obfervafioh— 
*' The right Of contfadi6ting me, is part of 
that liberty which I would eftablifh.** 

Among the reforms, or rather the hberty 
which Turgot was defii^ous of ihftitutihg, a 
pleafanf circumftance took place m,confe- 
quence of the tdi6t which luppreffed all cor- 
porations, and allowed every naan to take up 

what 
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what prbfeflion he chofe* A pcrfon tvho had Anecdote of 

one who 

no profeffion at all, and was in great want of JjJ'J^ "^/^^ 
one, invented a new mode of livelihood, by 
foying maffes. He ufed to epter feveral 
churches every day, and get his half-crown. 
He was iit length difcoVercd, &nd taken up. 
Interrogated on the reafbn of his facrilegious 
Occupation, he drew out of his pocket, his 
majefty's edid, which fupprefled all corpora-^ 
tknsj and faid, " It is in virtue pf this liberty 
granted .to every one, to take up what trade 
he chufes, that I have made myfelf a prieft. 
I know no prof^iHon ; I muil live, and I find 
I can do the duty of the mais extremely 
well. You may alk thofe who have been 
preient at hundreds of mine/* 

The parliament of Paris oppofed with, 
their remoufkances the innovations of Tur- 
gor. The court confefled that they had 
been miftakcn, thie enlightened Turgot was 
diimiiredy and things were reinflated on. 
dieir old footing. It muil be acknowledged^ 
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that fuch a diverfity of fyftems rapidly foU 
lowing each other, could not but juftly 
irritate the nation; whom, like an unhappy 
convift, every quack was allowed to try his 
experiments on. 
Of the Mi. Tjjg nextftate quack was Necker, who 
was likewife introduced by Maurcpas. 
Necker had originally been a banker, and 
had enriched himfelf, by the ufual means of 
fpeculation, and intrigue, and it is faid, that 
his connexion with the infamous abbe'Ter- 
rai (who confidered the people ^as fo many 
beafts of burthen) did nK)re credit to his 
political views, than to that affe6tation of 
public good which he afterwards profcfled. 
We fliall not decide on his charafter. He 
certainly promifed miracles ; but it is now a 
late age to perform them. He alfo amufed 
the nation with feveral publications. Vcd- 
taire did not thiiok highly of the books of our 
financier, as appears by the fallowing anec- 
dote. When a work of Neckers was fent 
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to this wit for kis opinion, he wrote for an- 
Iwer, " I do not know of any Writings of 
M. Necker which are better than his bills of 
exchange.** Necker at length became 
comptroller general, and, it is (aid, that 
when he was once fiimly fixed in this place^ 
his views were by no means confonant witfi 
thofc of his patron Maurepas, and his ma- 
jcfty. He enjoyed, however, the confidence 
of the nation; the bankers and the piro- 
teftants were particularly devoted to him; 
for he was a banker and a proteftant* The 
proteftant expeded to receive under his ad- 
miniftration, the rights of a citiisen, and the 
banker to participate in fome profitable 
loan. 

The great work publiflied in his name (for 
d^Alembert and others it is believed, affifted ^ 
him) was the Compte rendu, or the balance 
of France. It had hardly been publiflaed a few 
hours, when twelve thoufand copies were fold* 
The Royale and mofl other printing offices, 

O z . could 
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could not iatisfy the eager demanils of As 
public.^ It was an extraordinary novelty for 
the Frenchr nation, who had not been ac* 
cuftomed to ice their xniniflers of finance 
condefcend to offer them a (late of if s fitua- 

r 

tion, and place under their own eyes their 
prefent and pailed accounts. It was a 
dangerous experiment. The enthufialm 
Ipread through all claffes, and every French- 
man marvelled and exulted. 

It was too capital a produdion ta eicape 
critical {krcafin. The count de Lauragais> 
famous for his bon mots, made the following 
pun; he faid it was not un Compte renJu^hxX 
un Conte bleu. It happened to be fewed un- 
luckily in blue covers. The following hu-' 
morous advertifement defcribes it not amifs. 
It is proper to obferve, that the authors arc 
faid to have been d'Alembert, de la Harpe, 
two Abbes, a Clerk, and M. Nccker., *^ The 
Balance of France, a Romance, in quarto, 
. imitated from the Iriih account by Law. 

Tranflatcd J 
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Txanfhted bya fociety of men of letters^ 
and preceded by an epiflle, dedicated to th^ 
king, by M. Necker; with the approba- 
tion of the anti-turgotifl§; anti^economifts ; 
exchange fpeculators of France and Europe, 
as well as of all ftock-jobbcrs." 

We do not pretend from ourfelves to 
decide on the chara£ler and views of Necker. 
By what can be gathered from various quar- 
ters, it wx>uid appear, that he had an iniatiable 
ambition ; and as was faid at the time of his 
recall, that he feemed to afpire to the throne 
itfelf, and become Necker I. It would alio 
appear that the evils of France are to be at- 
tributed to him. He attempted to regenerate 
(iays the author of the Lettres Hiftoriques) a 
great nation; he has bewildered it, he has loft 
it, and he at length finifliesby lofing himfelf. 
He may, therefore, be compared to that 
madman Eroftratus, who burnt the Ephefian 
temple, that his name might be preferved. 

O3 It 
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It is well known that Mrs. Ncckcr was the 
fecret fpring of her h\i{band*s a&ions. 
Looiixvi. Louis XVI. appears to - have {eiied his 

ebfcnrations * * 

•"''"^^- charafter with juft difcriminatiofu The 
following anecdote is given on good au- 
thority. After his majefty had a long con- 
ference with Necker, he told MaurepasJ — 
** I have feeti your friend, 'we muft empk>y 
. him for the maintenance of credit, but we 
muft bind his hands in other refpe£ls. He is 
an ambitious, adventurous and daring man* 
It ieems after what he has infinuated to me, 
that he confiders himfelf capable of being 
prime minifter." Maurepas promifed to 
keep him merely as direftor of the finances. 
«* You will, fee,'* continued the king, " that 
he won*t reft there.** 

SiTftS, ^^^^ ^^ ^^ difmifSon of Necker, fuc- 
ceededCalonne, a man not lefs ambitious, nor 
leid dangerous; but different in this, that he 
Was a poliflied and abjed courtier. It will be 
fufficient to obfervc, that he was a favourite 

with 
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With th^ queen; and t^at he wcfuld refufe 
no pro^g^Uty whenever it furthered his 
yiews. A proper minifter for the exhauft^d 
treafury of a ruined nation ! 

His charafter is forcibly depifted by aiv 
anecdote in our article of The Queen. 

It is luppofed, that by an article ia theC""ou« , 

* * •' anecdote of 

treaty of peace, made with France in 1 761, pmdcrt«"5 
by England, the court bf France was re-inpo«nf 
/Irained from increafing its navy by buildmg °***^' 
new men of war. In confequence of this 
fuppoiition, moft of the French provinces 
made a fpontaneous gift to his maje% of a 
man of war. Thus many of the French 
ihips bear provincial names; fiich are the 
Languedoc; the Bourgognej the Bretagne, 
&c. Thc^e prefents were gratefully received 
by that illuftrious beggar, the monarch of 
France ; who though he might have agreed 
to obtain peace on the humiliating terms of 
mt building men of war, had not confented 
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to reful^ tbofo which might be ghen to him* 
But it was not the intcrcft of th« cocurt, that 
theie patriotic gifts ihould be too mu^ 
noticed by the nation, nor England. In 
January 17629 M. Colardeau, had cele** 
bitted in ft poem, entitled ^^ Patriotiiin,'* 
the various arid honourable gifts, which tho 
different bodies of the kingdotn had vcdun-i 
tarily haftened to offer to his majefty. This 
poem was not allowed, when firft written, 
to be printed. Such indeed was the rigouF 
of the Police on this head, that the corfec^ 
turners^ having formed in their fweetmeats, 
and other fugared allegories, fcveral ingeni- 
ous monuments to mark the patriotic fer-t 
vour, the officers vifited the Jb$pSy and pul- 
verifed thefe fwegt and political morfels. 
At length the cnthufiafm of the nation wa^ 
permitted to take its range, and a fliort 
time afterwards the poem of Qolardeau.was 
approved by the court; and a confiderable 
nui|iber of patriotic poems, and fweetmeats 
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fippeared at the £ime time. Such was thfi 
wavering irrefolution, and the minute pru-- 
dence of the court, and the Police! Such 
the patriotifm and frivplitjr of the French! 

All thefe poems were not fo excellent a8 a humours 

out political 

the fweetmeatSt The artifts in fugar fuc- ^^^^r 
ceeded much better than thofe in verlc. 
Among the little pieces which inundated 
Paris, on this occafion, the following hu- 
i;BOurous one by Voltaire, to excite the lame 
paflion in, or to ridicule the non-patriotifm of 
the Clergy has too much merit to be paffed 
over in filence* It is a pleafant latire on the 
>fcclefiaftic$, 

BxtraB from the Gazette of London^ 20tk 
February 9 1762. 
^ We Icam that our neighbours the 
French are animated as much as ourfclves, . 
by the Ipirit of patriotifiii. Several bodies 
o£ that kingdom^ have (ignalizQd their zeal 
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for their king and country. They yield evcu 
the neceflaries of life to furnifli fhips, and 
we are given to underftind that the Monks, 
who alfo (hould love the king, will, no 
doubt, beftow their rich fuperfluities/* 

** We are informed that the Benedi^ines^ 
who poflefs about nine milltQns of livres of 
revenue in the kingdom of France, will 
furnifli, at leaft, nine fhips of the firft rate. 
That the Abbot of Citeaux, a very im{>Qr« 
tant perfonage in the ftate, fmce he pofTefles 
without contradidion, the fineft vineyards of 
Burgundy, and the ampleft tuns, will aug- 
ment the marine with fome of his calks. 
At prefent he is building a palace^ which 
will coft him a million and feven hundred 
tbtmjand livresy and he has already {ptnt Jour 
hundred tboufand' livres^ in building a chapel 
to the glory of God ; he is now preparing to 
build fliips for the glory of the king." 

" This edifyiiig example, we are alfo 
informed, will be followed by Clairvaux. 

Though 
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Though the vineyards of Clairvaux are not 
fo confiderable as thofe of Citeaux, but as it 
poUefles Jorty tboufand acres of foreft, and 
other wood lands, it certainly is very capa- 
ble of building leveral good fhips." 

" This will be followed by the Chartreux, 
who, indeed, were the fif ft to enter into the 
projeft, becaufe they are very nice in pro- 
viding their tables with the beft fifli, and it is 
therefore, their intereft to have an open fea. 
They enjoy three millions of revenue in 
France, all which is fpent in procuring the 
fineft turbots and Ibals. It is (aid that they 
will give out of their three millions, three 
fine ihips of the line. 

^ The Premontris^ and the Carmes^ arc 
as ncccflary in a ftate, as the Chartreux, 
and as they arc equally rich, they will give 
the fatne quota. The other Monks will bear 
their proportionable (hares. The French - 
are fb certain of this voluntary oblation from 
aii the Monks, that it is evident, they muft be 

regarded 



263 



Digitized by 



Google 



804 MINISTERS, &c.. . 

regarded as the enemies of their country, if 
they fliould ftill continue to riot in their 
ufoal luxuries, unmindful of the urgent 
neceffities of the nation." 

" The Jews of Bourdeaux have all joined 
their fiibfcriptions ; the Monks, who are 
certainly as good as the Jews, will be jea- 
lous, no doubt, to maintain the fuperiority 
pf the new law over the ancient, 

** p. S. As France is in great want of 
Jailors^ the prior of the Celejiinsy has pro- 
pofed to alljregular abbes, FriorSy Jui^frhrs, 
reciors^ Juperiors^ who will furni(h thefe 
Ihips^ to fend . a vaft multitude of brave 
novices to ferve as. midfhipmen, and athletic 
preferred monks, td fervp as failors. As theia 
fturdy religionifts do nothing but live well, 
walk about the ftreets, and pray, the faid 
prior has, in an admirable oration, (hewn 
that it is a6lii5ig againft the fpirit of cha-* 
rity, to pafs their time in fiich occupa* 
tions^ while the fafety of the kingdom claims 
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the afliilance of their vigorous arms ; and he, 
has alfo declared) that the faving of a king- 
dom is as good as the faving of fouls/* 

In September 1763, Bachaumont has theThcParn.- 
iblJowine article. It has long been the pre- turbuknt is 
vailing mode in literature to turn its en-"°"^*""* 
quiries to fubje^ of finance and politics. 
The calamities of the flate have given birth 
to vigorous produdions, worthy of the fairefl 
days of Athens and of Rome. We fee 
liberty, with a palpitating heart, render up 
its lafl fighs with the greatefl energy. Every 
day produces powerful remonflrances, which 
the various parliaments do not ceafe to make 
in this flormy period. The late ones of 
Bourdeaux are not inferior to thqfe of Paris 
and of Rouen; they become flill bolder; and 
one at prefent from Grenoble is yet more 
energetic and aflonifhing. 
• We are fhortly afterwards informed, that 
feveral decrees of the king's council excited a 

general 
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general indignation by fupprejfing thefe ad- 
mirable compofitions that glow with all the , 
fire of eloquence and freedom. It appears 
that the minifters, refolved, for their laft re- 
fource, to interdift the parliaments from 
publifliing thefe beautiful and powerful com- 
pofitions; proper to tranfinit into the hands 
of individuals the ftrong and generous feriti- 
&emon 1^^^*^ ^^ ^^^ patriots. The plea urged 
thePariil. againfl that of Bourdeaux, was adroitly 

merits for- 

^'^^^"^ ^ turned on the objedion that thefe writings 
only tended to difcourage the people. This is 
the only motive alledged fbr the general pro- 
hibition that was made to all the printers in 
France, in this manner to unveil the fecrets 
of the court and parliaments^ without the 
approbation ^ his majejly^ 

An editor . When, about the year 1763, the French 
fl' i,Tw 'thi ?*'^^''^"^6^t refolved to people Cayenne, a 
lumSr new eftablifiiment in South America, t^ey . 
colle^cd for this purpofe the worft clafs of 
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the populace at Paris, confifting of thd 
vagabonds of both fexes, they (hipped them 
off for this place, where far the greater part 
pcrilhed with difeafe and poverty, and chiefly 
by the.unwholefbme food that the penury of 
government gave to them. Many reipeft- 
able families greatly reduced in their cir- 
cumftances, agreed to emigrate to this 
country. It was the duty, and, indeed, it 
had been declared to the public, that the 
government was to provide for them till they 
reached this fettlement/ The following 
anecdote proves not only that the minifter did 
not perform his duty, but that he exercifed 
the moft dreadful defpotifm on the occa-* 
fion. 

Freron, the celebrated author of VAnnet 
Litteraire, inferted in his journal, a letter 
addrefled to' the minifter on the fubjeft of a- 
family of Alface, who, in their road to 
Rochefort to reach the fhips for Cayenne,, 
although under the protedion of the minifter 

appointed 
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appointed to fupply their wants, were ftopt 
by the extremeft mifcry ; the venerable fa- 
» ther died, and the reft of the family owed 
their exiftence to the generous aid of aa 
honcft farmer. This ad of humanity ren* 
dered^ public by the means of our joumalift, 
was not at all relifhed at court, where it was 
confidered as refle6ling diihonourably on the 
ihameful negligence of the miniften 

A political crime was in confequcnce laid 
to the charge of Freron^ only for having 
inferted the letter in his journal. The duke 
of Choifeul, at dinner heard this number 
mentioned. "Does that rafcal," he cries, 
** dare to write any thing about Cayenne ; 
bring me No. 34." The paper was handed 
to the minifter, who after having read it, 
cried out, " He fliall fleep to night at Fort 
L* Eveque.'* — And an Officer immediately 
was lent to Freron, to conduft him to this 
prifon ! Such was the iniquity of Miniftei^, 
and iiich their dreadful abufe ofipower ! 
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The government, indeed, appear to have The mini- 
fexerted an unwearied vigilance, on the va- 2^i^^„, 
Hous publications which touched them in 
the rcmoteft degree. A declaration of the 
king, imde 28th March, 1 764, proliibits all 
works (m the fubjedi of Finance. An autho- 
rity fb greatj employed on this occalion, evi- 
dently (hews, that the government confidered 
it as dangerous to inform the public coil- 
ceming their true ftate. It certainly proves, 
that liberty was utterly extinft in France^ 
and that the moft terrible defpotifin had 
taken place, fince it had placed its talons oh 
the preffes of thfe kingdom, with the mi- 
nuted vigilance. It not only feized on what 
had been printed, but prohibited what they 
iliould not write on. The declaration was 
no (boner made public, than all thcl minions 
af the Police were bufy at ranfacking the 
bookfellcrs (hops; 
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There Aji^ere iu>t wanting at this moment, 
men of a daring fpirit not inattentive to 
the reigping deipotiim, and the minifterial 
abufe of power. It is probable that fome.of 
thefe anonymous perfbns are now ieated in 
Bold appeal the Convention. In 176^, feveral paiJcri 
'^*' were found pafted up in various parts of 
Grenoble, the capital of Dauphiny, which 
bore the following addrefs. The remon- 
ftrances of their Parliament were diitin- 
guifhed by their boldnefs. — " O France ! O 
nation bafe and fervile ! In contenMiing the 
laws, thy Minifters ravifh thy Wealth ta 
form chains for thee. And wilt thou pa- 
tiently fufFer it, unhappy people?" 

Another publication was very clofely 
hunted by the bloodhounds of the Police. 
It wais a reprefentation drawn up by the 
council of St. Domingo, where the Count 
d'Eftaing, and the Prince of Rohan, had 
cxercifed the moft cruel delpotifm. At the 
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MidAlent the judges were occupied in pre- 
paring their addrefleSj their court Was (iir- 
rounded, and twelve of thefe gentlemen 
dragged from the alTembly into a dungeom 
This reprefentation gives a lively pi6hire o/ 
tyranny cxcrcifed by both thefe governors* 
Their adminiftratloh was dreadful beyond 
Conception; every where the rights ot 
citizens violated ; juftice abufed and denied } 
the military fiipplying the place of the magi* 
ftrates, and force fubftituted for law-. Ai 
fuch a reclamation tendered the Prince of 
Rohan, odious to a degree of infamy, wherj 
the publication arrived at Paris, the family 
of the Rohans, addfefled themfelves to the 
minifter; the work was immediately fup* 
preffed by the Police ; and in a few days not 
t copy could be ptocufed. It was thus no J*;*^*^^^^^ 
punifhxnent could feach the Nobility j apumOMnnu 
publication againft them was fupprefled ; and 
a fuit was loft by the interference of thtf 
comt* All, indeed. Was derived from th* 
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Minifterj he was the feven-mouthed Nile of' 
corruption, which "fed hundreds of inferior 
rivers, 

intereftiBgr M, dc k Chalotstis, was one of the vidims 

anecdotes of 

pJrfattioil. of that mafculinc eloquence, and ardent iiv- 
dignation which attacked the xninifterial 
abufe of power. The minifters imprifbned 
him at Saint Maloes. In .1766, there ap- 
peared, for a little while, and very clan- 
deftinely, a finall work, entitled " Memoirs 
of M. de la Chalotais, procureur general, au 
Parlement de Bretagne." It was written by 
himfelf in his cruel confinement, and difplays 
his perfecutions with an admirable force. 
He attributes them to M. Calonne, whom 
he paints in the darkeft colours. Without 
dwelling on the particulars in this work, 
there is one circumftance which poffeflcs 
the lingular merit of a writer of eloquence^ 
defcribing the moft difmal fituation humanity 
can well experience. He was refiifed every 
, . : • . confolatioii. 
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confolation, even of that folitary one of 
books, pens, and ink. We are told, that 
thefe memoirs were written with a peri 
made out of a toothpick; of ink compofed of 
water, foot, vinegar, and fugar ; and on 
paper which had ferved as wrappers of fugar 
and chocolate. The author opens his me- 
moirs in thefe words, " I am loaded with 
irons; I have invented a method to write 
my memoirs. I abandon them to the dilpo- 
fition of providence. If they fhould happen 
to fail mto the hands of fome honeft citizen, 
I intreat him to prefent them to the king, if 
it is poflible, and even to render them public 
for my own juftification, and that of my fbn.'* 
Calonne anfwered this memoir, and the king 
even condefcended to write his approbation of 
this reply with his own hand. This, no doubt, 
was a great fatisfaftion for Mr. Calonne; 
but the critics and the public were not fo 
eafily fatisficd as his majefty. In a letter 
wljich Vpltaire wrote to a friend at Paris^ 

P 3 be 



«^3 



Digitized by 



Google 



„^ MINISTERS, lee 

V 

he obferves on the memoirs of Chalotais.--« 
♦* I have read the memoirs of the unfortu-» 
nate M* de Chalotais* Wretched is he whoib 
Ifufeeling ibitl does not tremble with the 
ihivorings of a fever in reading them* His 
toothpick engraves for immortality.!— But, 
9las! the Parifians are cowardly, they groan, 
they fiip, and forget every thing". — ^It is not 
thus, however, any longer with the Parifians j 
J ^m afraid that they rememher too well. 
j-ft^cdote of A congenial anecdote,^ is that relative to 

aPrifoner » ' 

thfcl^cof^^ Def<wges, an author who was more 
fer^^*"^" celebrated for his misfortunes^ than his 
works« He was at the opera, in the year 
I749> when the Pretender was arretted, ix\ 
confequence of the treaty made with Engr^ 
land. This a6l of violence appeared ta our 
poet as a national difgrace^ and breach of 
honour. He exhaled bis poetic iadignatiot^ 
ia a phillipic, which had a g^re^t run ^% tba:^ 
timCf |t begun thus : 
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Feuplei jadis fi fier, aujourdhui fi fervik, 

Des princes inalhearciix vous n'ctes plus Tafyle. 

Nation ! of late fo bold, fo fervile now. 
No more the afylum of unhappy monarchs. 

His fclf-lcATc could not preferve the incognito. 
He confided the fecret to a friend, who- 
betrayed his confidence. He was imme-» 
diatcly fcized, and without any further trial^ 
condufted to the Mount of St. Michael, 
where he remained above three years in a 
Cage^ which was not a fidion of fancy, but 
one of the terrible realities of delpotifm. It 
was (for I hope it is no more) a vault or 
cellar hewed in the rock, of eight feet in its 
iquare, where the unhappy viAim lat, and 
only received the light; from the remote cre-*^ 
vices of the fteps of the church. And this 
dreadful torture was inflided on a fellow 
cfieature, becaufe he wrote a few verfes! 
The abbe of St. Michael iympathiied in the 
fate of this unhappy man. After jn^ch in- 
(erceffion, he obtained an exchange of im<- 
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prifbnment ; and M, Deforges was tran(V 
ported from the Cage to the abbey. It was 
with extreme precaution, and with great 
trouble, that the prilbner, lb long accuftomed 
to his profound obfcurity, could fufFer the 
light. At length this unhappy vidlim of 
minifterial vengeance, proved to be an in-' 
genious, and virtuous chara6ter. He became 
the beloved friend of the family who had rc-^ 
lieved him by the cafiial impulfe of huma- 
nity. Heaven alone has regiftered the many- 
ingenious and worthy men who have founci 
a liviijg grave in this Cage ! 
An«caoteof In Bachaumont's Memoires Secrets, is Ae 
fin«i twen. fpUowiiig dreadful anecdote of minifterial 

ty-fcvcn O 

dungcftlTof'' vengeance, dated 25th February, 1781. — 

eight fert 

iquarc. There was lately in the caftle of Ham, in 
Picardy, a man who has been there confined 
above twenty-feven years. He was placed in 
a dungeon of eight feet fquare ; there laid oa 
ih*aw, furrounded. by infe<51v reptiles, and 
|;he rpoft loathfome animals, without fire^ 

without 
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without light, without cloaths^ he curfed 
his exiftence. Two prifoners, having 
learnt the fate of this unhappy perfon, 
who was known to be a jpan of quality^ 
wrote a pathetic letter to Mr. Necker. The 
nextpoft brougKt an order to releafe this child 
of misfortune, and to reftore him to light 
and life. He was conducted to a chamber, 
ihavedy drefTed, and his crime was to be in- 
vefligated. But there is hardly a crime 
which could merit a punifliment lb cruel and 
lingering; and above all executed in Co clan-* 
deftine a manner. The fa£i appears, after^ 
wards, that he was a young officer related to 
the Mazarine family, but who having ex* 
preflcd himfelf freely, at the inconfiderate 
age of twenty-four years, difappearcd fud- 
denly in the »ight! and afterwards pafled 
twenty-feven years in the moft excruciating 
manner it is poffible to ipiagine! 

One m6re inftance may be given in the 
following mode in which the government 

^ai4 
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Anecdote <^ paid its debts. The Sicur Cleynman (n 
Mifrfttn foreigner, and probably a German) a vene-. 

^ecaufe he /•«/•• 

•ffiArfthcmrable father of a large family^ aged 'Bxty^ 
thrdie, was a creditor of France, to the 
amount of i,8oa,oo livres, having furniflied 
provifions and forages during the war. In 
1768, be came to Paris to folicit payment 
for this large fum. After repeated appli-i 
catioQS and a continued refidence at Paris^t 
till, the year 1 778, he flattered himfelf that 
the government were preparing to fatisfy his 
juft claims. But on the night of the 13th. 
April, 1779, the old man was transferrecj 
to the Baftile, There he remained for three 
years, without^ knowing the occafion of hia 
detention, though it is pretty clear, tiAf tbo 
minifter, weary of his repeated fblicitations^ 
jefolved in this manner, to get rid of th^ 
venerable creditor. 

Imprifonment appears to have been the 
general punifliment afligned by the govetn-r 
fnent. There feems to have t^en no den 
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grees in the mode; the fktirkal fbng w^ 
treated with the iame rigour as if the writer 
had been a national creditor ; and the debl^ 
of a n^ttonal creditor wa$ treaty IU^« 9 
ibng, 

Under this bead of minifters and their ao intintt^ 

ingikncliof 

fubalterns, the Fermiers generauxy offer to the ^o^^ 
reflecting mind, ibme of the moft dreadful**"' 
abufesy which can pofCbly exift in any 
government, Thefe men confided of 4 
/bciety oi wealthy perfons, who farmed thp 
produce of the taxes, laid by the king on th^ 
pation. Whenever the bargain was ftruck 
^ith his majefty, every minijier received a 
gift, called, by the French, un pot de vtn j 
whidii pottle qfwmey confifted of the value 
pf one hundred tboufand livres. The favour 
lite Sultana procured thefe places for her 
friends, or for thofe recommended by her 
friends, and as thefe ladies are peculiarly 
load of this kind of wine, they drank, with 

great 
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great avidity, repeated pottles. To indem- 
nify themfelves for thefe prefentSj the Fer- 
miers generaux oppreffed the people by the 
fevereft levies. To fave themielves from 
their exceffive tyranny, the people often 
committed fraud, and to hinder them by the 
moft terrible vigilance, the Ferme Generate 
were obliged to keep in pay an army of 
clerks, fubalterns, fcouts, and fpies, amount- 
ing to the aftoniftiing number of eighty thou- 
fand men ! 

• From all this we may judge of the enor- 
mous expences which attended this vicious 
adminiftration. Thefe heavy charges it is 
certain fell on the king; for the Fermier in 
his agreement, always in taking on him the 
farming of any tax, dedufted about a 
third from the fuppofed produce, under the 
pretence of fraud. But In faft, all the weight 
of the oppreffion fell on the people. Every 
Fermkr General^ acquired immenfe fortunes, 
jind while the king and the people were alikqi 
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in a ftate of indigence, the coffers of thefe 
men overflowed with gold* 

Too often thefe Permiers generaux con- 
duced by an infatiable cupidity, led them* 
felves to the frauds praftifed on them. Every 
perfbn detefled in cheating the revenues^ 
was condemned to pay a confiderable pecu- 
niary fine, which reverted to the Fermiersf 
themfelves. And fuch was the refined 
cruelty of thefe blood fuckers of the nation, 
that they were continually laying traps for 
thoughtlefs people. 

The cupidity of thefe Fermiers was indeed singular 

* ' anecdote of 

fo great, that they daily placed their loweft cutiSTvlgii. 
icouts, fuch as armed watchmen, chiefly on Fermiers. 
all the coafls of Normandy, to hinder the in- 
habitants from t^^n^fea-water^ which they 
might have been induced to ufe for its falty 
quality — that they might be obliged to buy 
their /alt very dear at the eflablifhed ware- 
houfes of the Fermiers I 
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Liogiiet*t The Fermters s^eneraux. were furiouflt 

forcible de- ^ '' 

S^f^me! imtated againft the cekbrated Linguet, who, 
in one of his Memoires, has traced their cha- 
rafter with a colouring and brilliancy rarely 
equalled; yet the reprefentation is not lefi 
juft. He thus defcribes the different orders 
of the Ferme. 

•• In the firft hierarchy of the Fekme, the 
offices are different, and th6 parts fkilfully 
diftributed^ We fhall not here notice tholb 
chiefs, who at an aweful diftance communi* 
cate motion to the whole machine, and whofe 
only occupation is to make the contributions 
flow to their voluptuous refidences, which 
their unnumberable armies unceafingly levy 
for their profit in all parts of the kingdom. 
Their fubalterns only are now our objeft* 
Thefe alone fupport the fatigue and danger 
of the expeditions, and whofe ardotir they 
are careful to keep alive in abandoning to 
them a fmall portion of the prey, whcpi the 
feifures are advantageous^ There are di- 

reftors. 
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xeEtorSj who imitate as much as they can, 
the immoveable aud luGrative dignity of their 
mafters. There are captains of banditti, 
who appropriate to them(elye8 the honour- 
able titk of Capitaines generaux^ d^c. There 
are alio the (imple militia^ known under the 
iiKmes of gar Jes, commis^ aud emplcyhj who 
allow themfelves to pra6lice the moft 
fraudulent manoeuvres, under the pretext of 
hindering fraud, and continual violations, to 
prevent, they fay, rebellion. 

^* But it is not fufficient to have a pack of 
hounds to ftart the prey, and whippersii-in to 
govern them ; the inftitiltors of this admini- 
flration have pufhed their foreiight and faga* 
city much further. Game has not always be£n 
found to hunt* They have therefore efta- 
blifhed in every department a kind of employ 
under favour of which they are certain never 
tb fail of prey. It confilts of giving birth to 
fmuggling at their pleafure, to create fraud 
when it does not exift, and thus to prepare a 
4 factitious 
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factitious feifuf e^ but a real one to thtirjccfuff^ 
whefi tKc prudence or tirhidity of traders re^ 
duces them to a long inaftivky. Thefe men 
are calkd in the language of the Ferme^ des 
Affideij (the faithful). They are perfons who 
undertake to run over the frontiers or coafts 
of the kingdom } they form intimacies with 
the proprietors of merchandifej they feign 
to become purchafcrs; they buy; they a6l 
precifely the part of thofe animals degraded 
by education, who betray their own kind for 
the fervice of the^ir tyrants^ The 'mer- 
chants too ardent, who fufFer themfelves tof 
. be feduced by their invitations, are infcnfibly 
lured into the net of the hunter; it is Ikil-^ 
fviUy lowered ; the decoy recovers its liberty 
to recommence its treafons, and the captive 
ftrangers in vain deplore the imprudence 
which has loft them.* 

This extraft though ibmewhat long, we 
have given entire, that the reader may be 
enabled to judge by this energetic and lively 
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^i6hife of the employments of the officers^ er 
creatures of the Ferme. How hateful muft 
iuch men have been to thek fellow citizens \ 
wb^t an army who devoted themielves ta 
offices dFvexation, treachery, fpying, to ruin 
the induftrious, and to fatten on th^ fuK*« 
fUnce of the unwary I 

Thess financiers, and miuifters, fully Anecdote^r 

- ihc fingular 

wanted whatever their eagernels could grafp }j*^n^*^ 
at. The following anecdotes will dilplay*** 
the laudable manner in which they diflipated 
their' enormous acpu^ulatioQS, The a^ 
iof gallantry we are noticing could have 
found no imitators but in a financier of the 
iirftraok; and, indeed, it was^ performed by 
the comptroller general* 

In 1786, the annals of gallantry recorded 
this fplendid offering of love^ l^E. De Ca* 
Joune, for a new year's gift^ gave a favour* 
^e lady, a handful Df piflachio nuts, wrapt 

<3L «P 



Digitized by 



Google 



^^g , MINISTERS, &c. '^^ 

Mp in papiliotes; and in prcfentihg them, he 
tvafiiedliier not to deftroy thtpaptlbtes with- 
out proper precaution. The lady wanted a 
corafit-box to contain the piftachios. The 
clever and enamoured minift^r offered her a 
fupcrb gold box enriched with diamonds; 
but what was the furprife of his miftrefs 
when opening the box ftie found it full of 
hew loui», and developing the papers dif- 
cdvered each of them to be a note of the 
' C^iffed-Ecbmpte, for 300 livres! 

"Maddmoifelle de Beauvoifin, had long 
eapt^'ated the heart of M, Baudard de 
Saint- James, treaiurer of the marine. This 
'magnificent minifter having more money 
thatn tafte, had fpent on this Cyprian 
veteran enormous fiims. He gave her, only 
in jewels land other prefents, about eighteen 
"hVindred thoufand livres, befides an annuity 
6( lixty thoufand livres. At her death the 
-<a1e of her eFefts afforded a curious ipecula- 
'tibn to the faftiioixable circles; it was at- 
I tended 
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(ended by the ladies of quality, as well as 
thofe of pleafure. Among the curious arti- 
cles were found two . hundred rings, each 
rivalling the other in value; a^d her col- 
lection of loofe diamonds, like the fhop of a 
jeweller, were amaffed in papers; there were- 
above ohe hundred fuits of the moft elegant 
drefles, and linen of a luperior quality than 
had yet been known. This fale made a 
great noife at Paris; and every frail one 
a{pired to become the miftrefs of a minifter. 
It may not, however, be improper to add, 
that this M. de Saint- James, (whofe real 
name was Saint^gemme^ but who had thus 
Anglicifed it) fliortly afterwards committed 
an adl of bankuptcy, by a great deficiency in 
the national treafury, and terminated his hor- 
rid extravagancies by infanity. 

The abbe Terrai, the fcourge of France, \:^^^^^ 
held for his maxim, that every thing in the ^*"^ 
ftatc belonged to the king, and he oppreffed 
the people by the moft defpotic and ex- 
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cruciating torture* We (hall be better ac- 
quainted with him when we come to his 
charafter. At the very moment this odious 
minifter was the public execration, and that 
it became this Unevangelical prelate to have 
fomc little difcretion and modeftj, with 
fcarlefs intrepidity, he infiilted Ffancc by a 
difplay of unparalleled luxury. At the im*- 
portant crifis, when he was quitting the 
adminiftration, he built a palace, which is 
defcribed as remarkable for its coft, as well as 
its elegance. The furniture, and every ap- 
pendage of ornament and utility, prefented 
whatever Could irritate defire, enchant ima- 
gination, and above all, charafteriie the taftc 
of this immodeft and fhameJe/s prelate. 
Among his curioia of voluptuoufnefe, at the 
head of his bed was placed a naked Grace. 
When his friends joked with him on th^ 
fcandalous ornament, he replied, c'eft It 
Cojlume ! that is, it was neceflary for the 
lady whom he honoured with his evangelical 

embraces, 



Digitized by 



Google 



MINISTERS, &<;. 229 

embraces, to imititc the unveiled beauties 
of the excjuifite model. 

M, de Senac, a fermier general, in paying f^jj^^^j^ ^ 
9Q unexpeded vifit to a lady of pleafure, was g"^[. 
informed that fhe was engaged with Mn 
JoJis, a dancer. Tell your miftrefs, faid he 
to the maid, that a fermier general will not 
fuflFer with impunity a difappointm^nt. The 
lady, Jiowever, facriftcing every thing to 
love, perfiiled in her engagement, and the 
fermier general departed burning with indig- 
nation. He refolved to revenge himfelf, and 
that this revenge (hould be the refentment 
of a fejrmier general. Pride was ftrongcr 
within him than jealoufy, and he fubftitute? 
contempt for hatred. With ^ delign of 
paaking our Phryne afhatmed of her condufl, 
he fends her one hundred louis and a filvef 
warming pan, as a prefept^fay? Manuel) to 
affift her in her lying-in ! This was the moft 
glorious moment ii> the life of M. de Senac ! 

M. Dange, a fermier general, on the 
0^3 evening 
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A Frnnier cvcning bcforc his death, received vidts in 

General diet 

loiu^u^* the moft pompous manner. His apartment 
""°°*^' was embelliflied with every kind of luxur)'. 
Seated on a rich fbpha and dreffed in a robe 
de chambre, which floated around him, 
fhining with the moft curious embroidery, 
and buttoned with a diamond of uncommon 
fize, he talked of quitting the world in the 
gayeft manner poflible. But this was not the 
effeftof true philofophy, fo much as of that 
apathy which had ever rendered his foul 
dead to every touch of fenfibility; and, there- 
fore, the more adapted for that of a financier. 
He made his nephew his Legataire univerfeh 
on condition of his paying Jive millions in 
legacies ; wliich his heir very chearfully did. 
The remainder of his fortune amounting to 
eight ^lions — So that our financier died 
worth thirteen millions! 

Among the extra charges made to govern- 
ment in the department of foreign affairs* 
was one confifting of gratifications given to 
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ambaHadors, in occafions where they were 
obliged to pay any iecret correfpondence^ 
&c. Thcfe prcfents, it was publicly re- 
ported at Paris, when Vergennes was 
in office, were aftually given towards the 
fin-money of Madame Vergennes, and 
it is not improbable. There is a degree of 
minifterial corruption which has long paft 
the modefty of blufhing. The predeceflbrsTKeMir. 

trefleseftfae 

of Vergennes made Louis XV, pay the pen- ^"^^^ 
(ions they accorded to their miftrefles. Tha«^'^'*^ 
miferly duke of Praflin placed his favourite 
Mademoilelle Dangeville, on the marine 
lift, for twenty thoufand livrcs. The aiAS 
Terrai charged among th^ extra expences of 
government, a fum of one hundred and 
fifty thouiand livres for his angel Madame 
de la Garde, Such were the minifterial 
abufes! and the wives and miflrejfes of 
minifters, were charged in the national ex* 
fences. 

M. de la Borde, one of this honourable 
Qa Qonfra^ 
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Aninttr^. confrateniityy difplayeda degree of op«-* 
WM* l«nce and tafte, in qiie of his extravagant 
ienofaFiiundcrtakings, which would have been wor- 
thy of a Cxoefus. The defcription of his 
Eng/i/h garden^ aftoniflics by the vaftnefs of 
ks coft, and enchants by the variety of its 
fcenery. Let us eirter a momcyit into this 
fkiry wildetnefa. The fpot 'on which he 
firft formed the conception, appeared to be 
the moft unfavourable poffible; an extenfivc 
marihy ground j a turfy earth furroundcd by 
mountains, and croffed by the river d'j&tamt 
jSes. . The Financier faid let there be a gar- 
, den, and there was a garden,*^To give tor 
this loofe and muddy bpttom, a proper firm- 
pcfe, was the firft command, and inftantly 
^ovX four hundred labourers were employed 
to trench a mountain^ to finooth its frag- 
iftents, and to fprcad it in a layer, after having 
rkared aWay the firft bed of the marfh, oF 
Jts flime and mire. This marfhy earth was 
then throwii t>ytx the fmooth bed of the 
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tdountaln which had difappeard ; and the 
Qiiagled foils produced one, equally adapted 
for the future plantations. The river whiob 
ran in a flraight line, affumed that of 
Hogarth's liae of heauty, end devolved its 
water$ in a Terpentine brightnefs. They 
ycrc flcilfuUy conduced, and were feen fall- 
ijig down the rocks into a magnificent bafon, 
»nd then paffing under an in^imenfe artificial 
bridge, formed of irregular pieces of rock^ 
They fbmetimes rolled into little cafcades, by 
fiibterraneous grpttoes, where the velvet turf 
iuvited repofe* Without, its brightnefs at- 
tcafted the eye, and fbmetimes its thunders 
Angaged the ear. Within, confufed murmurs 
lulled with their foftnefs, and at a further 
diflance to vary the fenfations of the tra- 
veler, a folemn filenee prevailed. 

In another place the foul was agitated by 
terror and alarm. The rocks pil?d above one 
another, in a gloomy light, difcovcred their 
pointed and threatening feagments; every 

thing 
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thing appears in a crumbling ftate, mid 
every breeze echoing through hollow arches, 
fcemed to bring with it a wound or death. 

More agreeable fcenes delighted the imagi- 
nation. The way was not long to Elyfian 
beauties and fbfter views. Floating iflands 
diiplayed their variegated charms, and the 
coups iToeil^ were liberally fcattered about 
the lawns and green allies. A bill blinded 
the view from his Chateau of a charming 
landfcape. The art of a Financier, could 
cafily vanquifh nature; the four hundred 
labourers are called, and the hill becomes a 
plain ! M. de la Borde, fpent on this Englip) 
garden about Jive millions. — ^Thc coft was 
enormous^ and the tafte was exquifite. But 
at the fame time, France was crouded with 
living Ikeletons; with millions of men wanting 
a little bread. 
ofc&rn- Above fifty years (writes the fenfible 

tion« on the g» \ -r • rs x i 

i.orridkui.j- writer of the Lettres Hiftoriques, &c.) about 

TiKS ot court -■■ *^ 

»ink«i5,&c^^^ bankers of the court, have fucceeded 
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each other. Their fortunes arc fuppofed to 
amount to, at lead, two hundred millions ; an 
equal fum mufl be added for the charges they 
have iacurred, and the money they have 
given to their proteftors. If fve bankers 
have gained, ift fifty years, four hundred 
millions, it is not difficult to find, by the 
rule of three, from whence arifes the vaft 
national debt. The metropolis has long feen 
the vain pomp which M. De Beaujon, the 
court banker difplays ; what we are told of 
LucuUus, is nothing in comparifon of the 
prodigalities of this modern Plutus ; ' a royal 
palace offers nothing fimilar to what he calls 
his hermitage. It i^ in the midft of^ people 
weightA down by the preffure of the mofl: 
horrid mifery, that an individual dares to 
infult the nation by fo raouftrous a luxury. 
The government cannot, and dares not, re- 
form fuch abufes; its continual want of 
money obliges it to (pare thefe Financiers, 
who alone enjoy unbounded credit, and who, 

in 
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in a moment of crifis, furuiih the monejr 
required, and make their conditions accord- 
ing to the urgency of the nfeceffities of the 
government. You conceive, after this fuc- 
cin& ftatement, what is the caufe of the dif- 
order which prevails in our finances, and the 
impoffibility in which the government is 
to extricate itfelf from the grafp of thefc 
harpies. 

In another place he obferves. The Fi- 
nanciers have the greateft power in the 
French government, it is they who can 
feed the eternal cravings of the royal trea-» 
fury; but it is alfo they who are hourly 
ruinii^g the ftate. Since the days of SuIJy 
and Colbert, France has never had an exa^ 
ialance of its real fituation ; not one comp- 
troller general has given a true one. 1 do 
not even except the compte rendu of Mr. 
Necker. In that account, or rather ro- 
mance, we find nothing concerning thofc fer 
cret charges of the court, thofe gratificatipni, 

2 and 
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and thofe gifts which we know are made 
<laily. Thofe open loans which have ex- 
iftcd above thefe fifteen years, and' continu- 
ally ufcd, are not even mentioned. They 
hide from the king and the nation j the ruined 
ftate of the finances ; becaufe it is this dis- 
order which is neceffary to enrich the admini^ 
Jlrators and to keep in pay that multitude of * 
protestors on whom the mini/iers depend/* — 
What a ftriking reprefentation is this of the 
ruin of the finances, and the chain of 'cor- 
ruption which connefted the various parts of 
government! Aiid to what amounts the 
whole? A few voluptuous and wicked ftate 
vermin preying on the vitals of the public, 
and eating the people's iubfiftence for their 
breads Men devoid of feiifibility , wrenching 
the morfel of the peafant and the citizen, wet 
with their tears. And to what pxu"pofe? To 
bribe others; to enrich themfelves ; and to 
Itvy new taxations. 

That 
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sinpoiar That thc Frenchmmiftcrs of ftatCjUkctlic 

fcduetion of 

?oSttreft of thaX-Jratermty, frequently deluded the 

minds of the ^ r n • t /• 

pt^oj^e. « people, and let anoat in the current of popular 
credulity, many modes to (educe and gratify 
^ them is very probable. But the following 
anecdote is fi> fingular, and one would think 
improbable, that iincc we cannot pa(s it over, 
it will be ncceflary to give our authority. It 
is to be found in the Lettres Hiftoriques, 
Politiques, et Critiques, vol. IV. p. 1 76. 

D' Alembert (fays the letter writer) (hewed 

a letter which a ftatefman had written to 

him, and who, while he aflcs his advice, 

begs him to reviie and digeft a preamble to 

a decree, which mi^t /educe the people ^ and 

make them admire what they read, without 

however, being enabled to underjland any 

thing. Thefe are the words of the man in 

office. " "Je ne veux point admettre dans les 

arrets du confeil un vrai trivial et une clartt 

tropfamiliere. Je veux un vrai de recherche t 

um clarte elegante^ unc naivete Jine, toute 

brillante 
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ifillante de termes pompeux^ releoii inopiniment 
de fbrafis arrondtesy de vocatifs intermediaires^ 
it dadverbes indefinis.'^ I will not admit ia 
the decrees of council, a common truths and 
familiar cleariiefs« I wifh to have a truth 
of re/eareb, an elegant -clearnefs, a refined 
fimplicity, brilliant with potnpous expreflion, 
unexpeftedly heightened by rounded phrafes^ 
intermediate vocatives, and indefinite ad- 
verbs. — ^This is a very curious fpecimen of 
the dreadful abufe of eloquence. I am not 
a metaphyfician, and (hould be glad to ub-' 
derftand the diftimftion between un vrai 
trivial^ and un vrai de recherche. There is. 
no doubt in thefe myfterious exprcfEons 
iomtihivi'g more than meets the ear. An 
boneji man^ however, knows only one kind cf 
truth. 

Another fingular anecdote, but a more 
probable one concerning the American war, 
« given by the abovem^ntioned writer,- vol- L 

p. 204. 
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iJIS^'^of P* ^^4^** "^^ proves that becaufe the commtri 



the Amen* 



cial {peculations of the minifters and their 
iubalterns would be rtiined, if a peace had 
taken place; the war in 1777^ between 
England and France was the re(ult of their 
individual interefts* Thelc arc his words. 

^^ The war in which we are going to ba 
plunged, is the confequence of a (imple mer- 
cantile {peculation. Several of our miniften 
have made among theijifelves an a6l of co- 
partnerfhip, in the commerce of America^ 
The firft expeditions proved very profitable; 
but as they have a confiderable outftanding 
fund, they will not difTolve thpir partnerfhipi 
before they are reimburfed for their advances 
and receive the profits, which are to arife 
ftccording to the calculations they have 
made. Peace would overturn all their Ip^ 
culations, and ruin the lenders of the various 
funds. It is necefTary to inform you, that the 
cxpences, &c. of the eftabliihment amount 
to an enormous fum> Firfl of all muft bp 

paid 



Digitized by 



Google 



|)il<!, their difedow; their bpok-kecpers ; 
the under clerks ; then follow the mijirejfes tf 
the mmjiers\ their fpns er daughters; bro- 
thers^ coufins, and even their grandchildren; 
then thofe who lend their name to this Ipecu-^ 
lation{ courtiers and prote£brs* When this, 
world is paid, minifters are to gain, notwith- 
ftanding all this, cent per cent. Then cal«* 
Gulate the inferior profits, which xnuft be 
made before the net balance. Perhaps you 
think I am not (erious; I afiiire you I hayp 
known feveral of thcfcprofegcf of a minifter^ 
who, at firft had only a falary of fix thoufand 
livres, and who now enjoy an income of one 
hundred thoufand, and have become lords of 
two or three manors. A firfl clerk told me 
in November 1777, " If peace took place at 
this moment, my principal would be ruined^ 
and I too. We have all our fortune in 
America, and we wait for itwithimpatience*^* 
^^ This is the reafbn for which the king has 
not jet declared for the Americaos; be will 

R only 
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only do this tvlich the fliips we cxpe6k are 
fafely arrived/* 

Such is the ariecdote which this writer has 
given ! If it is authentic, it muft excite the 
indignation of every honeft man, when he 
reflefts that the profits of a fct of unfeeling 
merchants, leagued with corrupt minifters, 
can thus interfere with the prosperity of 
nations! Some wifl not eafily ccniceive that 
armies rufliing on eac^ other; and cities 
devoted /to the Iword and the flames, Imvc 
found their origin in caufes ftill more minute 
than 9 banditti of merchants complotting 
in their compting houfes! It has been faid 
thatt the war in 17571 between France and 
Pruflia was occafioned by a critical hon mot^ 
^rhicli Frederic pointed at Ibme verfes at 
Cardinal de Berais! Becaufe Dr. Franklin 
ivas notiifed at court with the attentioa his 
meritsrequired,we are told, that was thecaufe 
of his inveterate hatred againft England, and 
his indignation might probably have urged 

him 
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, kim to realife his tvcll known menace j 
henc4^, perhaps^ the independencej of America! 
How often have the moft trivial pokits of 
etiquette produced long and defolating wars ! 

It was not only between minifters and Louis xv. 

a ftock job- 

merchants, that ^uch Ihameful practices ex- ^*'- 
ifted, but if we are to credit the following 
cmccdote, Louis XV, was a^oci Jailer. 

When M* Bertin was miniftcr, he was 
agent for the exchanges of this monarchy it 
was him who had the care of his majefty's 
ikvings. He did his ftock-jobbing bufineis 
very profitably by buying on the Ipot, good 
paper at fix and feven per cent, according 
to the fcarcity of moaey» One iiay he pro- 
poied td Louis XV. an operation of feve- 
ralnjillions. — ^^ Sire,'* {aid he to the ry^ 
Jl^k-johbety " The ro^at Mils lofc a great 
deal in the place; their difcount is now 
ccnfiderablej it is the moment to buy feve* 
ral millioni^. I am certain they will rife, 
and that there muft follow a confiderable 

H % profit 
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profit in a fhort time."—** 7%df paper^^ re* 
plied the PRUDENT monarch — ^^ is not fa 
be depended upon; the rj/k is too great T^ 
—It was bis own paper of which he was 
talking I 

When the welT known Caglieffra was in 
London, he wrote a letter to a friend at 
Paris, which excited confideraWe attention^ 
It defcribes the horrible dclpotifm of French 
miniftcrs, and gives a pi6hire of the interior 
of the Baftillc. The following paragraphs 
merit prefervation* ^ 

^ My boldnefs hia* irritated your minifter. 

*Hc xlid jxot ehufe that a foreigner under the 

locks and bolts of the Bafl:iHe,fhouId, aslhavo 

' done, difcovered his agents, and his pnnciples^ 

" to the French tribunal ; the nation^ the king» 

and all Eurojpe — 

The nation- " — Your perlons and your properties are 

at 'the mercy J r s: 

•f miniftcrr ^^ jj^e mcrcy of the miniftcr alone. It is not 
^ difficult to deceive his majefty, hj reprefen* 
— , tatioofi^ 
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tations artfulty calumniating, and never pof- 
fible to contradift, to obtain a Lettre de 
Cichet by furprife; to expedite and execute 
iA a moment; to plunge die innocent m a 
. dungeon, and give up his houfe to {>il^' 
lagcrsfc 

^* When die king (igns, he repofcs on the 
report of his minifter; and on wjdat does this 
minider rely? On unknown complaints, or 
dorii; ififormations, which are never com* 
nmnicated^ too often on iimple : reports, * 
calunpiating conjefhires, ibwed by hatred 
and gathered by envy. The. vidim is ftriken, 
vi&out knowing from whence the blow 
comes;. happ7 if'th? minifter has no per- 
foBal enmity, : • 

♦^ Do' all • thC'.ftatc prifons referable the a dcfcripti- 

on of the in- 

Baftil^^ Yov have no conception of itsgjj^!^^^^ 
horrors. The cynicsd impudence, the odi- 
ous falfehpod, the falfe pity, tb^ bitter irony^ 
the n%ercile{s cruelty, injuftice and death — 
iH thefc reign in thefe dungeons. A bar- 

P. ^ barous 
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barotts iitence is the kaft of the dirimes tijeft 
committed, 

^^ I was more than fix monthsynot ^bovethf 
difiance of twenty feet frprn my wife, and | 
was ignorant of it. Others haye jbeei^ en? 
tombed above thirty years, and have been 
{uppofed desuj, and wpre unfortunate |)ecaufe 
they were not ! Not having, like the damned 
pf Milton, any other light in their abyls, than 
what is neceffary to perceive the impene? 
trable thkknefs of the glopfsi that furround 
theiji; they would be alpne in the uniyerfei 
if the eternal did not i5xif^. . Yes, my fticnd, 
rhaVe feid a captive, and free I repeat j 
what crime IS thert which is not fully ex- 
piated by a month in the Baftille? 

*^ You, Frenchmen ! h^Ve pvery thing tfl 
render you Happy, a, fertile foil, ^ fbftclir 
mate, a good heart, a t:harming gaiety, and 
genius embellifhed by the graces: you are 
adapted for all things; without an ccj^ubI in 

. the 
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.the art of pkafing; without mg.fters in others.; 
you only vant, my goqd frien^ a (haa^ 
jnatter; that is, to fleep with (ecurity in 

ypurbc4s«" 

The count, (if the count wrote this encr- 
.gctic?piftl9).finiihes by a remarkable fen." 
.UBce, which every honeft n^an will warmly 

addrcfs to the frgjinf Frencbmenr—^^ Changes 

enfia d'opinion, -.(t mmfts M libertiftir. la 
. ^i/ott" Change, at length your opinipnsj ah4 

4derv9 Li^ERXTf by the m^ans of ^^Asojir, 

> In the " Letti:ps Hiftpriquea, PolitL^es et 
Crjtiqpicp lories JEvcnemei^- qui fe iont 

^^paffes depuis l^l% jvi^u'a pref^nlf" i^J;Qi» 
.floc date4 July 1 780^, The following extra^ 
defcrib^ the ftfttp of die nation »t that-period, 

. i^n4 the preftnt r^vohi^on ha? copfirmed.tl^e 
iaga^ityandjudgmer^QfthfiWfifcr. ,• 

, M I havfi no doulbt^^ th? Freflc^.^re 

j^ttvbftd y^ tbcif, fo¥erei|0,;, but you ?re '^ 
^vii^ m what pafles 14 tbe interior pf 

I^ 4 France, 
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France, as well as of the difpofitions of thoft 

who refide in the country, whofe ignorance 

is not fuch as you fuppofe. I have frequently 

Sintqbreb. travelled throughout the kingdom, and have 

riiWk ^^«ri aftonifhed at the enlightened ftate of 

^'^ the' people. 7/ is not ndtb the KLmo that tbtf 

aredifatisfied^ iut witJbJbuMimsrEfiSi Hitf 

fee with indignation the defpbtifin ^xercifed 

by them under the naine of the- monarch.' I 

was furprifed to find in the Suburbs and vit 

lages the loweft people who were perfedly 

inftrufted of the American revolution, and 

the catifes' which occkfioned it, Theitt^ 

Habitant' -of cities, ftiH fiiord enlightened, 

^afc for the greater part REPUBLiCAfrs j it i$ 

above all ifi^comttiercial towns that the fpirit; 

'*o^ independefice 'ttia^ you 

^rin no conception of Jthe ' "freedom with 

^hich thejr'lpcakv" and of tihie manner wfiidi 

■ |hey~eenftirff ail the dperationk of the govern* 

' mint. ' Thdy are liigiifyincenfed Wt the PrS* 

iio6ATiyEg accorded tatfifc ifojfiivrvi and 
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Clergy, of that croud of Privileges which 
thcfe two orders enjoy, as well 9s ^1 thofe 
who purchafe titiilary offices, which exempt 
^em from contributing to the wants of th^ 
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S^fl.^^' P^^^Met Circenfem, Bread and Thcatrcii 
«Kka wkT fuch was the motto of the Roman peoplci 

tuxs. 

and fuch apparently was long that of tbc 
French nation. This may be fuppofed by an 
ordinance of the police, made the 14th of 
April 1784, and publifhed with the found of 
trumpets. At the moment the parliament 
was making rcmonllranccs concerning the 

dearnefs of flour, and on the immediate ne« 
ceflity of giving bread for a vaA number of 
the famifhing poor, the government alfo 
watched over the pleafures of the populace* 
In this ordinance^ which relates to Merry* 
Andrews, P^ntaloonSt Ropc-dancerSt and 
other exhibitions of the fiur at the Boulevards, 
Qr environs of P^iSi it is declared, that thefe 

smufem^Ot^i 
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amufements, being made for the people^ to 
refrefh them from their labours, and 'hinder 
the dreadful effeds qf idlenefs and intempe* 
^nce; it being neceiTary to put them at 
a rate which does not exceed their ability, 
the managers of their vagabond troops are 
£)rbidden to raife thejr firft ieats to a higher 
price than three livres ; their fecond to twen- 
t]r*four fols ; their third to twelve ; and their 
fourth tQ fix. All this might have been very 
laudable, if the people were not abfolutely 
ftarving at the moment thefe amufements were 
l^ven to them. 

The following anecdote will amplv ferve to singuhTtii- 

° ^ ^ ccdotc of ». 

pharaacrife the national frivolity; it is tooj;;: Jj;;"^ 
]unufing to apolpgifefpr its minute detail. 

In January 1769, an important caufe was 
brought forwards in the higheft court of judi- 
pature. This caufe was of a mpft extraordi-^ 
nary nature, and the prevailiog topic of con-* 
iFerfat}on. It was boyght with gygat avidity, 

w4 
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and was at once to-be found on the daiky 
dcfks jof the lawyers, arid the brDliant toilettes 
of the ladies. , It was entitled, '* For th(j 
^* coeffeurs de danies q£ Paris, againft the 
" corporation pf maftcr-barbers, hair-dreflers, 
*♦ and bagnio^keepers/' It is. proper to ob- 
ferve, that the bagnio-keepers generally; 
dreiied the ladies' hair after bathing. 

Thofe bair-drcffcrs, who prcfumed to dtc& 
both feKcs, in this cafe, maintained that it 
\vas their excluiive privilege to drefs the hf 
dies ; and indeed they had feveral of their ad« 
verfarics imprifoned or fined, &c* Thcfe, ia 
their turn, defended themfelves, and pretend- 
ed that the exclufive privilege was in their 
favour ; becaufc, firft, the art of drefling ladies* 
hair is a liieral art^ and foreign to the profef- 
fipn of the makres perruquiers ; fecondly, that 
xhcibAMtcoi xbc perruquters does not give them 
the pretended cxclufive rights and, thirdly, 
that they hisivp hitjtiertooppsr^iTfdtheinf and are 
. . indebted 
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indebted to them in.confiderable dalnage^aild 
intcrefts. 

It is probable that fome able pleader flnltlfed 
himfelf in drawing up this memoin This 
frivolous cafe is condutaed with art and cle- . \ 
gance, and every where difcovcfrs the playful 
hand of a mafter, who perhaps thus unbend-^ 
cd himfelf in the midft of more painful avo- 
cations. It will gratify the reader's curiofity 
to extra£l fome of thefe brilliant parages. 

In his firft divifion the orator, who makes cuVious p^-. 

f \ . ncgyricoii 

his clients (peak in tfieir own perfons, main- ^j^^J^jn^ 
;tains that the art of dreiling the ladies' hair 
is a liberal art ; and compares it to thofe of 
the poet, the painter, and the ftatuary. " By 
" thofe talents," iay they, «* which are pe- 
** culiar to ourfelves, we give new graces to 
•** the beauty who is fung by the poet ; it is 
^* when fhe comes from under our hands that 
** the painter and the ftatuary reprefent her ; 
'^ and if the locks of Berenice have been 
•* placed among the ftars, who will deny that 

« to 
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*' to attain this fuperior glory flic was firft id 
*' want of our aid ? 

'* A forehead more or Icfs open, a face 
** more or left oval, require very different 
*' modes; every where we muft embelli(h 
*' Nature, or corredl its de£ciences. It is 
'' alio neceflary to conciliate with the colour 
'' of the flefh, that of the drefs which is to 
" beautify it. This is the art of the paintjpr ; 
** we muft fcize with tafte the variegated 
" (hades ^ we muft employ the chiar' ofcuro^ 
^^ and the diftribution of the fhadows to gi^e 
*' more fpirit to the complexion, and more 
*^ expreiCon to the graces* Sometimes the 
" whitenefs of the 'fkin will be heighten- 
" ed by the auburn tint of the locks, and the 
" too lively fplendour of the fair will be 
*' foftened by the greyifh caft with whidi we 
•* tmgc the trefTes." • ^ 

In another place to prove that their art has 
claims to genius, the coeffeurs de dames zM, 

•♦ If the arrangement of the hair, and the 

various 
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Tarious colours wc give the locks, do not an- 
fwcr our intention, wc have under our hands 
the brilliant treaiures of Golconda. To us, 
belongs the happy difpoiitian of the diamonds ; 
die iJadng the pearl pins, and the iiifpending 
of the feathers. The general of aa army, 
knows what reliance he can make on a half 
moon, ^a term of the then fa(hionable drefs) 
placed in front ; he has his engineers, who are 
diftinguiihcd by their titles ; and we with a 
iparkling crofs advantageoufly placed, know 
how difficult it is for an enemy not to yield* 
It is we, indeed, who ftrengthen and extend 
the empire of beauty/^ 

Several legal difcuffions now follow, the 
aridity of which, do not permit our gay plea- 
der to take his happy flights. But he appear^ 
with all his felicity of imagination in the pe« 
Toration. 

• After having informed us that there exiil 
above 1200 co(feurs de dames at Paris, he 
thus doles his oration/ 

3 Some 
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Deface of * Soiuf rigid ccnfuitsrs will, perhaps iky, ^ai 
they could do very wdil without us, and that» 
if there were lefs art and omamente at the 
toilettes of the ladies, things would be all for 
the better. It is not for us to judge, if the 
manners of Sparta were preferable to thoie of 
Athens; and if the fhepherdeis who gazes on 
herfelf in the glaily £3untain9 interweaves feme 
flowers in her trefles, and adorns herfelf with 
natural graces, merits a greater homage than 
thofe brilliant citizens^ who ikilfuUy employ 
the refinements of a felhionable drefs* Wc 
muft take the age in the flatc we find it. We 
feel a congenial difpofition to the living man« 
ners, to which we owe our exiftence, and 
while they fubfift, we muft fubM with 
|hem.* 

' Shortly afterwards, the cafe in favour of 
the coeffeursy was ordered to be fupprcfled, as 
unworthy of the majefty of the tribunal to 
which the fuit was brought. The coeffeursp 
however, gained thejr caufe agginft the Per- 
a ruquicrs. 
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rtitiuiers, and the Graces triumphed over the ti' wiea 



interett 



Monger of Chicanery; The ladies had takert '^;;:!^l^ 
a warm intefeft in their flvour^ and formtd df^ffcr*. 
f6r them mod powerful folicitations. This 
ioftportant trial was crowded by a moft brilliant 
aflfemblage, and when the grave decifions. of 
the court were fihally made, it was approved 
by a fudden dapping of hands from the anxious 
beauties of Paris, who cotifidercd the affiiir of 
their coefeurs, as of th« moft national cfofa* 
fetjuenc*. 

If thefe anecdotes forcibly characSterife the a patent ob- 

fi>\i\cd for 

levity of the nation, the following one, p^r-l^^l^^, 
. haps, can only find its' parallel in the annals ^n w^^fi^g 
of the effeminate city of Sybarls. iL't^rm 

In September 1769, , there was formed anS 
cftablifhmenti which had obtained ah e^^. 
clofive privilege, to haVe filjceri umbrellas, fox* 
the purpofe of furnishing thofe who felt them- 
fclvcs incommoded by the heat of the fun^ 
during their walk over the Pont Nevf! Offices 

S wero 
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were eteftcd at the extremities of this bridge, 
where the voluptuous petit maitres^ who were 
fearful of fpoiling their complexions, pro- 
vided them/elves with this light and ufeful 
machine, and left them at the office on the op- 
pofite fide, for which they paid two liards. 
It will be acknowledged, that this Speculator 
was profound and fublime in his national views, 
4and furcly the Government was not inferior, 
when they granted him their letters patent for 
thofc umbrellas ! It difplays, however, the in- 
duftrious ingenuity of a needy Frenchman,, 
when his wit is eten greater than his wants. 

Sityficai In January 1772,^ all Paris appeared intc- 

couplets on 

ihcTwtion. j-eftcd in the following iktyrical couplets. 
PIcafant as tliey may appear to us, the Go- 
vernment qaade very ferious enquiries after 
their Author, who would have found a feady 
furnifhed lodging for the wifiter, in fcmc apart- 
ment in the Baftille. 

Chantoos 



Digitized by 



Google 



Chancoas dans im badin yatidevilk 
Le retour'des vertus qu^on aura, 
L^hooneur gochi^^ue a la cour, a la viUe, 
Lefentiiaent, qu'ontrouvedcvioiixftyl^, 
Cela reviendra. 

Fran9ois, ncpcrdcspaaTcfperancc, 
Toutvabic'i, tout encor mieux ira ; 
La liberte, le credit, Tabondance, 
La candeur, les jeiuites^ rinnocence 
Cela reviend a. 

Tout revicnt, la pudcur^ le cotirage. 
La gaiete, les moeuts, ct c«tera: 
Jc (ais ijicmc une dcmoifcUc fage, 
Qtn <Sfoit, en perdant fon pucelage> 
CeUWiendra. 

Let tis dng a playful vaudeville, 
V^e return of tht virtues we fhall have ^ 
The Gothic honour at the court and city, 
The Sentiment, that is now become obfokte^ 
An will return. 

Fittchman lofe no hopes* 
All is well, aadallwillbebett^« 
Liberty, credit, and abundance^ 
Candour, die Jefuitt* and Innocence^ 
Ail will return. 

^ ^ will returot Modefty and CouragCt 
Gaiety, morals et caetera, 
I know evena wife young lady who faid 
Whea ihe ha4 loft the precious gift of nature 
AH wiji} return. 

8 a At 
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At an entertainment given by the Duke of 
Aiguillon, a fweetmeat, reprefenting the va- 
rious parts of Europe, over which his mi- 
niftry extended, was placed in the centre of 
the defert. The Duke offered fome of it 
to the Vifcountefs de Fleury, to take her 
choice. This lady, after the ufual careleff- 
nefs of a pretty won>an, when (he has to chu/c 
a fweettneat, faid, then my Lord Duke give me 
France ; I can devour it as well as another. 

Remarkable SoMETiMES thcfc ffivoHtes wcre checked 

repartee of 

Didm,t. i^y ^1^^ folemn voice of a philofopher, when at 
the tables of the great, a philofopher did not 
lofc his voice. Diderot, it is well known, 
was honoured by the favours of the Empre/s 
of Ruffia, and was confidered as her literary 
agent at Paris. , Diderot had long wora niDurn- 
ing; which modeft drefs he confidered as not 
ill adapted for the charafter he affumed, as a 
man of letters. The Count de Broglio, a 
petit maitre, and a poor wit, attcmjpted to ri- 
o dicule 
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dicule him for the black coat which he af- 
fcded to prefer for his drefs. He afkcd him, 
if he was in mourning for the Ruffians ? Sir, 
replied the philofopher, if I had to wear 
mourning for a nationy I (hould not go far to 
feck for one. 

We (hall, for a moment, difplay the bizarre Curion. 

^ anecdotes of 

fafhions, which were continually changing at \l^^^, 
Paris; the refidence of every fpecies of fafliion- 
able folly. 

It will not be improper to preface thefe 
anecdotes, by the following defcription of the 
Parifians, which was written in 1 71 5, by the 
great Montefquieu. From which it will ap- 
pear, that the French nation has long been 
chara<a:erifed for its volatility of tafte in drefs. 
They have only (hewn conftancy, in the 
inconftancy of their charader. 

" I find, (fays Rica, in the Perfian Let- 
ters) that the caprice of fafliion with the 
French, • is aftonifhing. They have forgot 

S3 . how 
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how they were, dreft this {ummer; they are 
ftiU more ignorant how they (hall be dreft 
pext winter ; of what ufc were it to fend you 
an exa£t defcription of their cloaths^ and their 
drefs. A novel £i{hion would come and dcftroy 
my work, as that of their workmen; and 
before you would receive my letter, all would 
be changed, 

*' A lady, who quits Paris for a fix months 
retirement, returns as ancient, as if (he had 
been out of the world for thirty years. 

'^ Sometimes the head drefs mount gra^ 
dually, till a fuddcn revolution flattens them. 
There was a time when their immenfe height 
placed the face of a woman in the midft of her-* 
ielf At another, it was the feet which occupied 
this place, for the high heels were a kind of pe- 
dcftals, which kept them in the air. Builders 
have been often obliged to ^aife, lower, and 
widen the doors, according as the Ladies 
drcfles required." 

We ihall now communicate to the reader, 

a few 
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t few anecdotes, which, among many, we fe- 
Icd, as no unamufing fpecimens of a national 
levity f unknown to any part of Europe, bujt 
the French nation, before their Revolution- 

Amon« the curiofa extravagancies of France, sinpuar«. 
was the Angular fafhion, of wearing fquare*''^"^'*"* 
hats, or hats with four points. It prevailed 
in 1776. This grotefque covering, was ufed 
by the petit maitres for their morning difhabille. 
Shortly afterwards, fome innovators intro- 
duced a novelty of hats, with two points ; 
this did not profper. The Englifli flouched 
hats, at length, prevailed above the reft. All 
thefe fafljions exifted in the courfe of one 
year. The Duke de Richelieu difmiffed His 
valet, becaufe he gave him a hat witfi four 
points, inftead of two. 

Drefs was often carried to fuch an exceflivc 
extravagance, that the frivolous themfelves 
could not help, fometimes expreffing their af- 
toniftmcnt. Thus, in the yeir 1781, when 

S 4 ^the 
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the Thuillerics formed the fpot of fafhiohable 
refort, it exhibited a theatre of fuch bifarre 
fccncs, that a Hogarth might have been taught 
» fiew leflbns, and have given us the genius of 
the nation, from Iiis reprefcntatiolis of the ri- 
diculous, with which they abounded. The 
metropolis was crouded by top many idlers, not 
to have fome fingular and extravagant onea. 
Among feveral of thefe extravaganzas, I (hall 
give two of either fcx. A young man appeare4 
in a coat, waiftcoat, breeches, and ftockings, 
of the colour of merde dole \ (a dark bottle 
green) his ihoes, ^nd his hat firings, werp 
alio of the fame colour ; and to r^ach the fum- 
mit of extravagance, his hair was powdered 
with merde d'oie. This original, foon ^ttraftcd 
a prpw4 ; and the Suifs was obliged to defirc 
our little fop of the merde d^oie^ to rctieat^ 

Not long after, a lady elegantly drcflcd, ap- 
peared at the fame place in a riding habit, and 
\vith a man's hat, holding it in her hand, or 
tjiking it OiT at j^leafure. No lady before this, 

it 
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it appears, wore an habit, for this female fin^ 
gularify attraded admirers ; but, like her male 
predeceflbr the fop, fhc was civilly d^fired to 
wear another hat, or not walk in the Thuil- 
Jcries, 

It is not only by the etirnal mutation Qf^/^^Z 
fa/hion, but by its extravagance, that the Pa- * 
rifians of thofe days are to be diftinguiflied. 
No (boner a mode appeared, but the futility, 
levity, and fury of the petit maitres, made it 
degenerate into the moft whimiical extrava-r 
gance. In 1786, reigned the mania of but-;- 
tons; they n6t only wore them of an cnor-P 
mous fize, as large as crown pieces, but they 
painted on them minatures, and other pi6lures; 
fo that a fet of buttons was oftei) valued at an 
incredible price. Some of thefe petit maitres^ 
wore the modeft medals of the twelve Cefars ; 
others, antique (latues ; and others, the meta* 
piorphofis of Ovid. At the Palais Royal, a 
cynic was feen, who impudently wore on his 
buttpns, above thirty figures from Arejtin, fb 

that 
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that every modcft woman (if there was a mo^ 
deft woman in Paris) muft have been obliged 
to turn away from this eccentric libertine. 
The young men, imitated the romantic fancy 
of the ancient knights of chivalry, and wore 
on their buttorts the cypher of their miftrefs ; 
and the Parifian wits, exercifed their puny 
taknts by forming with the letters of the aI-» 
phabct, infipid rebuffes. In a word, the ma- 
nufadlure of buttons was a work of imagina- 
tion ; which wonderfully difplayed the genius 
of the artift, and the purchafer, and which 
offered an inexhauftible foiirce for converfc:» 
tion. 

To this fafliionable extravagance fuccceded 
in the fame year, that of the waiftcoats. Thcfc 
became a capital obje6l of luxury in drcis. 
They had them by dozens, and by hundreds ; 
as they had fliirts. They exhibited the fancy 
of the wearer, by their fine paintings, and 
they were enriched by the moft coftly orna- 
ments. Among the variety of fubjc6lts they 

offered 
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etkred to the eye^ a number of amorous and 
comic (cenes were drawn a vine-gatherers, 
hunters^ &c. ornamented the chefls of the 
eJegans i and over the belly of an effeminate 
trifler was feen a regiment of cavalry. ' One 
cf thefe amateurs^ delighted with finer fan- 
cies, had a dozen of thefe waiftcoats painted, 
to reprcfent the fined fcenes in Richard C^ur 
de JLion^ and the reigning operas of the day ; 
that his wardrobe might become a learned re«- 
pofitory of the drama, and perpetuate its hap« 
pieil fcenes ! 

Thefe anecdotes, exhibit a reprefentation of 
fuch extreme levity, and frivolous refinement, 
that in a True Briton, who has never travelled 
out of his own neighbourhood, they muft ex- 
cite not lefs furprifc than contempt. 

In 1774, a head-drefs was brought in vogue 
by fome adulative courtiers, which was called 
** The caps of the prefent time/' But tibcy 
had more ' of agreeable fancy than hifloric 
truth. They confifled of two horns of abun- 

dance. 
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dance, richly loaded with golden ears of corn, 
hung not ungracefully down the fides. This 
drefs, which as may be imagined, was in- 
vented at Verfailles, was little relifhed at Paris, 
when flour was daily riling in price, and 
while the unhappy people gazed on the beau- 
tiful ornaments of golden wheat ears, they 
were wanting bread. 



ofthcic The fellers of fnuff-boxes, to excite the 

vity of the 

l^Zr\n tafte t)f the amateurs, who inceflantly were 
■>gts,&c. calling for novelties, ingenioufly invented 
^t boxes ^ which they, therefore, called their 
Platitudes. Thedrollnefs of their title, foon , 
gave them a great run. The Duchefs of 
Bourbon, one day, went to one oi the moft 
fafhionable (hops, and afked for Turgotines/, 
the mafter appeared furprifcd, and ignorant of 
the article flic wiflied to have. Boxes, like 
thefe, replied the Duchefs, in pointing to 
thofe of the new confliruftion. Madam, 
thofe are Platitudes, he anfwered ; yes ! yes ! 

it 
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it is all the fame thing, faid the Duchefs. 
What was the confequcnce of this impertinence 
of the Duchefs of Bourbon ? It afforded 1 new 
topic for the circles of Paris -, the name of 
Turgot, remained to thefe ffet boxes; and 
every body haftened to buy his Turgotihe^ or 
his Platitude. 

A play on words, was often an extreme fa- 
vourite. One of thefe was called Les Tout ; 
under this quirk or joke, fourauguft perfonages 
were well enough charadlerifed. It was thus, 
\ht king hses alh, the queen fpends tf//; mon* 
Jicur buys all\ and the Count ^Artois^ laughs 
ztalL Ondit, que le Roi, epargne tout; que la 
Reine depenfe tout ; que Monfieur achete 
tout ; et que le Comte d' Artois fe moque de 
tout. 

In January 1763, the faftiionable topic of 
Paris, was a handfome Dutch lady, whofe 
name was Mrs. Fater. She was the wife of a 

Dutch 
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« 

Dutch merchant i flic formed the converfation 
of every polite circle, and the fubjed of in- 
numerable epigrams and maflf^gals. The fol^ 
lowing one is among the tolerable ones ; the 
French, it feems, did not fpare their mofi 
iacred topics, on the moft frivolous matters. 

Patir^ eft dans notrc Cite ; 
Spiritus^ je voudrois bien ctrc, 
, Et pour former la Triniti 
Filitts on en vertoit naitre. 

The nobility walked to her houfe in a pro- 
ceflion, obferves a fatyrical wit of the day. 
The honeft Dutchman, her hufband, fatigued 
with thefe honourable vifits, faid one day to 
the courtiers, in accompanying them to the 
door: ** Gentlemen, lam very fenfible of the 
honour you do me in yifiting me; but I think 
that you will find here little amufement, I 
fpend the wholt day with Mrs. Pater, and 
we fleep together at night ! — ^Mrs. P^ter, how- 
ever, proved at laft, a belli Infidelk. 

Th» 
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The funeral oration of the queen of Louis 
XV. was made by the bifhop of Pay, at Saint 
Denis. It was a \ cry cold compofition. Wfcen 
fomebody prefent complained of the great 
heat before the Abbe de Voifenon, this Abbe 
replied> notwithftandmg he was an Abbe, and 
the oration was a ceremony of religion, at the 
moment the corpfe of the queen was in the 
church. This is aftonifhing, you have the 
cold breezes of Puy; a country as temperate 
as the bifhop himfelf. This poor pun, ex- 
pofed our bifhop for above two years, to the 
feverity of the frivolous circles of Paris. He was 
obliged to bury himfelf in his diocefc; and 
becaufe of this pun, hardly ever ventured 
to appear in public. 



The levity of the French, was not con- Thcprovi»- 
fined to the Parifuns ; it fpread far and wide, '^^^^^;:^^ . 
and was not lefs obfervable in the remote Pro-as't'hciw. 
vinccs. When the Duchefsof Chartrcs came 
to her provincial city ; on her firft arrival, 

flie 
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(he only appeared in a kind of bonnet, un- 
adorned with that magnificence and multipli- 
city of feathers, which the ladies, in iimitation 
of thofe of Paris, wore. This modeil head-* 
drcfs of the Duchefs, was a caufe of exulta^ 
tion to the good bufbands, who had long pro* 
teftedagainft the new fafhion. The ladies of 
Chartres, w.ere perfectly in defpair on the oc* 
cafion, as they confidcired it as a due conipH-^ 
ment to their Duchefs to imitate her drcfs | 
and for this purpofe, it appeared neceffary to 
quit their beloved feathers. Matters remained 
in this dubious ftatc for a week ; when tlie 
Duchefs having rccoyercd from a violent cold 
(which had been the only rcafon of her modeft 
head-drcfs) ihe appeared at the theatre with a 
tree of feathers on her head. The honeft huf- 
bands beheld this menacing coeffure with 
grief; and an univcrfal joy was felt on this tri- 
umphal occafion by the ladies of Chartres. 
The next day, the ihops were emptied of their 
feathers I This trifling anecdote is very pro- 

per 
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per, to fhew the genius of fuch a nation of 
triflers ; the provinces, it fcems, had not a Icfs 
infcdlious#air than Paris itfelf. 

In 1777, We find that the hair dreffingof 
ladies was fo important and increafing in 
art, that it becanie neceflary to augment the 
number of the artifts of thefe edifices of beauty. / 
Inconfequence of this, a declaration wa[s given 
at VerfaiUes,' the i8th Auguft, and rcgiftered 
in the Parliament , that^x hundred ladies bair-^ 
drejfers, (hould be admitted to the company 
of Maitres Barbiers-Perruquiers. The price 
of their admifiion, was fixed at fix hundred 
livrcs. Befides this company, there were hair- 
drefiers for the kdies of the lower ckfs of 
people, and the Bourgeoi/es; the' talents of thofe 
we are noticing, were to be devoted only to 
iHuftrious and brilliant heads. 

But the afifairs of thefe ladies hair-drefifers, niegovtrn. 

meat iflUe 

became morcy^rwof in the year 1780. Their J^;^-;^ 
order was wgmenting at every hour, and theyth^^J*' 

T formed 
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Ibrmed one of the moft important bodies at 
Fsuis. Proud of the daily ia?ours they tn^ 
joye*d» and giddy with their pride, they openly 
fhewed their utmoA: contempt for the reft of 
their honourable confraternity. Barbers and 
wig*combers» they considered as unworthy 
peerS) and attempted to feparate themielves 
firom fuch ignoble aflbciates. They even pre« 
tended> that they had a jnft right to be joined 
to fome fcientific corps. This imperious ri- 
vality, And the lamentable groans of the bar-> 
bers, became an objeft for the govemment't 
vigilance. Another decree was iflued from the 
king, dated ^4th January, which fixed their 
ximnber to fix Ihuidred ; prohibits their hav^ 
ing more than oneUpprentice eveiy three year^ 
to kttipjcbaob of hair-drefiing ; and above afl^ 
' to place under the (igns, the words, Acadfnm 
de Coeffeurs I 

In 1783, a fatyrical vaudeville appftared bf 

Mi (3wttncenetSi intilukd, « The Yooaj^ 

3 Men 
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Men of the Age !'* The Chevalier dd Ron- *»«,«««• 

menofParit 

therolIes> recognifing himfelf in the 4ercrip^ tl^t^ 
tion, faid, that the Author deferved to be^""^^^** 
Ganed^ This came to the cars of the poet, 
who imtnediately aiked fatisfa£tion from the 
Count. They fought^ and ilightly wounded 
each othef . The bard, crowned with laurels^ 
did not &il to (hew himfelf at the opera that 
tirenihg^ with his ztm in i flings This dir** 
comibincrei made the verfes more popular than 
thcywouldprobably have otherwife been. We 
give it to thes readet, as a piece proper to gre-^ 
ferve in theft Memoirs* 

teaut^s qui fuyez la licence, Ye btiuHes Who fly from licea* 

iMiH tou»not jeunes geni ; ' fioorDefs, , ^ 

L*aihour a defend la France, Shun all our youp^ Inen; 

A fafpe^t de ces grands enfaiitl : Love has deftrted Prance, 
lis out par leur ton, leur langage. At the view of thefe men-chU- 

Effitfouch^ la Toluptiy dren. 

ttgard^ poor tout appanage^ Tbey hare by their voice and 

L*%tu)railce et la n>3Hite. languagt 

keiidered voluptuoufoefs taYtge, 
AjuI kept for their only chara^nf 
Ignorance and nothii^efs. 

Malgr6 leur toumure fragile, Notwithftanding their idlenefs 

A courir lis paflcnt leur tem$ ; They pafs their time in ruiming ' 

lb' Coat iflBportum a la tUU every whercj 

Ta Al% 
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A la cour ils font important : la the dty importunatey 
Chacun d*ciix fans appel decide, Id court important. 

Au fpcdacle ils ont Tair m^chant ^ Erery one pronounces like a jtid|^; 
Par tout la fottife lea guide, At the theatre they look wicked; 

Partout le mepris les attend. Every where folly guides them. 

Every where CLOtempt attends 
them. 

Pour eux, les foins font des vetilles For them relpeAful poliieneis ii 

£t Tefprit n'eft qu*un lourd bon trifling, 

fens i And wit but afie^ation ; 

lis font gauches aupres des filles, Before modeft girls they are awkiii 

Aupres des femmes indecens . Before women they are indcccBti 

Leur jargon ne pouvant s'entendre, Their jargon ^s fo unmtelligihie 

Si leur jeoneiTe peut tenter. That if their youth ihould tempt, 

Ceux que le bcfoin a hk prendre, Thofe whom defire has allured 

L*ennui bientot les fait quitter. Soon quit them with cootempt. 

Sur leurs airs et fur leur figure, Upon their grace, and their per- 

Prefque tous fondent leur efpoir ; fon, 

lis font entrer dans leur parure Almoft all found their hopes ; 

Tout le gout qu'ils penfent avoir. They have difplayed in their drefi 
Dans le cercle de quelqve belles. Whatever tafte they may have, 

lis vont sVtablir en vainqueurs. In the circle of fome fair ones, 
• jVIais ils ont toujours aupres d'elles; They come to eibbliih them- 
Plus d'ailance que de faveurs. felves as conquerors ; 

But they have always with them 
More freedom, than favours* 

De toutes leurs bonnes fortunes. Of all their good fortune 

lis ne fe prevalent jamais $ They never boaft in puUic 

LfCurs maitreiTes font fi communes, Their miftrefles are fo conuBoo 

Que la honte les rend difcrets : That (hame renders them dif- 
Ils preferent, dans leur ivrefle, creet. 

La d^bauche aux plus doux plai- They prefer in thetr ebriety, 
firs ; Debauchery to the fofteft plea- 

lis gouteut fans d^licatefle, lures ; 

Des jouiflanoes fans d^rs* They talle without delicaay, 

Enjoyments without defires. 

Puiffent 
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Puiflent la Tolupt^, lesgraces, Voluptuoufaefs and the Graces 

Les expuifer loin de leur cour ; Far expel them from their court ! 

^t faTorlfer en leur places, And favour in lieu of them 

La gatt£, Tefprit et Tamour I Gaiety, wit, and love f 

Lcs d^ferteun de la tendrefle, The defeners of tendernefs 

I>oivent-ils g^uter ces douceurs ? Shall they tafte thefe delights } 

Quand ils degradent la jeunefle, When they degrade youth, 

. £a doivent'ils cueiller les fleurs ? Shall they cull its bright flowen f 



If fuch were the yqung men of Paris, it ap- '^J^ 
pears, that the manners of the young ladies fa[bk * 
were not lefs reprehenfible. The youth of 
hath fexcs, indeed, were relaxed by every 
fpecies of diflblutenefs anc} frivolity ; volup- 
tuous without defire, capricious without tafte, 
they followed the volatility of faftiion, with aU 
the ardour of idlers, who occupy themfelVes 
on thofe objedts which exert no energy of 
mind, and come not with the fblemnity of 
inftruftion, bi^t folicit regard by the gaiety of 
trifling. 

Of the ftate of the French women, wc 

receive an ample idea in the following prize 

fubjedt, which we find in the Efprit des Jour- 

^naax, for 1783, propofed by the Royal Aca^ 

T 3 demy 
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dttnj of Sciences and Belles Lettres at RooeRi 
It is (obiei^e^ the monthly critic) an int^efkf 
ing que^n. 

Is not the little care which is beftowed on the 
inftradipn of womoi devoted by their prefent 
education to idlenefs, or frivolous occupations^ 
the moft imfnediate caufe of the cbangt 
that has taken place in the manners of the 
pation ? 

It is in the endlefs variations of fafhion that 
thp follies of the fair are to be obferved. Yet 
endlefs as thefe may appear they ftem fomc- 
times to have exhaufted their invention^ and 
they had recourfc tp reviving the moft obfo- 
lete fafhions. In lySa^ there was a rage 
among the ladies for wearing long and wide 
aprons; and ample neckcloths, fignificantly 
called by the French desffbus^ becaufe they 
jconcealed the fine peck of 4 lady« Madame 
h Marechale de Luxembpurg could not pa? 
tiently fufl^r them ( &t (aid, they had the 
air of a cook and a tqoriere ; that is, female 

fervants 
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Jcptttnts who attend the nunneries. To ridi- AnecdoMof 

a lacyncal 

cole with good humour the Dutehefs of Lau« ^\^d^ 

verfes on the 

zun, her grand-daughter, (he fcnt her fora«««^**»* 
new*year^6 gift an apron of iailclotfa^ bordered 
with a fuperb lace, and half a dozen of neck« 
liandkerchiefs of the thick^ft cloth equally 
ornamented. This curious envoy made fome 
noife at Paris, and excited the poetical vein of 
the Chevalier de Boufflers ; he gave on thit 
occafion a charming fbng, which I tranfcribc 
for the pleafure of the reader. All the pro^i^ 
(Ittdions of this ekgant poet are e^rcmely 
beautiful, and full of thofe light graces which 
enchant men of tafte. The ibng is divided 
into two parts» In the firfl, he fpeaks to .the 



J'applaudis a Temploi nouv^au 
Qu'on donne a ma cQufine ( 

Jamais auffi friaad moroeau 
N^entm dans ma cuifine : 

KUe anroit tort de r^pogneft 
A r«tac ^u'elle cmbrafle } 

C'eft ou le bongout doit regner 



I appUud the new employ 

That is given to my ooufia ; 
Never a more delicious morfei * 

H9S everentared btomy kitchen. 
^ht would do wrong not tobe pleas'd 

With theikuation Ihe has cbofen; 
It it where good taftc is the arbiter, 

Thjtt ihe is soft adnaogeoufly 
l^kced. 
T 4 On 
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On fait que des gouts delicati 

Le (ien eft le modelle ; 
Ceux meme qui ne le font pu 

Le deyiennent pres d'elle: 
Mais ma tante on vous avertiCf 

Que votre culfimere 
Ne fait qu'^cillcr I'appctit, 

£t point ie fatisikire ! 



It is known that of delictte taftetr 

leer's is the perfed model -, 
Thofe who are devoid of it 

Receire it, when near her. 
But, aunt, I muft tell you, 

That your little cook 
Only awakens ^e appetite, 

But does not fatisfy it. 



He addrcfles himfcif then to the touriere, 
or nun who attends the turning door of the 
convent. 



Vous en qui mon ceil pr^venu 

Vit une cuifinicre ; 
f aUcz moi d'avoir m^connu 

La plus digne touriere : 
Pieux cotfume, doux maintien, 

Prevenance difcr^te ; 
Oh ma touriere ! Ton voit bien 

Qu*au tour vous etes faite. 



Entre le cloitre et les mondains, 

Ma divine touriere, 
Semble habitet fur les confins 

Du ciel ct dc la tcrrc ; 
Tous deux a fon afpe6t ^mus 

Doivent rendre les armes, 
Les immortels a fcs vertus, 

Les mortels a fcs charmes t 



You in whom my anticipated eye, 

Beheld a cook, 
Forgive me not t« have known 

The moft worthy touriere j 
Pious Hianners, and fofc appearance, 

Wifdom fo difcreet I 
O my touriere, we fee well 

That you are well made for the 
turning* 

Between the doiAer and the world* 

My divine touriere. 
Seems to lite upon the confines 

Of heaven and of earth. 
Both alike moved at her face^ 

Muft yitldtoher; 
The immortals to her vinuesy 

The mortals to her charms. 



Let us obfcrve the levity with which the 
French nation treated their heroes, and fuch* 

perfonsges 
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pcrfonagcs who attraftcd by their political «»<'«^ 
importance, a tcipporary regard. When the a^^"* 
Dukc of Chartres returned to Verfailles, after % with 

which Che 

his wonderful fea-fight at Ufliant with Ad- ^a«r 
miral Keppel, the palace was crouded by 
courtiers of all defcriptions who were anxi*- 
oufly waiting to falute their naval hero. In 
ilepping from his carriage an abbe prefented 
him with a long panegyric ia verfe ; the Duke 
could not afcend the ftair-cafe by the preiling 
croudof adulators who furrounded him. In the 
evening our royal admiral went to the opera, 
and the piece could not be heard, becaufe 
of the loud acclamations of joy with which the 
public faluted their able and glorious admiral. 
Let U6 now pafs to Paris. The Duke of 
Chartres had gradually funk in the efteem 
of the Pariiians. It was now curious to ob- 
fcrve the fudden change of opinion in the 
town. A popular delirium fpread through 
the honeft citizens ; and the ftreets and the 

theatres 
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theatres refounded with the name of the con* 
tismptible Orleans. 
, In the evening, when he appeared at the 
operay every one prefcnt rojfe, and a clamor- 
QUI applaufe lafted £i>r abov« twenty nunntcs. 
When the public finifhed, the orcheftra be* 
gan to exprefe (heir zeal, by loudly ^ourKb^ 
ing their triumphal trumpets. 

There was at this time a company of idlecB 
who ufed to aflemble in the Palais-Royal, un^ 
der a capacious tree which had been trafitf^ 
planted from Cracovia. Thefe idlers caUe4 
themfclves Cracovi/lj;, and their focicty evciy 
evening acquired new members i indeed all 
the Parifians may be foppofed to have been 
Cr^ovifts. Under this tree they amu/ed 
themf<:lves with converfixig on the new Sat^ 
iQuons, and pccafionaUy, ^ much ta the^ 
Jared^ with the pplitiCAl incidents »of t^jicday^ 
' Our hero became an amp^ fub^<3: for ^heir 
diflcrtations, wd they agreed, ip .the exceis of 
their gratitude to cjub their fixpences to give 

feme 
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^me public mark of their admiration. Their 
fixpeDces poured in fo faft^ that at length 
theyfaw themielvee enabled to have a band of 
piuficians and very brilliant fire- works. The 
inhabitants of the adjacent ftreets illuminate^ 
their windows/ and the people were admitted 
that evening into the gardens of the Palais 
Royal. Every thing paffed with the utmoft 
ttranquillity ; if we except the loud veni^ vidt\ 
tpici, which with fhoutsof triumph were re* 
peated for this wonderful naval hero, 

Yet all was not terminated i the career of 
glory was ftill prolonged by the induftriou? 
adulation of Paris, One of the extraordinary 
foUies exhibited on this occafion by the 
good people of Paris, during the (hort refi- 
dence of the Duke there, was the following. 
They dreflfed a wicker image to reprefent the 
perfbn of Admiral Keppcl ; they fang a fong 
on his Jefiaff in prefence of the Duke and 
Dutchefs, they dragged him then in a dung-» 
pirt, and after having broke their fcurvy jefts 
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on this poor wicker figure, he was thrown 
into the pond of the Palais Royal, with all 
the abufivc epithets and imprecations, which 
•a fwinifli multitude can fo copioufly difplay. 
What is furprifing in this afKur is, that their 
highnefles could authorife fo indecent a fpeC'^ 
tacSe to pafs under their eyes, and (andtioned 
as it were by their approbation. But perhaps 
the Duke defigned by all this Xo perjuade the 
good people at Paris that he really had ob- 
tained a complete viSlory over the Engliih 
fleet— or perhaps conceived that a triumph 
was honcftly due to him, becaufe he had not 
been defeated by Admiral Keppel. 

But the triumph of the Duke of Chartres 
did not here terminate. Such was the na^ 
tional levity y that fcarccly after ten days fuch 
clamorous plaudits, the town turned rebel- 
lious, recanted from all their former proceed- 
ings, and he who had juft received the tribute 
of public gratitude, became the butt of every 
wit and the objeft of every fatyrift^ ' His ma- 
ritime 
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ritimc exploits, his return to Paris, his often- 
tation at (hewing himfelf immediately at the 
opera, and the flupid admiration of the ideots, 
were all now expofed. One of thefe vaude- 
villes is not amiis. It was m^ft favourably 
received by the city, and found even admirers vauddliie 

on the Duke 

at the court. The fatire was ftill rendered ^^ ^***'^«»- 
more poignant, by the author adopting the 
verfes to the tune of a fong much in vogue, 
and which had for title Les Revenans. The 
poet addrefTes himfelf to his Serene Highnefs 
in the followbg ftanzas« 



Vous faites rentrer notre annde ; You order our fleet to return home^ 

L'Angleterre tres alarm^e England trembling with the alarm, 

Vous en iouera : Will praife you ; 

Et vous joindrez a ce fuffrage, And you will unite to this fuflrage^ 

Les lauriers et le digne hommage, The laurels and loud homage 

De Topera ! Of the opera. 

Quoi ! voDs a:Tez vu la fum^e ! What, you have fmelt the fmoke ! 

Quel prodige \ la irenomm^e A prodigy ! Fame prepares 

Le publiera ! To publiih it ; 

Kevenez vite, il eft bien jofte Return quick, it is but jud 

D'offrir votre perfonne aug;ufte, To ihew your auguft perfon 
• A Topera ! At the opera. 

Tet 
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Td cherchtet la toiroR fameule, Thus fecklnf f<Mr the teiout fiec^^ 
Jafon fur la mer oragenfe Jafon on the fiormy r<a$ 

^ Se httarda ! Adrentured ; 

Sn'en eut qu*ime,«ipburvot pelnes,He had but one ; for 3rour libonxt 
Jc Toos en promets deux douzaiact^ promife you two dozeit 
A i'opera t At the opera. 

Chert badauds courez a la ftte ; Dearf^Tti run to the feftiTali 

Farm] vous criea a tue»t£te» Cry till your throats are hoari% 

Bravo ! bravo ! Braro, braro. 

Cctte grande a&ion de guerre, This noble a6^ien io war^ 

Eft telle qu'il ne s'en voit gucre, Isfuchi'thatis rarely Ceenany wherCi 

Qu'a Topera f But at the opera. 

Grand prince, pourfuii ta carriere,Great prince I purfue your careefi 
Franchts nobtement la barriere, Nobly leap over the barrier^ 

De Topera ! Of the opera . 

Par de fi raret entreprifes. By fuch rare enrerprifes, 

A jamais tu t'lmmorulif^s. You will immortaliie yourCelf 

A I'opera ! At the opera* 



The immortality of the Duke indeed did 
not laft above a fortnight ; and his inanity 
had only rendered him ridicuIouHy con^i«- 
cuous. In the mafquerades which the queen 
had after her lying-in, under the cover of a 
mafk, the courtiers often exprefled their ge- 
nuine fentiments. Truth then appeared at 
court. Among the many poignant retorts 
.which the Duke received in thofc few days of 

liberty, 
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liberty, one from a lady whom he infulted, is 
perhaps the moft tolerable. M. De Genlis, 
in reviewing with the Duke fcveral ladies at 
the ball pointed to one near them, who at- 
tra<^ed by the graces of her figure. The 
Duke, in a /oud wAi/per, faid. It is a beauty 
that has pafled. Cf/i un beautS pajjee. My 
Lord, retorted the irritated lady. It is like 
your fame. Mon feigneur^ c'eft comme votre 



The jiational levity ^as amply difpla3rcd Anecd..te» 
when Dr. Franklin firft excited their atten- ^I^^iArtlT* 
tion. He fof a long time was a fafhionable » V. ^ 

Fraoklm. 

topic, and the enthufiafm of the^French (who 
perhaps were ardently defirous of obtaining 
that liberty, which was ^ then for them but a 
Tiiioiiary perfeftiori they did not yet venture 
to gaze at) difplayed itfelf in all the multiform 
ihapcft of extravagance. Franklin became 
dicir idol ; becaufe in paying their homages 
fo him, they at the iame time gave a vent to 

thofe 
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thofe concealed fentiments reipedinggovenx- 
ment which would have been too dangerous 
for them openly to have exprefled. Their 
frivolity feenied animated by a new energy, 
which the following anecdotes will perhaps 
fufficiently difplay. 

Fpnch In 1777, the reignmg mode was to have 

Di. Frank* an engHiving of Dr. Franklin placed over the 

thimney; as formerly, fays a cotemponuy 

jaurnalift, they ufed to have a pantin. A 

^ pantin was a kind of puppet which was made 

/ to move on fprings and generally meant for 

the amufement of children. It is curious, 

continues the' fame joumalift, to obfervc the 

portrait of this grave Englifhman turned into 

derifion, like that of the trifling plaything 

which entertamcd our idlers thirty«years ago. 

A print-(hop fold 6000 of thefe portraits in 

the iirfl week of their appearance. 

Dr. Franklin, an honeft and fturdy Briton, 
muft at his £ril reiidence in the frivolous 

court 
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court of Verfeillcs, have felt a continued in- 
dignation and a fincere contempt for the puny 
Sybarites who furrounded him. A ftern re- 
publican, as he pretended to be, would not 
patiently have fupported the (hameful luxury 
and the abje<ft fervility which glared On his 
contemplation at every regard the philofbpher 
caft about him. Perhaps it was the perfua- 
fion of the neceffity of fupporting them for 
the intereft of his infant nation that induced 
liim not to vent a groan, or give way to an' 
cxpreffion which might appear to reproach this* 
ruinous magnificence, this infulting oppref- 
fion, while he faw the greater part of the na- 
tion languifliing in extreme mifery. 

At firft, however. Dr. Franklin was Dr.' 
Franklin. No man is corrupted at the firft 
attack; human nature is to be mined, not 
ftormed. He feems gradually to have ac- 
cuftomed himfelf to the reigning vices and 
frivolities, till at length the ftern republican 
appeared without a blufh at brilliant balls, 

U divine 
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« " ' ^ 

dlvbe fuppers^ and a,U the elegant fccncs of 
' fafhionable diffipatiori. 

Thefe refledtions have arifen naturally from 
the foUdWipe anecdote which we (ball give in 
the cxad words of the reporter. It is dated 
iji February 1778. 

Dr. Franklin bumani/es him/eJf tnd begins^ 
to fhew himfclf ia conipany, even in the 
inripft fafljionable circles* This (hpws more 
tfcan any thing;, his good undcrftandiog with 
the government, ^nd the fatisfadlion he de- 
rives from the good news lately received from, 
his country. Lately he was at a ball given by 
Madame dc Flpiilac, the^ lady of a financier. 
There was ^ charming aflcmblagc of young 
and beautiful women^ who every one fuccef- 
fively went to pay him their homage, and 
embrace him, in fpite of his fpedlacles. 

The ph^lofophcrs, however, are greatly 
offended with the oftentatious luxury wliich 
he fufFers iu his grand-children, and which 
forms a-fingular contraft with the fimplicity 

of 
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of the EngUfti philofopher. TThey have &t 
up a new fa{hion of wearing red heels j k 
frivolous decoration^ very well for a courtier 
of Veriailles, but very unworthy 6f the de- 
fcendants of one of the heads of the Congrefs 
of PhUadeIphia« 

One of the moft ftriking mottees whicK 
were choien for the portrait of Dr. Frankliiij 
is the jfoUbwing one, which chara&erifed this 
great man« It is^ indeed^ a fine verie^ and of 
£ogukr felicity. 

Eripuit cobIo ftilmen, Sceptnimque tyrannls. 

He raviihed the lightning from Heaven^ andl thi 
fcepcre from tyrants. 

This in as concife a manner, as poffible, gives 
us the two great labours of Franklin ; as A 
philofbpher, his difcoverics in eJedtricity ; and 
as a politician, his eratancipation of the op** 
prefled Americans. 

We muft place in this article, the reception 
of Voltaire on bis return to Paris ; the extra- 

U a vagance 
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Curious ^gancc difplaVed on this occafion, was ccr- 

anccdotcs ^ x <f 

vis J^inly «nore the cffba of the national levity, 

reception on - #• i • 

hisr..turntothan,of thcif genuine admiration for fupcrior 
genius. . Roiiflcau jiever received fuch loud 
|}ublic tributes >of applaufe. But the feds 
will bcft explain thcmfelves. Let us attend 
ibis vain^ frivolous, ingenious, and even fub- 
lime Voltaire ; his fatuity more powerful even 
than his fcnfibility ; his pride greater than his 
genius; bis impudence fo exceflive, that at 
length it ended in modefty. All this in Vol- 
taire w;as extravagance ; but die Parifians were 
^11 more extrayagant. 

Whether any fatirical, or other fignification 
3iva$ intended, it is^ perhaps, difficult f o affimi ; 
l)ut Voltaire, on his return to Paris, appeared 
in a chariot painted with a iky blue, and 
ilrewed with ftars. He, perhaps, refolved* 
that the world {hould not be miftaken when 
he rode about the town; or, perhaps, he 
Imagined that his coming to Paris vvas the 
fame as going to Heaven. 

. ^ He 
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He had prepared the public, for bis ap- 
pearance that night at the theatre. An ex- 
pcding multitude, had filled the vaft court- 
yard of the play-houfc. Scarce had this ex- 
traordinary man appeared in this extraordinary 
chariot, when everyone cried — ** There he is." 
—The Savoyards, the apple-women, all the 

canaille of the quarter were there,, and the 
acclamations of Five Voltaire^ refoundcd with- 
out end. The Marquis of Villette, who had 
arrived before, went to receive him in de-r 
fcending from the chariot, in which he was. 
accompanied by the Procureur Claufe. Both 
fapported him with difficulty, and faved him 
with fomc trouble fi-om, the embraces of the 
eager croud. At his entrance in the play-, 
houie, a more elegant world, feized with the 
genuine enthufiafoi of. genius, jcrouded round: 
him ; above all others, the ladies threw them-, 
fclves before him and ftopt his way, that they 
might contemplate him .the better. Some 
were even icen to touch, tremblingly alive all 
U 3 over. 
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ovcr» his drefsy and ioQie even fnatched ibme 
of the far of his coat. 

This faintj or god of the evcningi was to 
fcat himfelf between Madame Denis and 
Madaniede Yillette ; and the pit with convuK- 
five rapture, waited the moment when the 
poet was to appear. He came, and they icn-- 
mediately called /or the crown. Brifard, an 
a6);or> approached to place it on his head-* 
Voltaire cried out, jih Dieu I vous voulez 
done mefaire mourir^ weeping with joy, and 
refufing the honour. He took the crown and 
presented it to his belli et bcnne^ She refufed 
it, till the Prince de-Beauveau feiliDg the 
hurel, replaced it on tho head of the French 
Sophoclcsv 

But the greater triumph waa referved fer 
the cloie of the play, which was one of bis 
own tragedies* Hi& buf^ had been brought 
from the academy, ^ind wa& now placed on a 
pedeftal on the fkge. The adors furrounded^ 
it in a demi circle^ each holding a garland in 

the 
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the hand. A crown was placed oh the buft ; 
the noife of trumpets, drums, iiid fifes, an- 
nounced the ceremony, and Madame Vcftiis 
holding a paper, repeated with an cmphafis 
proportioned to the extravagance of the whole 
fcene, the following verfes. . 

Aux yeux de Paris cnchantc 
Re90is en ce jour un hommagCy 
Qiie confircnera d'age en age. 
La fcvere Pofteritc. 

Non, tu n*as pas bcfoin d*atteindrc au noir rivage, 
Pour jouir des homieurs de rtmmorttdxt£ ; 

Voltaire recois la douronne 
Que Ton vient de fe prefenter; 
II eft beau de la merited 
Quand c*eft la Fraiice qui la donne, 

Td th^ eyes of enchanted Paris 
Receive ix>w tbis tribute ; . 
Which will be confirmed from age to age 
By fevere Pofterity. 

No* ! for yoxr it is not necefliary to reach the black ftream> 
7o enjoy the honours of immortality. 

Voltaire receive the crown 

That has been juft offered ; 

It is glorious to merit (ucK a diftioi^oUy 

When it is France that gives it. ^ 

U 4 Thesb 
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These vcrfes were encored ; and an engrav- 
ing has been made of this fcene. Every adtor 
placed his garland round the bud ; and becaufe 
Madcmoifellft Fanier, in a fanatic extafy chofc 
to kifs itj every other ador kifled thebuft. 

When the performance finally doled, a new 
confufion remained for the modeft philoibphen 
Juft feated in his chariot, the croud would not 
fuiFerhim to depart. The horfes were ftopt, 
and our reporter fays, they were kifled. Seve- 
ral yoiing poets cried out, that the modem 
Apollo fhould he dragged home by the peo- 
ple ;. but as the croud were not all poets, there 
were not a fufficient number of eathufiafts 
ready for this purpofc. However, Voltaire 
heard as h^ paHed along, an eternal echo of 
Fivafs. ' 

Such was the apotheofis of Voltaire, and 
fuch the national delirium. When he returned 
home, he again wept, and modeftly proteftcd 
that had he hgd the ilighteA idea . of what 
had paffcd, he would not have gone to the 
pUy. Charmed wilh Jiis reception at Paris, 

he 
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he immediately bought a houfe ; but his re- 
ception coft him too dear ; for the agitation 
gave fucha (hock to his aged frame^ that he 
died in the next month. 

Thb frivolity of thefe Sybarites is fu£Rciently ^^^^^^.^ 
evident; nothing could awaken them from their "omi frivi- 

lity. 

trifling refinements. In February 1779, at 
the very moment they and their Spanifli ally 
had received the completed defeats, an univerfal 
joy took place in Paris. The objedt that 
could fix the attention at this critical period, 
was not a battle won, or a fleet deftroyed ; it 
was an opera dancer. The celebrated Made- 
moifelle Guimard, who having had the mis- 
fortune of ftraining her foot, efi repetant un 
pas dedeuxy in the ballet of Medea and Jafon, 
rendered Paris unhappy. This accident caufcd 
a general alarm, and the war with England 
was forgotten ! Their wounded admiral, the 
Count d'Eftaing, and their numerous foldicrs, 
who periflied before Savannah, was the con- 
^ verfation 



Digitized by 



Google 



2^8 NATIONAL LEVITY. 

verfation of a few days i but the ftrain of GuU 
mard's foot rendered them inconfolable. The 
nobility, the clergy, and the tiers etat^ (fayi 
the writer of the Lettres Hiflotiques, PoM- 
ques et Critiques) alike participated in this 
public calamity. Every one. haftened to leave 
his ticket at her houfe ^ and her Sui& twice 
a day diftributed ^ bulletin of 'her fituation^ as 
was cuftomary with the royal fam3y# Thi 
day fhe danced on the ftage, appeared a day of 
public feftivity. In what country, ancient or 
modern, were aftors, but what is worfe, 
opera dancers, thus protc<5led, arid adored, as a 
virtuous nation, would have adored illuftrious 
charaAers ? 
^^^^^^^ But a^ the war occafionally occupied their 
ihcTr Svo- volatile minds, their levity v^s alfo dcfirous of 

l»ty. 

feeing the nature of a battle— %at leaft at the 
opera. The cerebrated Novcrre, in one of 
his ballets, introduced a number of the French 
guards to perform their manoeuvres. The 
cfi3^ was flriking j and when the poft brought 

a new 
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a new account of a defeat, the frivolous Pa- 
.rifians confolcd therafelves with a view of 
their foldiers mixed among their dancers f All 
the nobility affi ft ed at this fpeflaclc; and the 
Marechal do Biron, complimented Noverre in 
his having converted the opera into a fchool 
of Ta6Ucs. The fcrjeant who had the honour 
of heading thefe foldiers, on the theatrical 
beards, was recompenfed by a crofi of the 
order of Saint Louis I 

If Ibme, who appear to have poflefled a 
gravity not congenial to the fentiments of their 
fellow citizen, cenfured thefe theatrical ex- 
hibitions, and feid, that thefe foldiers, might, 
in war, be employed to a more ufeful purpofe ; 
there were not wanting fome who flattered 
the public tafte by agreeable verfes. The fol- 
lowing ones attrafted notice, though they 
katvc little but their vanity to diftinguifti them* 
The laft l\r«5-is fatyrical and not amifs. 
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Quand Mars nous laifie auprcs des belles, 
Nous n^ voyon$, nous u'ajimons qu'eUes, 
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Et nous bomons tous nos exploits, 
A fuivrc de Tamour les loix. 
Mais auffitot que Mars ordonnc 
Que nous allions fous fes drapeaux. 
Nous quittons Venus pour BelIonc» 
Au clergi cedant nos travaux. 

Thcmau- TuE Bottle-conjuror, was long a cauic o 
Sotc exultation to our Gallic neighbours, which 

\^hichfcrvc» 

'"""w Sr ^^y eternally repeated as a proof of our 
national credulity, and the facility with which 
we might be impofed on* The following an- 
ecdote will, however, ferve as a counterpart, 
a4id we may, if it is worth the while^ take 
our revanche^ on our once gay rivals. 

In December 1783, when the air-ballooQS 
were the objcd: of public attention, there ap- 
peared in tht Journal de Paris, the fashionable 
periodical publication of that period, a let- 
ter from a watchmaker, who, without fub- 
fcribing his name, offered. to traverfe the river 
Seine, between the Pont Neuf, and the Pont 
Royal, fo quickly, that a faft trotting horfe, 
which was to fet off at the fame time, . {hQuld 
4 not 
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not reach the oppofite extremity, before him. 
To ipake this experiment, he afked for his re- 
ward, two hundred louis, when he reached 
the appointed fpot ; and which were merely to 
pay his travelling expences to, and loft time 
at, Paris4 He appointed the firft of January, 
if the river was not frozen, for the experi- 
ment. The town was immediately agitated ; 
Tubfcriptions filled rapidly ; and at the court 
and the city, their only talk was concerning 
the watchmaker, who, like another Saint 
Peter, was able to walk on the water, fafter 
than a horfe could trot by land. As fome, 
however, appeared to doubt its prafticability, 
he fatisfied the enquirers, by defcribing his 
apparatus. ' Thefe confifted of a pair of elaf- 
tic Sabots^ joined by a thick bar. Every 
fabot was to be one foot long, and feven inches 
high, on an eqiial breadth ; and if neceflary, 
he was to hold ip each hand a bladder ftrongly 
blown.' He aflured the public, that he could 
repeat the miracle fifty times in an hour. 

About 
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About the 20th of the months the pubUc 
were alarmed by feveral reports/ that the 
'watchmaker of Lyons, who was to walk 
over the river Seine, without wetting his feet, 
was an ideal peribnage. The learned journal- 
iils, were humiliated by the confcflion of 9, 
facetious gentleman M. Combles, who, in thjc 
gaiety of his imagination, had attempted to 
try the credulity of the Parifians. But our 
humouriil greatly endangered his liberty by 
the joke ; for he had not only impofed on fe- 
veral dlftinguifhed perfons, but a focie^ at 
Yeriailles had fubfcribed a thoufand livres, and 
which fociety was formed by Mo$i/teur, who 
is too grave a prince to fuffer with impunity 
any perfonal ridicule. Indeed, the city of 
Paris had begun to hxiM/cafoIds, for the con- 
venience of the fubfcribers. 

The facetious invention of M. Combles, 
was in great danger of being puniibed like 
a ilate crime ; and dreading the refentment of 
Monfieur and the cityof Paris, he haftened to 

the 
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the lieutenant of the police^ and fupplicated 
his afllftance to extricate him from this An- 
gular embarraflment« He aifured hitn, that 
he was led to play this joke^ with no evil 
defign, but merely, as having obferved fince 
the invention of the ^roftatic inachines, that 
the Parilians talked of efieSing every wonder 
they conceived, it was to give a timely check 
to the national credulity, that he had imagined 
this harmless piece of pleafantry* He defired 
that the lieutenant would inform the public, 
that he was authorilcd in giving notice, that the 
watchmaker, in attempting an experiment on 
the river Rhone, had funk, and been drowned. 
The lieutenant, in anfwer, told him, that he 
oould not authorife.fo impudent a fidion, but 
would do his utmoft in foUciting his Majefty's 
pardon. When M. Bretcuil prefented the 
king with the lieutenant's letter, his Majefty 
laughed, aod amufcd himfelf at the coft of 
Alonfieur, and the Court. It was thought 
proper to conclude this affair, by informing the 

I public 
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public, that the watchmaker was infane, and 
that he was neither defirous nor capable of 
performing his engagement. Many of the 
fubfcribers could not» however conceive, that 
to walk over the river, as faft as a horfe can 
trot, was lefs impra(fticable than to ride in the 
air. 

Thegmm* The National Levity was infehfibly dc* 

«f the nation ^ ' 

wrllTo. dining about the American war. In 1782, 

tkr appear- 

tacc about a writer defcribes the ladies as being: all -^- 
mt^r* gtomanesi and, indeed, about this time, after 
the fplendid vidory of Rodney, the fafhion- 
able female Parifians, wore bonnets a la Rod» 
ney. For the vanquifticd, voluntarily to ex- 
hibit the honours, and thus to rejoice in the 
advantages of the enemy, is a curious fa<3: in 
the hiftory of human nature, and an inftancc 
of the moft fingular levity. Indeed, about 
this time, the French were gradually meta- 
morphofing themfelves into Englifh manners 1 
and an idea of the excellence of the Britifti 
goverpment,' was. rapidly propagating among 

the 
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the people. Thefe £ngli(h maxims^ were^ 

for a while» tolerated ; as the court coniidered 

them as only a temporary levity in the nation, 

which would pafs like its former ones. But 

liberty was infenfibly acquiring a fbrm and a 

Voice I and the bonnets h la Rodney ^ (hew, that 

though the infant firft appeared in fport, its 

Kh-ength and growth gathered till it rofe with 
a gigantic force* 

This is apparent by the following anecdote, curiom 

anecdote re* 

The influenza fprcad about thi? time $ and that ^^!^S^ 

War* 

olfo was converted into a faihionable drefs ; the 
hats and bonnets of the frivolous Pariiianst 
were all influenzas. The Count de Vergennes^ 
in a converfation^ was defcribing the fingula** 
rity of this epidemic diforder^ and faid» it way 
called /if mal Ruffe t becaufe it firft appeared at 
Peteiiburgh.— We are threatened^ obfcrved a 
Duchefs prefent-^^/>i& another malady^ which 
xinUcome firom ^)9y^r4.-— What is that madam? 
bterrogated Vergennes,— The Indepbnd an- 
sa, replied the fair Caflandra ; I am informed 

X that 
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that our troops in that country, are delighted in 
finding that every foldier may hope to become a 
general, ifhe fliews any takntsfbr war ; that the 
Americans acknowledge no diftindtion of nobi- 
lity and rank, and that all men are equal. This 
infinitely pkafes the French ; in their return 
home, they will dwell with rapture on thefe 
events; they will tell their relations and 
fiiends all they have feen, and in what man- 
ner men become independent ; they will teach 
here what they have learnt there, — The Count 
de Vergennes was greatly embarraffed at this cf- 
fufion. This minifter had formerly perfuaded 
himfelf,that the reparation of the Colonies from 
the Mother Country, and the war of France, 
would ever after have a fatal influence on the 
future exiftence of England. But our coun- 
frv -fhewed refources of which our enemies 
appeared ignorant. 
A new fa- The govemtTient, on this occafion, lowered 

fhion allud- 

i;s^°Aj^c.j^f^j£ even to interfere and tyrannifc over the 

>Irnmcnt.''" faftiions and glory of the fair fcx. In i777> 

a coefure was announced of an allegorical 

nature. 
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feature, called auxinfurgtmi to -the infurgcnts^. 
Thisdrcfs, however, never appeared, as it was 
immediately forbidden by government ! But, 
to prove the inconfiftency of this volatile admi- 
niffaution, fix months afterwards* a political 
engraving was advertifed for by fubfcription, 
in which their triumph was celebrated, and 
called ^* America Independent**' . 
The French nation gradually appropriated tThe French 

begin to 

fomcthing of the energy of the Britifh cha-^Mit 
t^Qxx. They firft imitated our faihionis, and/ 
at length adopted our manners^ and even bur^ 
government. This change was viable ib fari 
back as the year 1783^/ The petit -maitr-es,v 
and coxcomb abb6s, were metamarphofedi 
into reafbnable beings. There were no more, 
any of thofc frivolous converfations, where 
the fashions, theatres, intrigues of court, and 
feparations of love, formed the only topics. 
Thefe pretty nothings, were followed by itn-^ 
fible converfations ; they only talked of the 
revolution of America, liberty, equality, the 
X 2 abufc 
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abafe of miaifterial power; reibaining de^ 
podim ; and thefenning a conitittttioa drawn 
from thofe of the Americuf > and our nation* 
Satirical fongs appeared no more $ the enon 
of a minifter> or a general^ were not now pat 
into Taudevilles ; but they reafmed on every 
thing; they converied and meditated on the 
Conftitutiort^ t*he French were formerly foo 
little inftru£ted i they were now, perhaps, too 
JUddmly inftru&tdi The Hvomen pardcularly, 
were £>remoft, in csnilting on the revolatk»i 
of America. They were folicitous, they ufed 
to fay, to propogate the new principle of go- 
Temment^ In a word, to c1o£b our refledioos 
by an anecdote, a iafhionable beaut)r addrefled 
herfelf to a gentleman, in theie words « 
'< The empire which our lex has ever en« 
joyed over your's, (hall fcrve fbr the future to 
teach you to (hake off the chains of defpotifin, 
that you may wear no other than our ovfn.'* 
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IN t^ article w^ purpoie coile6ling thoi^ 
anecdotes whj.ch will amply di^laj the 
fiivQlous charafler of the nation. The in* 
iolence and depraviQ^ of the players; and the 
connexion there exifted between the mMJfien 
of ftate i^id thetf^orx <tf the ^eatre. 

The riband of the order of St. Michael^ 
'which was beftowed on perfbns diitinguiihed 

X3 by 
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by their fuperior talents, or by eminent 
fervices performed for the nation, was, in 
1762, prefented to M. Rebel, one of the 
direStors of the opera^ by the intreaty of a 
courtier, as a marie of royal approbation, 
and as an incentive for his colleagues, and 
thofe who were to (iicceed him in his im- 
portant employ. He had alfo a penfion of 
nine thoufand livres, to fupport the honours 
of the ribband! 

The infer In 1762, the French theatre had to boaft 

. Icncc of the 

•^^'•- of a variety of favourite aftors ; but the 
verfatility of their talents did not hinder them 
from, bearing one chara^leriftic trait of in- 
folence and libertinifm. 

Madamoifellc Clair ot was tlia' Heroine. 
"She became the queen of the theatre', and at 
length the queen of Pam. 'When the pub- 
lic followed her with adulation, fhe retired 
with contempt; arid when her companions 
reproached her with the rarity of her ap- 
^ ' " pearance, 
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pcarance, (he anfwered with the dignity of a 
fovereign — " If I play feldoro, you and the 
public are equally obliged to me; one of my 
nights makes you live for a month.'* 

When Grandval, a celebrated adlor, was » 
invited to a tete-a-tete by a fair lady of qua- 
lity, their interview was in an apartment 
ornamented with the portraits of her iUuftri* 
ous family. At the moment he was linking 
into her arms, ah^ Grandval! faid the yield- 
ing, and yet half modeft fair, que diroient ces 
beroesy s'ils me voyoient entre vos bras? lis 
diroient, replied the infulting theatrical hero, 
i/s diroient que vous etes une putain. 

Sometimes the a6lors found it their in- The nam« 

of two 

tereft to give a^jreprefentatioh gratis. In ^^^'f^^iji^ 
June 1763 the French playhoufe, one night, ^ ' '"^" 
was opened on theie terms. Mademoifelle 
Clairon and Mademoifelle Dubois, between 
the play and farce, came forward on the 

X 4 llage, 
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ilage, and threw money into the pit, in 
Crying Five le Rci. — ^Thc poor populace en- 
chanted with a few fixpences, very loudly 
fhouted Five le Rot et MaiemoifilU Clairtm^ \ 
Vhe U Rot et Mademoifelle Dubois! This ! 
a6tion of the two theatrical queens was con- | 
iidered as moft infolent. fiut when we en« i 
ter ntiore deeply into their manner of life, 
and the irrefiftible power thefe women bad 
over the firft characters in the nation, it will 
not excite furprifc. 

About this time, when Mademoifelle Clai«> 
ron had her portrait engraved, a mania for a 
long while was Ipread throughout France to 
purchafe it. In lefs than three months ihe 
had received above five hundred louis. 

Anecdote of Xhe followinff anccdote will difolay the 

the power of w * -^ 

'^'*"* importance arid power of the aClors. Freroft 
had in one of his journals, delineated a por* 
trait of Mademoifelle Clairon, which was 
too refembling ^ot to be recognifed. She 

immediately 
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Immediately went to the gentlemen of, the 
king^s bedchamber, and threatened that if 
ihe was not revenged on this Satirift, fhe 
would retire from the ftage. An order was 
ibUicited and obtained from the king (Louis 
XV.) for the conveyance of the journaHft to 
Fort TEveque. Having the gout fortunately 
at that moment, his friends obtained a ilif- 
penfioa of the order, till he was capable of 
moving. The literary world loudly ex- 
claimed againO: this dreadful exertion of 
power, in fevour of an a^refs^ who had been 
not long fince a fugitive ftroller. This affair 
for a confiderable time agitated the court and 
die capital. Every one took a part in this 
quarrel. Freron had powerful friends, but 
the minifter would yield to no intercefiion in 
his favour but from Madomoifelle Clairon 
ber{ei£% The queen at length obtained his 
pardon, l^bis was not, however, approved 
by the aSirefs. She addrefTed another letter 
to Vcrfailles, in which ftie lamented that flie 

2 now 
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now law that her talents were ho more 
agreeable to the king, lince it was allowed 
to abufe her with impunity ; and, therefore, 
fhe perfifted in her retreat. She afterwards 
perfbnally addreffed herfelf to the duke of 
Choileul, who condefcended to amufe her 
with this reply, and which fufficiently ex- 
preffes the intereft felt in this national 
concern. Madame, (anfwered the duke) 
you and I are alike on a theatre ; but with 
this difference, that you chufe the charafters 
agreeable to yourfelf, and are fure of meeting 
with the public applaufe. There are only 
ibmc perfons of a bad tafte like that mifer- 
able Freron, who refufes to give you their 
votes. I, on the contrary, have my taik, 
vrhich is generally very difagreeable; do what 
1 can, T am criticifed, condemned, hiffed, and 
ridiculed; but I do not for all this, refign. 
Let us facritice our private refentment to tlic 
good of our country, and let us fervc it, in 
our bcft way. Since the queen, madam, has 

accorded 
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accorded her pardon, you can now imitate 
hef majefty's clemency. The theatrical 
j queen fmiled with a noble contempt at this 
i elegant jeering, and retired with difpleafure 
I on her elevated brows. She Immediately 
f called a committee confifting of her friends,. 
I and the whole company of the theatre. At 
: this council table, the Duke of Duras pre- 
fided. He wrote on this occafion to 
.M. de St. Fiorentln, that it was to be feared 
the whole troop would defert, if the modern 
Melpomene was not revenged of the info- 
lence of Freron. This letter terribly alarmed 
M. de St. Florentin, and this minifter wrote 
to a princjcfs that the affair daily became of 
the utmoft importance, that for a long time 
fo ferious a matter had not been, agitated 
at the court, which was equally divided, 
and that, in fpite of his profound refpcft for 
the orders of the queen, he believes that he 
muft on this occafion prefer thofe of his 
majefty. How ' this important altercation 

was 
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was concluded wc have not diicovered; but 
this is v(?ry immateri^, 



coriQpf In April 1 765, there ^xiftc^ a confidcrahlQ 

ciieatrical 

^*j^ fermentation in the dramatic corps. One 
tm&aon.*" Pubois, a very middling ad^or, was cured of 
a certain malady by a furgeon, who com- 
plained to the company of the nan payment, 
^nd the a6tor denied the debt. Mademoifelle 
Clairon, fired w^tl^ any reflection on the 
honour of th^ company, raifed her coborti and 
addreffed herfelf to the Duke of Richelieu. 
Thi§ lord treated the afikir as a matter be- 
tween perfbns of very little coniequence, 
and told the players that ^ they were the 
peers of Dubois they might judge him. In 
confequence of this they expelled him, with 
one Blai^ville, who ftppeftred to have per- 
jured himielf in fbme pther adkir. All this 
fhews how nicely thefe important peribq^ 
ages confidered the point of honoltr. But 
the affair did iiot thus terminate; it was only 

a black 
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t black (ky» and the florm was yet to come* 
Mademoifellc Dubois, the daughter of the 
exiled playeft took the a£^ir it heart, and 
ibught by the attra6lion of her charms, to 
I gain a patron in the Duke de Proufac, and 
I to reinftate her father in his full honours. 

She was not unfuccefiful in her attempts, 
; tod his majefly commanded that Dubois 
! Ihould appear on the flage* This gave rife 
I to a fcene at the theatre, with which, (ince 
\ its inftiCtttion, the a£tors had never yet ven-^ 
i tared to infult the public. When the king's 
s order was known, a plot was immediately 
i formed by Mademoifelle Clairon, and the 
I firft a£brs, not to play that night* The 
i hour of drawing up the curtain approached, 
and all the a6tors were (uddenly indifpofed* 
' The remaining members of the troop, in a 
fltate of inconceivable embarraffment, apply 
to the Marechal Biron, who happened to be 
there. It was agreed to change the play* 
But the real ftate of matters was already 

well 
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well known in the pit. A mifcrable aAof 
ftept forwards, announces the change, iudde-» 
Clares the defeftion of the a6lors. Inftanlly 
a ftorm of hilling, and whiftling, terrify this 
unfortunate dramatic oraton The play is 
loudly called for, and the public repeat the 
names of the miffing ailors, with that of 
bridewell. The guards offer to quiet the 
tumult; but M. Biron^ would lay no re- 
ftritlion on the public indignation. In a 
word, the money was returned, and the 
public iffued, refblved to punifh the iniblencc 
of thefe adlors. 

The next day the ferment ipreads through 
all the claffes of the people. WiU it be 
eafily believed, that a council was in confe- 
quence held by the fecretary of ftatc, merely 
to quiet this diflurbance? . It was then 
agreed that the adors fliQuld be impri- 
Ibned. . ^ ' * 

Their imprilbnment was a fplendid tri- 
umph. Mademoifelle Clairon had her prifoii 

I magnificently 
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magnificently furniflied, and a prodigious ^^J^^^.j.^^*^*" 
affluence of carriages were every day rolling fpSuui. 

umph. 

to the court of this theatrical queen. She 
gave numerous and heavenly fuppers, and/he 
ftill infulted the nation by a difplay of opu- 
lence and luxury. The king, (he faid to 
the Exempt de Police, who came to conduft 
her to prifbn, may feize my fortune, my 
peribn, and my life, but her honour was 
a facred depofit, which kings could not 
touch. — True, Madame, replied the Exempt, 
where there is nothing, the king lofes his 
rights. 
The affair was at length terminated by 

, granting a penfion to Dubois, who .played 
that year, and who, it was agreed, (hould 
then retire. Mademoifelle Clairon had a 

; tedious difpofition during that period, and 
at length tranquillity was reftored to Paris, 
without occafioning a civil war as dreadful 
as that of the Guelphs and Gibbelines. 
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Anecdotes The depraved manners of the men of 



Dcrt of the fefl^io^f attd the infamous luxury of the opera 
tiieopeni dancets, awaken^ continually, indignation in 
a reflecting mind* Mademoifelle Grandi, a 
figuranti, complained at the opera, one even*" 
ing, that (he had loft a lover, who had given 
her a thoufand louis in five Weeks* A Spec- 
tator faid, that ihe could ea(Uy fupply this 
lofs. The figuranti anfwered that it was 
difficult ; and that (he was refolved to have 
no lover under the price of a carriage^ and 
two Englifh hories, with at leaft two hun« 
dred louis annually, to maintain them. Here 
the conversation clofed. The ne&t day, 
Mademoifelle Grandi received a magnificent 
chariot, with two beautiful Engli/h hories» 
This prefenl was alfb accompanied by three 
riding horfes, and 130,000 livres in cafh, in 
'the chariot ! It was a Fermier General who 
thus infcribed his name, with fingular glory 
in the annals of Cythera. . 
Not ioferioir vHis the treatment Mademoi^ 

• fefle 
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felic Heinel, the German opera dancer re- 
ceived from the Count de Lautagais. Heir 
charms had feduced his affedlons from Made- 
moifelle Arnoux. He made her a new yearns 
gift of 30,000 livres ; 20,000 to a brothet 
ihe greatly loved; a houfe elegantly fur- 
nifhed, a carriage, &c. The Count de 
Lauragais had fpent 100,000 livres on Ma- 
demoifelle x^rnoux; Mademoifelle Heinel, 
modeftly fixed her price at 20,000 livres; 
and the generous count tripled the fum ! At 
this moment a fcarcity of corn prevailed at 
Paris, and bread was rifing at every hour ! 

Mademoiselle Guimard, the firft opera carious 

, a;>ccdctcs of 

dancer, claims attention, not only by the-^^^j^'jj^^*- 
opulent luxury ihe difplayed, but by a phi- cuimard. 
lanthropic aftion which veils, for a moment, 
the diflblute voluptuoufnefs in which fhe 
was funk. This aftrefs, celebrated for her 
talents, having a rendezvous in an infulated ^ 
p^rt of the town, with a magiftrate, who 
y concealed 
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concealed himfelf with the greateft myftcry, 

had then an opportunity to contemplate the 

mifery, the famine, and the defpair of its 

unhappy inhabitants; fhe poflefled a heart 

that voluptuoufiiefs had not cankered into 

infenfibility. Two thoufand crowns were 

the fruits of her iniquity; but this word 

is, perhaps, too fevere, for (he immediateJjr 

diftributed them to the poor people Ihc 

paffed ; and delivered the furplus to the mi- 

nifter of the parifh, to diftribute, as he 

- judged proper. When fhe arrived at Paris, 

Ihe begun a fubfcription for the relief of this 

obfcure fuburb. 

Three fup- Mademoifellc Guimard, indeed was fup- 

pcrs of dit- . ' * 

turc^Viven ported by the Prince of Soubifc, in the moft 

weekly by 

Madcmoi. extravagaut and incredible luxury. Her 

Icilc Gui- ^ J 

"""'■ palace, her equipages, her fervants were 
fumptuous beyond delcription. She cer- 
tainly united the mofl: cultivated tafte with 
this fhamefnl libertinifm. She ufed to have 
three fuppers Weekly, in which (he indulged 

her 
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her vafious tafte for oftentation; the fine arts; 
and debauchery. The firft was compofed of 
the nobility, and perfonages of title ; at the " 
fecond, were aflembled authofs, artifts and 
learned men who paid their devotions to 
j this elesfant nurfe; and the third formed 

I D 

a true orgies ; the moft feduftive, the moft in- 
famous women pursued debauchery through 
all its terrible refinements. This celebra- 
1 ted courtefan in her fplendid chariot attrafted 
I the public notice; by the fignificant arms 
I ihc had adopted. Thcfe confifted of a fcut- 

i chcon, from the middle of which iflued a 

I 

j branch of myrtle. The graces were its fup- 

porters, and the loves crowned the whole. 
She diftributcd privileges for hunting, which 
could- only be obtained by great favour at 
court. When (he danced in a little ballet, 
which the Countefs Du Barry gave, the 
king made, her a penfion of 1500 livres. 
This trifle was only accepted for the hand 
that beftowed it. It was a drop of water 
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in an ocean; and ihe at length gave it to 
her chamber maid! Marie Antoinette con- 
defcended to make Madembifelle Guimard, 
her arbitrefs of tafte; Ihe would hold long 
and intricate confultations on the height of 
her feathers, the colour of her ribbands, 
and whatever related to her balls, theatres, 
and galas I 

In 1786, this lady's affairs* were greatly 
cmbarrafTed, and ftie refolved to fell one 
of her favourite BoudoirSy called her little 
temple, to fatisfy her creditors. The rea- 
died means fhe imagined was by a lottery* 
A^vate A private lottery was as illegal in France, as 
«ha?wifc here, the government referving this privi* 
mittcdfor lege to themfelves. Nothing, however, 

an open ^ 

^^- could be refufed to the modern Terpfichore ; 
and propofals were iffued. The tickets were 

^ each of the value of one hundred and twenty 

livres, and the number were two hundred 
and fifty. The capital amounted, therefore, 
to 300,000 livres, and the property was 
valued by one ^f the firft architefts, at 

408,000, 
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468,000, befidcs the furniture, which as fix- 
tures and only adapted for this brilliant 
palace, was to remain with the houfe* 
• There was only to be one prize. It is 
hardly neceflary to add, that^ the tickets 
were eafily difpofed of. Marmontel ufed to 
call this lady, la belle damnee. When Made- SJJVq^^J"* 
moilelle Guimard was in England, and had*»"^** 

^ . M. Mar- 

a fliit with the opera managers, Mr. Erfkifie, "**°*^ 
to equal feverity, did not join the poliflied 
refinement of MarmonteL A true Englifli— 
man, when h6 calls a perfon a damni^ can 
never add la belle \ befides that our modern 
Ciceros are not apt to fay fleurettes to other 
ladies than their crtents. 

For the young female Parifians, what 
noble leffons were thus continually prefented 
to their eyes. They faw the obfcurity of a 
retired modefty, and the rewards of an impu- 
dent voluptoufnels. A young mind could 
not long hefitate which to chufe. 

y 3 In 
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Ai»xdoteof l^ February 1771, an ingenious writex 

S';i? thus expreffes himfelf. « Paris abounds 

a concern, with idlcrs, who ouly find their pleafures in 

objefts which excite contempt and pity in 

men of fenfc. A quarrel between ftrollers has 

divided our petulant youth. An excellent 

female opera dancer, and the beft niale 

dancer, who have long been rivals, and 

long lived in a6ls of jealoufy, are now dif- 

united by various motives. Their enmity 

^ has declared itfclf on the occafion of a certain 

Jiep, which Madcmoifelle Heincl refolved to 

dance, and which Veftris refcr\'cd to him* 

felf as maitre des ballets. This conteft ha« 

Sharpened the partifans of either, who re-r 

folvcd to revenge themfclves. . Laft TuefHay 

it firft appejired againft Veftris, who while 

performing the chacoon which clofes the 

opera, was violently hilled. Enraged againll 

his rival, who was waiting behind the fcencs, 

and whofe eyes fparkled with triumph, he 

lufFered himfelf to abufe her with every 

outrageous 
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• outrageous term, which greatly difgufted the 
audience. Every one fpeaks differently ; but 
the majority are for Mademoifelle Heinel. 
The affair was brought before the minijier^ 
who did juftice to the injured lady. The pub- 
lic at her next appearance, received her with 
loud plaudits. It is refolved, fays our jour- 
nalift, that to-morrow, Veftris fhall be very 
differently received. But his admirers pre- 

f' tend to equal thofe of Mademoifelle Heinel; 

I and all the Parifian youth are coUefting their 



* 



forces to meet to-morrow, and determine 
the important conteft. 

The plot formed to humiliate the felf- 
love of Veftris, and not his taleni^ (conti- 
nues our journalift) attrafted an aftonifhing 
concourfe to the opera. But the public 
became reconciled. In the morning he had 
made the moft fubmiffive apologies to 
Mademoifelle Heinel. The indulgent pub- 
lic that was met to humiliate him, now re- 
ceived him from all parts of the houfe, with 

Y 4 the 
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the moft diftinguiflied favour. He, pn hk 
lidc, to exprefs his fcnfibility, furpaffcd bim- 
ielf in the chacooa, and all would have 
happily terminated, had not poor Veftris 
danced with liich cnthufi^fin, that he ftrained 
his foot, and rendered Paris diiconfo- 
late, by a fortnight's confinement to 'his 
chamber 1 

Such then were the public interefts at 
Paris ! If they were not allowed to hiis at • 
minifters, they were contented to. do thi^ at 
opera dancers, and if they had no national , 
politics, they found fomething equivalent 
in theatrical ones. 

Hiftory of In 1 77 1 a puppet-fhew appears to have \ 

an inJcccnt 

pu^^. • .h.w been the great concern of the Parifians. 

and lis great " 

Audinot, an indifferent a6i:or, quitted the 
flage with the hope of attrading the public 
by the aid of puppets. Thele wooden | 
players, by the aid of a human dwarf, proved ^ 
. to be better adlors than himfclf. Animated ; 

by I 
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by fiiccels, he forraeid an. elegant little the- cbiidren 

trained up 

atre, in which he introduced a troop Q^'^^^^i;^^ 
children. Thcfe he tjiught the art of acting, 
?nd their natural graces, and infantine efforts; 
excited the .public attention. Two play-? 
Wrights, who had been as unfortunate in 
jheir dramatic pieces, as Audinot in his per- 
formances, confidered themfelves at leaft 
capable of writing for children. But the 
charm of innocence was not long a charn^ 
for the diflblute Parifians ; and the managers, 
therefore, introduced a variety of meritri- 
cious embellifhments, and obfcene dialogue, 
which fbpn rendered it the refort of a vaft 
croud I the girls, the rakes, the idle, and 
the eiFeminate triflers of either fex. The 
ladies of the court did not fail to ap- 
plaud, and to patronife ; and Audinot rivalled 
with fuperior luftre, Nicolet and his ape, 
who had lately excited a fimilar ferment 
throughout Paris. This theatre, by the 
amateurs, was confidered as a feminary for the 

drama | 
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drama ; but the more refie6ting part of the 
town lamented the invention, as corruptive 
of youth, of decency, and morals; and which 
by the liccntioufnefs introduced, and ap- 
plauded in that theatre, already formed a 
fchool for libertinifm. 

We have only to add, that when Louis 
XV. was devoured by ennui, Mademoifelle 
Dubarry ufcd to call for Audinot, and his in- 
fantine a6lors, who by the aid of very 
obfcene dialogue, and voluptuous dances, 
gratified the court more than it did his ma- 
jcfty. At length Audinot had a penfion! 
1 .fcnptioTif The prevailing liccntioufnefs of the opera 
J»^,X1*hc did not pafs without applaufe from the dif- 
k^uic. ' folute, and cenfure from the more reafbnable 
party. We give inftances of both. When 
a new opera houfe was ere6led, the poets 
W'cre invited to form an infcription for 
this brilliant theatre. Among many indiffe- 
rent ones, we feleft the following, as not 

devoid of merit. 

Us 
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Lcs art* dans ce Palais prodiguent leurs merveilles, 
Pour enchanter les coeurs, les yeux, ct lcs orciUes, 



In this bright palace all the arts appear^ 

Charming with prodigies, the heart, the eye, the can 

ANO THE Rt * 

Dans ce Palais brilUant de beaux arts et des fees» 
' Heros, dieux et demons, tous les etres divers. 
Deciles aux accords des modemes Orphees, 
i^ppt le tableau mouvant de ce vafte univers. 

Rais'd by the arts, and fairies, this bright fe^ 
Gives all the troops of fancy's heavenly birth, 

Xhey docile to each modem Orpheus meet; 
The moving painting of the various earth. 

A poet who appears not to have been in- 
ienfible that this brilliant palace would be- 
come a theatre pf debauchery and immo- 
rality, wrote an infcription, which, though it 
was more juft than the preceding ones, was. 
pot certainly adopted. 

Ici, les dieux dq terns jadis, 
^nouvcllcnt leurs lithurgi«$, 

yenug 
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Venus y forme des Law, 
Mercure y dreflc des Sociea, 



Here all the gods of days of old. 
Renew their moral lithurgies ; 

And Venus forms the Lais bold. 
And Mercury bids the Sofia rife. 



Anecdotes 
•r Made- 
tBoifelk 

JUUCOIUL 



Mademoiselle Raucoux, in 1777, was 

engaged to pl^y a few nights before the 

court at Fontainebleau, for which fhe fe- 

ceived^a prefent of ten thoufand livres. 

This adrefs was notorious for the moft 

diflblute manners, and for indulging an un- 

' natural paflion, which feems to have beea 

vcfv prevalent in France at this period. 

The aftors, and particularly the a6lre/Ies, 

were defirous of expelling her from their 

company, lefs the contagion of her licen- 

tioulhefs fhould pollute the female part of 

the theatre. Her majefty was her great 

friend and proteftrefs. But the pen falls 

from my hand at a number of anecdotes 

which now lie before me; I refpe6i an 

Engliih I 
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Eriglifli public, and pafs them over in filence. 
Into what a depravity of morals muft the 
Parifians have funk, when one evening, in 
a box facing her majefty, this infamous 
woman was feen careifing a^irl in the moft 
ihameful manner! 

The fplendid and indecent proteftion, 
. which this a^lrefs received from the queen^ 
began now to form the popular topic of con- 
verfatioh. She hdd been obliged to fly from 
her creditors; and the queen at length 
offered to pay her enormous debts, amount- 
ing to 200,000 livres ! It is even probable, 
that the following royal edift was made 
chiefly for this depraved woman. In Sep- 
tember 1779, a declaration was ifliied from 
the court, which rendered free from all 
feizuf es, the perfons of and payments made 
to all receivers, inipeftors, adors, and other 
perfons, belonging to the theatres^ excepting 
one third, which might be feized on by the 
creditors, who, however, were to allow 

from 
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frbm tkis portion, enough for their maintc-- 
nance ! The monarch, an honeft man, here 
figned one of the moft difhoneft adls; and 
made a formal decree, that an aflrefe of the 
moft depraved morals, might return to Paris! 
Such was the dangerous imbecility of the 
government! But could Louis XVI. have 
fan(3ioned fuch a dreadful corruption?-^ 
Mademoifelle Raucoux was the favourite of 
the queen of France. 

, • Let us turn our contemplation from fuch 
monftrous paflions. Let us even forget a 
formidable number of anecdotes, which 
prove with a terrible truth, the unnatural 
depravity of the court, and the theatre. 
Since the .days of Ovid, it was fuppofcd 
that all metamorphofis had ceafcd; but it 
appears that a horrid tranfition of fex was 
' at this moment, but too common. When 
Mademoifelle Raucoux became, for a fhort 
time, the miftrefs of Count d*Artois; 

while 
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. while the Marquis de Villette, was induced, 
by the power of Voltaire, to marry Made- 
moifelle de Varicourt; thefe converjions into 
a man and a woman, by a man and a woman, 
were confidered as two edifying leflbns very 
neceflary to the libertines of either fex at 
Paris! 

The infblence of thefe aftors fometimcs Anccjo^s 

of the ujfo- • 

amuled. Volange was an excellent buffo at ^^»« "<" 
the opera. He had firft appeared in public 
as a merry-andrew, at a fair; he had then 
become a vagrant pantaloon, and was now a 
favourite buffo, called by way of eminence, 
yeannot. This fplendid increafc of reputa- 
tion, he did not bear with the calmnefs of a 
philofopher. It made him -proud, nice at 
taking offence, and very grave. All which 
i qualifications, are certainly not congenial to a 
! farcical performer. This important perfon- 
■ age was invited by the Marquis de Brancas, 
with a view of entertaining his company. 

WTien 
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When he was announced, the marquis lead 
him to the affembly and faid, " Ladies, 
here is Jeannot, who I have the honour of 
introducing/* — ^^ My Lord," interrupted the 
auftere pantaloon, — " I was Jeannot, when 
I played at the Boulevards, but at prefent, I 
am Monjieur Volange^^ — " So be it,*' replied 
the marquis, — " but as we don't chufe to 
have any but Jeannot, let Monjieur Volange^ 
be led out of doors." — This BufFo was, 
however, a man of great importance in the 
theatrical world. . The managers of a the- 
atre declared, that they were indebted in 
the fum of 200,000 livres ; and that when 
Volange appeared on their ftage, they riot 
only cleared their debts, but formed a balance 
in their favour of 300,000 livres! The 
Comedie Italienne, had long been defcrted, 
and to attrad the public, they addreffed 
themfelves to Volange. But as thefe aSors 
treated him very cavalierly, and extolled 
with an air of dignity, the fuperiority of 

tbeir 
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their Jlage to tbofe he ha^ been ufcd to, he 
quitted them, replying with equal dignity, 
he left theooL to their miferable Jiate'i and 
he preferred, like Caefar to be the firll in 
a village, than the fecond at Rome* 

When he was confined to his chamber by ^|>"„^paid 
a cold, his door was furrounded by the car-^*** '^°' 
riages of the nobility ; and a bevy of fafhion- 
able beauties crouded to the levee of this 
extraordinary buffoon. One of the pieces in 
which he performed, was played twice a 
day during one year! His buft was en- 
graved in the fine porcelaine of Seve, and 
was the fafhionable new year's gift. The 
queen alfo diftributed them among her male 
and female favourites. 

The lyrical empire (1778) was thrown The miw- 

» , , ftcr aiul SKI 

into great confternation by the following oi«»<*^*« 
terrible occurrence. Mademoifelle Cecile, 
a dancer, who formed the hopes, the orna- 
ment, and the delight of the opera, having 

Z refufed 
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refufed ta dance, becaufe (he was refufed 
the dreis of MademoiieUe Guunard, one of 
the minivers of Jlate/ hting at that moment 
prefent, ordered that (he (hoiild be (ent im- 
mediately to Fort TEvecjue^ and declared 
incapable of appearing on the (lage. For- 
tunately for the lady and the public^ (he had 
become a favourite of the prince de Conti; 
(he, therefore, under fuch augud: prote6lion 
was liberated after a few days confinement. 
It was with difficulty, however, (he could 
regain permiffion to appear on the ftage — ^but 
it was particularly 7?//«Zj/^J by the minijler^ 
that it was on condition, that Jhe JhouU 
not dance in the drefs of Mademoijelle Guimari 
•—admirable miniftcrs! Admirable opera 
dancers ! 

Anither When Madcmoifelle Guimard retired 

order from 

themimftcr.£^Qj^^g ftagc, (hc crcfted two theatres of 
her own. This was furcly equalling the 
oftcntatious magnificence of thofe Grecian 

3 ' courtezans 
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courtezans who fometimes built a pyramid; 
land ibmctimes' founded public games. To 
thefe theatres her friends only were invited, 
and (he attra)5led to h^r ftage the dramatic 
Coryphaeufes of the public theatres. Here the 
government was again obliged to interfere; 
for thefe a6lors> in travelling to the delicious 

' villas of Mademoifelle Guimard, were obliged 
to repofe themfelves on their return to Paris, 
and abfblutely forfook their public fundioiis. 
But this was at length reftified by an order 

^ from the minijier^ 

These theatrical courtezans, fo much the Curious k. 

count of the 

; attention of the public as well as of the in- "f^^^ ^^^^^ 

' dividual, received homages of various de- ""^^ 

icriptions. One which became a prevailing 

fafhion, was eagerly adopted by the diffolute 

^ lieroes of gallantry. It confifted of fending 

magnificent prefents to the felefted favourite 

■ anonymoufly; whenever ihe received fuch a 

' &iry gift, it was faid that (he had received a 

Z % favour 
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favour from a Jy^f and to gu^ at tbt^fylfi 
fbrmedtfaeamufemeatyfor Sometime, ofPark; 
and the m) ftcry, no doubt^ that of the fylpk 
himfclf; who, however, gradually difdofcd 
himielf, and appeared in the form <^ ibme 
notorious man of the town. We aboand ia 
anecdotes of fylphs. Mademoilelle du Thi 
was long die favourite of an unknown fylpf^ 
who appears to have received very exa6l in* 
formation, for this fair idcot could hardl/ 
form the moft extravagant wifli but (he iaw 
it realifed on the following day. Above 
100,000 livres in jewels in this manner 
were conveyed to her by an invifible 
hand! Such ^were the ruinous amours of 
fylpbsf 

The mini- La Rive is a liviug a6tor whofc talents 

fter^j^ain in 

ti^c theatre, ^j.^ j^^^ confidered to be fplendid. He docs 
not appear, however, to have ihone with 
pre-eminence of art, during the time of 
Le Kain. When this laft fublime ador 

died, 
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died| the theatre was divided into a Civil 
war, among thofe who afpired to focceed to 
his chara£^ers. The theatrk divifion run fo 
high, that to fatisfy the contending parties, 
the imnifler was iblli^ited to appoint an um- 
pire. The duke of Duras had this honour, 
a&d^ ikt^ French marshal, with military 
power, decreed that Le Kain's parts ihould 
be divided among three aftorsj Mole, Mon- 
vel^ and La Rive. 

'The adlorg indulged the moft fingular 
haughtineffi, and it was their delight to mortify 
the public by (hewing a contempt for them. 
It is true, in this cafe, an a6lor cannot fafely 
indulge his theatrical infolence ; the majority 
againft him is too vifible. But, notwithftanding 
this, we obferve continually that the fuperior 
aftorsrefufed frequently to perform ; and often 
only appeared as if it were a national favour. 
Le Kain one winter did not perform above 
fix times, till the court thought proper to 

Z 3 remind 
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remind him of his neorlci^. When the queen 
went to the pla) , the propofed piece was 
obliged to be fet afide owing to the indilpo- 
fition of the Sieur Clairval. Her majefty dif- 
pleafed, (aid, it is with great trouble we can 
get a fight of that gentleman* This mortis 
fying cbferVation fo much enraged the 
flroller, that he threatened to retire from the 
ftage. It was with great difficulty, and by 
the interference of the dufce de Richelieu^, 
that this gentleman got over his pouting 
humour, and condefcended to tread the 
boards once more to the coniblatioa of the 
delpairing pit, 
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LITERARY perfecutioD, is the efFeft of 
defpotifm^ which trembles to have the 
veil drawn from its crimes. Under Tiberius^ 
Caligula, Nero, and Domitian, a Roman fu- 
gitive, who had ventured to write againft thofe 
tyrants, could not find an afylum in any place ; 
he was purfued every where, and puniihed 
with death, unlefs he preferred receiving it from 
his own hand. Under Louis XIIL and Louis 
XIV^ fays the author of the Lettres Hifto- 
riques, a fimilar perfecution exifted« Cardinal 
Richelieu never forgave any one, who had 
dared to oppofc,or to cenfure him. Louis the 
Z 4 Great, 
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Great, exerted a vengeance unworthy of a 

king, againft the writer of a newfpaper, whom 

. he carried oft'^ in Holland. Under the reign 

of Louis XV. how many perfons have been 

carried away in foreign countries, for having 

written againft the defpotifm of minifters, or 

the pernicious influence of miilrefles. There 

is a proverb, that nothing but truth oflFends. 

The literary Thc Ccufors of books, Li Francc, were a 

fcribed. kind of literary inquifitors, which have long 

been unknown in England 5 for, there was a 

time when the liberty of the prefs in Britain* 

likewife languifhed under a fimilar tribunal. 

The original inftltution of ihcfe cenfory, 
was merely defigned as a guard on thojfe pub- 
lications, which might be injurious to fociety. 
Their laws were fimple, and their approba-. 
tion, at firft, was drawn up in this concife 
manner. They declared, that thty fbiind 
nothing in the work contrary to religion, go- 
vernment, and morals. They had not even 
a right to judge of its iritrinfic merit. 

It 
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It wa» not long, indeed, .before this fyftcm 
corrupted. To gratify a faftion, or a 
friend, thefe cenfors afltimcd the liberty of 
loading their approbations with high eulo- 
giums, and impertinent criticifms. All this 
was a fuperffuons appendage, and did not ac- 
cord with the impartial auftcrity of their in- 
ftitution. Thefe infipidities might have been 
eafilj excufed, had not the intriguing fpirit of 
politics, infinuated itfclf into this department. 
The intcrefts of literature were facrificcd to 
the court ; and the voice of cenfure and in- 
dignation was filcnced before it could addreft 
the public. No honeft Parifian could employ 
a prefs in his native city ; and the firft- rate 
works in French literature, were conflxaincd 
to feck foreign preflcs, and to be furreptf- 
tioufly fold in France. L'Efprit dcs loix, was 
firft printed at Geneva ; the Henriade at Co- 
logne s RaynaFs Philofophical Hiftory of the 
Indies, and Hclvetius celebrated work on 
L'Efprit, were all prohibited works. 

The 
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Thecafori Thc ccnfofs who were appointed as die ar- 
iuitente and biters of maiiufcripts^ it might be (uppoied» 
*^ were diftinguifhed charaders in the literary 
republic. But the contrary was* the fed. 
Jt was not the ability of the cenfor which 
the government had fo much in view^ as his 
devotion to their orders* It has been wittily 
obfervedy that the minifters made cenfors^ as 
the Ecclefiaftics^ holy water; any kind, haw«> 
ever unclean^ would ferve when it was once 
titleJ. Thefe places were a titular gratifica* 
tion, with which fopie great man gratified his 
pedantic tutor^ fecretary, and it has been 
faid, his valet de chambre. It was thus, that 
genius was compelled to kneel before dullneis 
and ignorance. How often have we fcen with 
indignation, the works ofeminent men, allowed 
to be printed by perfons whofe names were 
unknown in Literature. It was a painful 
mortification for fuperior writers to receive 
their manufcripts interlined, erafed, and que- 
ried by men unworthy of ever reading them. 

Yett 
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Yet, to fuch corrcdlions, the unhappy writers 
have fubmitted. Suffon, Mirabeau, Diderott 
Marmontel, and Helvetius, alike perfecuted, 
were at length obliged to accept the correSitons 
of fuch men. . Some authors feeling too pa- 
rental an aiFcAion patiently to fee their 
offspring lacerated, by barbarous hands> ven* 
tured to print their works in their original 
ftate. But an imprifonment at Vincennes^ 
ihe^edy that the ^imadv^rfions of the(e cen*^ 
fprs, were not deftitute oS force. 

Perfonal motives, almoft always diredtedTheCenfoi* 

influe;iced 

the views of thefe cenfors, even on fubjeds8«»^yfcy 
merely of a literary nature, A cenfor^ con« ""^""^ 
oeftod with the academy, or who was defirous 
of this honour, was careful to erafe whatever 
might offend the academy, or a member^ 
Another, attached to the theatre, who was 
fearful to lofe the privilege of his free admif- 
fion, or who, perhaps, was feed by the corps 
fi>r this purpofe, would not fuffer the juflefl 
tod moil neceiTary ilridures oa the players* 

Id 
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In x'word, it was alwap iecret hatred or af- 
fcdion^ which decided on the manuicript of 
an author, and which guided the pen^ either 
to erafe or approve* 
ttKrny Thc libcfty of the ^tfs, was," therefore, 

perlccucioo 

produce all totally extind in France; and this was eer- 
^^^ tainly an impolitical regulation. It only ierred 
the m^re to irritate the acrimony of an audior, 
and to dip his pen in the iiK>ft deadly, venom. 
The prohibition of a wmk at Paris, could not 
hinder its appearance; and whatever was 
printed at a foreign prefs and anon]mK>ttfly, 
brought its own recommendation to the 
public. Under this veil, an author gave him- 
fblf up to all the licentiournefs of his pen, 
and fsiSts and observations which he would not 
have ventured to publiih with his own naooe, 
appeared iu all the glare of exaggeration. The 
writer then knew he had nothing to fear, and 
that he could only attract favour by bitterness, 
and bbldnefs. Violence, fometimes, fivoki 
into fury ; truth diftorted intp fidion; and that 

eloquence 
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eloquence of ftyle, which the Ihrcly feelings of 
a man of genius pours forth with fuch eafe to 
himfelfy and torture to his adverfiiries ; cha-* 
radterifed die multitude of publications^ 
which often terrified the government and en« 
lightened France. 

The cbefde la librairie, crudied the b(X)k- 
fellers with an iron mace. He had the pri*- 
vilege, and too often orders from court, to 
etiter at all hours into their warehoufes, and 
make whatever feizures he thought proper. 
It was a common practice at Paris, to talk of 
works which never exifted. Some did this to 
give themfelves importance, and others out of 
pure malice. As foon as the alarm was fpread, 
the poor bookfellers were threatened, vifited 
and ranfacked. Of many inftances, we give 
one. In 1776, if was (aid, that a work en- 
titled the Royal Almanack exifted, in which 
the Queen, Count d'Artois, and others, were 
calumniated without mercy. An inftant per- 
fecution took place, of the colporteurs and 
2 bookfellers 
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bookfellers. The court, agitated througli all 
its departments, had even the provinces ra- 
vaged. No fuch work was ever found. But 
thoufands of honefl tradefinen were vexed, in* 
fulted, and menaced* 
Anecdotes In 1765, Abb^ Mably published his firft 
**^- two Volumes, of his obfervations on the hif- 
tory of France. The fubjcQ: is there treated 
from the commencement of the monarchy, to 
the reign of Charles le Bel. La this work 
he defended, with a laudable 2eal, the rights 
of humanity, againft thofe ambitious monarchs, 
who regard their fellow-creatures as born to 
be their flaves. This freedom of difquifition, 
was very difpleafing to the government, and 
the work was immediately prohibited. We 
have juft been informed, that afterwards, to 
hinder the continuation of this work, the ga- 
vernmcnt compromifed matters with our au- 
thor, and he received a penfion ; in confe* 
qacnce of which the fuccccding volumes did 
jtot appear. It was in 1788, that the Abbe 

publifhed 
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publUhed the four following ones, and he was 
urged to this, by the p^ty who then were me- 
ditating the revolution. Whenever a pii/o-^ 
fipber rtctvvt9,zpenfiony for the fuppreffion of 
his vork^ it would appear, that it had been 
written not with the philofophical patriotifm 
of enlightening his fellow citizens, but with 
the interefted motives of a literary trader. 
In 1784, Mably made another attempt, to add 
to the reputation, which 1^ had acquired by^ 
his trcatife on the manner of writing hiftory* 
In his principles of morals he raifcd a hoft of 
enemies among the ecclefiaftics, and the devout. 
In that work, he would not only tolerate, but 
encourage places of public proftitution. He 
alfo reprefented the fanaticifm of the clergy, 
and their contradidory principles with thofe of 
politics and morals. All the Sorbonne were 
in arms. Mably, terrified at the pending 
ftorm of theology, fubmitted himfelf to a 
public recantation. Thofe were the two fpi- 
rited paflages in his work ; which, in general, 

is 
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is lieavy' tnd tedious. As focMi as the Abbe 
iigned this recantation, iSbk work which 
had hitherto beea in a langui(bing ftate> found 
a rapid &le« A convincing proof> among 
many others, that nothing obtains iits endlefi» 
than a government attacking the freedom of 
the prefs. 
Thft sor. I^ ^7^7> Appeared the Bdifanus of Mar- 
feoite Mai- montel. This moral and political romance, 

montelfbr . 

^^i^^'^f excited a tumult in the Sorbonne. In the fif- 
teenth chapter of this work, the author wrote 
on the fubjed of Toleration, and wrote like a 
philofopher. On the denunciation of the Sor- 
boniie, the book was immediately flopt ; and 
its privilege annulled. The archbiftiop threaten- 
ed to thunder with a mandate, againd the au- 
thor's maxims; and the theotegical faculty 
was to profcribe them by a public ccnfurc. 
Marmontel attempted to calm Beaumont, the 
archbiihop of Paris, by figning any recanta- 
tion he thought, proper to dilate ; and M. 
Bret, the cenfor of the work, fubmitted to 

lofe 
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iofe his plac6, and what was worfe, his 
pcnfion; 

. The Sorbdnnfc^ at length, produced their ^^^^^^ 
formidable attack. In its firfl ftage, it was *'"**' 
ftopt by government; Thefe wife pedagbgueSi 
after having eftablifhed as a principle of Chrif- 
tianity^ reiighus intolerance^ dared to afTcrt, that 
chil intolerance fliould naturally follow from 
the firft axiom, by the clofe union exiiling be- 
tween the two powers y and by the neceffity 
of the fword of juftice, fuftaining the thun- 
ders of the church. The mandate i^i the 
archbifliop, dilated by the lame infernal ge- 
nius, had to encounter the fame difficulties. 
Thefe dangerous maxims even ihocked the 
Cgurt of France^ At length, faiiich altered, 
and more mollified, the theological faculty, 
publiihed in December 1767, its Determina^ 
tio^ Sacra Facultatis Parifienjs in Lihellum^ 
■ cui tituUs Belifaire. This curious cenfure lies 
; before us. It is a quarto volume^ cdnfifting 
I of 123 pages; the Latin tranflated into Ffench* 
i A a They 
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They firft, propofed to cenfttre thirty- feven af- 
fertlons, but they have confined themfelves to 
fifteen propofitions, all extndted from the fif* 
tecDth chapter of this romance. On the firft 
of February 1768, the ignorant bigot, (fuch 
is his appropriate epithet*) the archbi(bop of 
Paris^ publifhed after his fennoo^ the man- 
date, which condemned a book having for 
title Belifatrcp par M. de Marmontel, de 
TAcadcmie Francoife, &c. Our Archbi(hop 

♦ The fcnfibk author of the "Vic Privccac Louis XV/* 
has thus drawn the chara&er of Beaumont, the archbifliop 
of Paris. M. de Beaumont was very ignorant^ very hcad- 
ftrong, and very fnfceptible of any kind of prejudice 
' againil any peifon, or any party ; a frieni of flatteren 
and informers \ otherwife, he was a man of the pureft and 
moil auftere manners ; intrepid in matters of faith, and in- 
clined to become, if it was neceflavy, its eonftflbr and 
martyr/* 

In the " Memoires Secretes/* is pieferved an epitaph 
on the Archbifliop of Paris^ which pcrfcdkly chara&erift* 
him. It Is dated Decenober 27, 1 78 1. 

Dieu Uii donna la bienfaifance > 
Le diable en £t un entete ; 
II couvrit par fa charit6, 
Les mauxde fon intoleraace 

made 
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mdde the analyfis of his mandate at its con-^ 

dufion. He there informs us, that rea/on 

• muft fubmit to revelation ; that the glory of a 

fovercign conftfts in the protedion of the Ca* , 

tholic faith; that it is their Hg&f and theit 

i/i^(y to employ the y^^^/; and that the ca-» 

^ tholic religion, is the iirmeft pillar of the 

I throne. Beliiarius is condemned, as contain* 

I ing propofitions falfe> raifa, fcandalous, im« 

pious, erroneous, and jeplete with hcrefy! 

While Marmontel was execrated by the clfcrgy^ Mamonrti 

his work was honoured with the mod fplendid 

patronage. In a letter which he wrote to a 

f friend on this fubjeft, in September 1767, he 

I lays, •• the Emprefs has had toy Belifa- 

i rius tranflated into the Ruffian language, and 

■ dedicated to a bifhop* The Emprefs, rfio 
I Kings of Sweden, Denmark, and Poland, make 

it their breviary. Crowned heads are for me, 

■ why (hould I care for the pedagogues of the 
! Sorbonne?" About the fame tkocp Voltaire 

A a 2 wrot* 
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wrote a letter to the Ruffian Ambaffador, 
which is more remarkable. •* The Emprcfs 
condefcends herfelf to tranflate Belifarius, 
which fome men of a college, at Paris, ca- 
lumniate," and afterwards has this very fin- 
voitaire's gukr paragraph. *^ I fee with pleafure, that 

remarkable ' ' 

on^^thc' bu- ^^^^^ is forming in Europty an immenfe republic 
in Euro^. of cultivatcd minds. The light is commu- 
nicating from all parts, I receive things from 
the North, that aftonifh me. Since i&e/e lajl 
fifteen yearsy there, has arifen a revolution in all 
minJsy which forms a great epoch. The cries 
of thefe pedants, announce this great change, 
as the croaking of the crows announce fine 
weather/* 
An account In 1 78^, appeared M. de Mirabeau'i work 
rSt'ri^ on Lrf/nv de Cachet and State Frifons. Con- 
<jc Cachet lined for above eight months, in a dungeon at 



and State 

Prifons. 



yincennes, through the kindncfs of M. Ic 
Noir, having obtained the free ufe of pens, 
ink, and books, and part of his manu- 
fgript^i he wrote this work in 1778. It dif- 

3 pi^y^ 
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plays an uncommon labour of refearch. In 
t)ooks of all kinds, and in all languages ; but, 
what was more adapted to render it popular* 
was the warm eloquence which pervades every 
part. Our author, firft enquires into the right 
of iflbing thefe fatal letters. He proves, that 
the royal prerogative by which a citizen may 
be detained as a prifoner, in virtue of a fealed 
letter, without any legal form, is a violation 
of the public law, and even exprefsly repro- 
bated by it. Were it even, he adds, founded 
on a legal title, it would not be lefs illegiti- 
mate and odious; he enters into a pathetic 
detail of the effedls of the tyranny of 
fuch letters, and eloquently declaims againft 
thofe who attempted to prove their political 
utility. His notices of the ftate prifon of 
Vincennes, are given in the flrongeft man- 
ner. His animated defcriptipns of the treat- 
ment of the prifoners ; the goaler of this 
prifon, called the commandant; the food he 
gave to his boarders ; their wretched lodgings ; 

A a 3 the 
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the books they were allowed to read, with 
many other fimilar fccncs, formed the bittereft 
ftridurcs poffible on the government, and the 
defpotifm 6f minifters. And he clofes his 
elaborate work by the following argument and 
fummary : ** Les rots de France ne/ont en Jrdt 
tt felon tousles monumens du droit public^ que 
les mandataires Sun peupk Hire. The kingi 
of France, only enjoy the right, alfb accord* 
ing to all the regulations of public law, of 
being merely ^the proxies of a free people. 

Strong thinking, and fine writing united, 
render this work precious. The whole offers a 
multitude of ftriking fa<3:s on the abufe of au- 
thority, and Icttrcs de cachet ; he dcfcribcs 
fcenes with the colours of a painter, and the 
eye of many of his readers,* muft have bfcen 
moiftencd in the perufah 

This philofophical produ<aion, was read 
with the greateft avidity. It i« certain, that, 
this intcrefting topic at the time, had ^ great 
effedt at court, as wpU as with the people. 

The 
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The following yearwa$ di(lm]B;ux£hed by an Happy con. 

fequcnce of 

ro9cuatm oftbeprifoners at Vinccnncs. The JfJS,^;;'' 
Count rcfolvcd to perpetuate the happy event ca<S^ *" 
by an engraving! the defign w^s ihewn to 
the king, who, much to his credit, highly 
«pprov9d of it. The defign rcfemblcd the 
fiontifpiece to Linguet's account of his con-* 
finement in th(s B^ilille; and probably the 
Count meant to infinuate, t;^at the fame def* 
potifm exifted in that (late prifon, as well as . 
at Vincennesc Louis XVL however, it is Anecdote .r 
Qoiverfally agreed, never figned many Icttres^'**^ 
de cachet, and the empty dungeons of the 
Baftille, are gn eternal (eftimony of his juf« 
tice. An anecdote, on good authority, is given 
relative to l^ttres de cachet^ which does great 
honour to thi^ inonarch. The Count de Sanois, 
tormented by the continued irritation of do^ 
meftic difcord, flew from his family, and con- 
cealing himfplf under a borrowed name, re- 
tired to Laufanne, and refolved to liye on the 
produftions of his pen. By Ipme finiAer naode, 
A a 4 his 
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his wife and daughter-in-law obtain a lettre 
de cachet. In open violation of the rights 
of nations, a minion of the police breaks in- 
to his chamber at night, arrcfts him, fprcads 
infamous reports concerning his prifoner, and 
drags him, feeble with age and malady, to a 
dungeon in France. His memoires are at 
length publifhed ; his cafe is fo intcrefting and 
pathetically drawn, that all but his unnatural 
perfecutors fhcd tears on them. They reach 
the court, and arc read by their majefties. 
JjJ^'^^^Thc king faid, after having per ufed them, 
^Tcach^ ^* I fee they make me give adroite etagauche^ 
in this manner Lettres des Cachet, without 
my even knowing the name of the perfonj 
I will put an end to this horrid pra^fUce/' 

The parliament of Paris, who in 1781, 
appears entirely devoted to the, court, and 
carelefs of the caufe of the people, refolvcd 
to prove its cxiftenpe by a ftriking inftancc 
of its fovereign authority over thofc . objefls 
^vhich were fubmitted to its cognizance. In 

June 
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June of that year, it ordered an auto dafe to Abi« Ray, 

nal's hiftorj 

be made on the new edition in ten volumes of ^'*'"^- 
the Hijloire philofophique ef politique des Eta^ 
blijfemens Europdens dans les deux Indes^ par 
PAbbi RaynaL According to their barbarous 
law didion, it was faid. The court having 
heard the report ^ &c. has condemned this work 
to be torn and burned as impious^ blafphemous^ 
Jeditiousy and tending to make the people rifi 
againjl the fovereigff authority ^ and to overturn 
the fundamental principles of civil order. It 
was al/b ordered, that the perfon of Raynal 
fliould be feifed ; it was kind of them, that 
he was not condemned to fhare the fate of 
his book : the Abbe efcaped to Berlin, where 
be was moft favourably received. 

This celebrated work of the Abbe Raynal 
has too much intrinfic merit to have wanted 
fuch a faditious incitement as a decree of the 
parliament of Paris, to have become popular. 
But to fuch a caufe many works of medio- 
crity hfive been indebted for their ephemeral 

rcputatiop. 
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reputation. To burn a book was the m<A 
favourable adyertifcment ; and it is fomewhat 
aftoniftiing that our arcopagifts were not yet 
convinced, after the experience of a century, 
ef the inutility of fuch decrees, which afiifted 
the fab, rather than hurt the condemned 
work* Many in confcqucncc of fuch cdiifts 
became readers j and middling productions 
obtained notice, which would not have been 
known had it not been for the denunciations 
of the avocats generaux, and the honour of 
being burned by the. hangman. Rouifeau 
very juftly obferved, vrhen one of his eloquent 
trcatifes experienced the lame izMt^brulerrieJt 
fa^ rcpondre j burning is not anfwering, 
cnriom !i- A cuHous anccdotc is given concerning this 

tcrary ante- 

^R*y^.; work, and which rather tends to prove that 
the parliament did not fo much exert them-v 
felves as that they were excited to this cpn* 
demnation by fupcrior orders. It feenis that 
an enemy of Raynal had one of the volumes 
bound, and fo ingenioufly contrived as to open 

dircdUy 
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dircftly at the paflages which might prove 
moft ofFenfivc to the king. The volume was 
placed on his table. His majefty did not fail 
to obferve them, and immediately ient for the 
keeper of the feals, whom he feverely re- 
proached for fufFering fuch works to enter into 
France. His majefty alfo added^ that he was 
furprifed that men fo religious as himfelf and 
M. dc Vergenncs fhould countenance fuch 
publications by their fubfcriptions* The 
keeper of the fcals haftened direftly to the fe- 
cretary for foreign affairs. He wrote to the 
republic of Geneva (then entirely devoted to 
the French court) foUiciting the prohibition 
of the work. The parliament of Paris re- 
ceived an injundion to fulminate with their 
magiflerial po\^er ; and to conclude the for- 
midable farce, the Sorbonnc employed itfclf in 
condemning it theologically. Raynal, how- 
ever, is yet living, and the eloquence of his 
compoiitions will exift with the language. 
But the parliament, the Sorbonne, and Louis 
XVI. arc no more. 
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cten««r T OUIS XV,, like fo many other mo- 

^^- -*— ' narchs, would have been an amiable 

citizen, and was an execrable king. Perhaps 

this even is too favourable an idea; for, 

though in fpite of a vitiated education, he, irj 

his early years, and fo late as his malady at 

Metz, gave frequent indications of happy 

di(pofitions, he afterwards wallowed in the 

mire of debauchery, and fuddcnly feemed 

(particularly after his infamous attachment to 

the vile Du Barre) to lofe the faculties of his 

head, and the feelings of his heart. When 

he lay, in a dying ftate at Metz, in 1744, an 

univerfal alarm was felt throughout the nation. 

Hitherto he had not fliewn an habitual diflb- 

Jution of manners, and had fometimes given 

pioofe 



Digitized by 



Google 



LOUIS XV. 



3«S 



proofs of an amiable fcnfibility. The courier 
who brought to Paris the news of his reco- 
very was furroundcd, and almoft ilifled by the f^"" ^v. 

^ ' faJutcd by 

carcffes of the people. He was carried along Ihewtu^ 
in triumph, and every where refounded, " the 
king is cured.'* T^r Deums were fung in 
crouded churches, and Louis obtained by the 
Spontaneous voice of the nation the unconlmon 
epithet of the welUbeloved. 

But in the year 1757, the moid oppofitc 
change is obferved in the nation. In this year 
his ailafiination was attempted by the fanatic 
Damien. The firft rumour was that he had 
been aflaffinated. The Parifians were not 
flow in their enquiries. But what a difference 
in this epocha, (fays the author of the pri^ 
vate life of Louis XV.) to that of his ma- 
lady at Metz* In a word, they were en- 
quiries of curiofity, not of fympathy i they 
were more alarmed than afflicted ; the heart 
took no fhare in the event ; no tears were 
flicd ; and the churches were empty. 

It 
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Tht nation It wos iiot thc Ffciich pcoolc who had 

change their •■ * 

SfAiT^ changed, it was the monarch himfelf. Onco 
he had been feen at the battle of Fontenoy» 
and had more than once fhewn a follicitude 
for the happinefs of the nation. Now, he 
was a voluptuous and feeble prince, placed in 
a narrow circle of adulative and corrupt cour- 
tiers. Shut up in his pttits appartemens and 
infamous pare aux eerfs^ acceffible only to Ac 
moll diflblute of thc nation. Now the moil 

9ome of his innocent moments of Louis XV. were thofc 

Uccr occu* 

^"^^ in which with 4n apron and a fpoon he con- 
deicended to cook ragouts and boil co^ un« 
der the direQ:ion of the Countefs Du Barrc ! 
Such are the fublime fouls which too often 
have caft an indelible difgrace on a throne \ 

In the private life, thc following anecdote 
reveals the difpofitions of the monarch and 
the nation in 1754. When his majefty went 
to Compeigne, it was cuftomary to vifit Paris 
in his way. He was made to believe that 

tbit 
2 
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this city was rebellious, becauie a mob had singular 

anecdote of 

lately infulted a lieutenant of Police, and that ^^tSiTl** 
therefore he fhould punifli the inhabitants by 
not honouring them with his prefence. It 
is certain, though not eafily to be credited, 
that a new road was haftily conftruaed-from 
Ver(ailles to St. Denis, for the purpofe of hit 
inajefty's not appearing at Paris ; and what is 
not lefs extraordinary, it was called k cbemin 
de la revoke — the road of rebellion ; as if it 
were to perpetuate the remembrance of an 
imaginary crime, and the fhameful weaknefs 
of the monarch ! 

Theverfatile genius of the French, fornjs, Two^wt 
however, in this, as in many other fubjedts, J^Jtohii.. 
a curious contrail. When that enormous 
coUedion of the memoires fecretes is examine 
tdy it will be found that while one part of 
the nation were adulating the monarch, the 
other were prepared to lampoon him. In 
1763, we find (June 6,) that a dreadful paper 
kad been faftenedto the new ftatue of Louis 

XV. 



Digitized by 



Google 



368 LOUIS XV. 

XV. It bore this concife and energetic in-* 
fcription, 

STATUA STATUiE, 
A STATUE TO A STATUE ! 

Several perfons were taken up on fuf-» 
picion, and the iples were 'bufy. But two 
years afterwards (1765) we find a pleaiing 
defcription of a fine monument creSed ifi 
honour of the king, which bore a very differ 
rent kind 6f infcription^ 

TO LOUIS XV. 

THE BEST Ofr KINGS, 

WHO BY THE MILITNESS OF HIS REIGN 

RENDERS HIS PEOPLE HAPPY. 

And this , Aappy people were Jiarving ! If 
every rtionarch would acquire the true know- 
ledge of the fentiments of his people, let him 
freely permit every one to place an infcf iption 
on his flatue« Such an impartial ilatue might 
be a moft ufeful minifter of ftate ! 

The following anecdote is very ftriking > 

and 
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and for the fikt of the refledions whleh ac« 

company it^ we tratillate it as it ftands, in Ba-^ 

chaumont's Memoires Secrets, voL vi, p. 1 5. 

we premife that the parliaments were remon* 

ftrating at every hour with Louis XV. who 

was employing the mbft defpotic methods to 

intimidate them. 

Oftober 2?, i77i* 
The public converfation has lately turned RemarkaWc 

anecdote of 

on the whole length painting of Charles I. cw,eu/ 
king of England, by Vandyke, which wasi-ouisxv, 
bought feveral months fince, by the Countefs 
Dubarry, for the fum of 30,000 livres. This 
lady had placed it in her apartment, near his 
majefty's, and it appears not without defign. 
We are informed that whenever his majcfty is 
returning to his natural benevolence, and his 
exhaufted rage melts into clemency, fhe points 
out to him the example of that unfortunate 
monarch ; (he gives him to underiland that 
perhaps Ais parliaments would have attempted 
on his perfon ih^ fame tbtngSy if the chancel- 
lor ^Maupoau) had not difclofcd to him their 
B b criminal 
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criminal and mad plots, and had not ftopt 
them before they had reached to that degree 
of blacknefs and atrocity to which they would 
have attained. — However abfurd, however 
wicked may be the inipatation, flic inflames 
the prince for the moment, and it is from 
under this piSlure that proceed thofe deflmc- 
tive thunders which arc ready to ftrike the rc- 
prefcntatives of the law and^to pulvcrife thofe 
who are at the extremities of the kingdom. • 

The Countefs is not capable of inventing 
a calumny fo malicious, fo well combined, 
and fo terrible; the alarms with which flic 
infpires the king muft be from other politi- 
cians as fkilful as they are iofernal. 

This anecdote (which the events con- 
firmed) is attefted by courtiers, whofe tefti- 
monies are of the greateft weight. 

This anecdote affords a great (cope for rc- 
fleftion. Had the parliaments at that moment 
been permitted to proceed, it is more than 
probable that the revolution would f^cn have 

taken* 
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taken place j add that Louis XV. ahd nokThert»oiu. 

* lion wat 

JLouisXVLhadpcrifliedonafcaffbld- Thc!;;^5[^; 
Countefs little cxpeftcd, while fhc was gai- h^"xv. 
ing on the pifturc of CBafks, thdt flic was 
contemplating not the fiite of her rOyal lovers 
but her owm 

We have fceh in the article Miniftcrs, that 
Louis XV. opprefled his people by Jiockjob-^ 
ting ; we now find in his private life that h<i 
was alio a com-cbdndier. It was the monarch uuis xV. 

a cornchan* 

who was the great monopblifei' of wheat in JJ^'j^'T" 
his kingdom^ and who made 1i fcarcity or^'*''^' 
abundance as heft fuited his fpeculations. 
The author, of the jiriVate lifci vol. iv. p. 
153^ iay8> Louis XV^ was fo ftfrioiifly bccu- 
-pied by thefe {peculations, that thole who 
were admitted into his private cabinet^ faw 
in his dclk the daity price currentt oi flour 
and corn, in the different markets through-^^ 
out the kingdom ! 

And to what pufpofts were thefe criminal 

accumulations dtfvotcd? to the forming hifc 

B b 3 *etits 
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petits apartinans^ in which art was exhauftedf 
and the grofleft debauchery triumphed ; a Utx-^ 
ury, that was briHiant with the ruins of a na-» 
tion. But the moft dreadful inftitutbn of thii 
modern Sardanapalus was his parc^du^cerfs^ a 
royal feraglio of the moft abominable nature. 
It h one great fource of the ruin of the morals 
and finances of the kingdom. Its immenfc ex- 
pences exceed calculati<m. We refer the curioui 
reader for a minute dcfcription c^ the£e hor- 
rors to the Vie privie^ vd. iii, p. 17. From 
^s inftitution the treafury was overwhelmed 
by bilk, called atqtdts du comptant ; &tms de*- 
livered by the mere fignature of the king, 
without any mention made for their objed. 
The trcaitirer needed no other ju/lrficatioii 
in his own accounts than thefe orders ; and 
Louis^ XV. intoxicated with love at his peiits 
foupers was willing to fign whatever was pro- 
pofed ! 

The fame author, gives an anecdote of 
wanton prodigality which i^ too curious to 

paft 
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pals by, Louis XV. had a clufter of fire- 
works, which was compofcd bf thirty thou- 
fand fufces, and which, at a crowi^ a^piece 
ibrmed a fam of four thoufand Louis ; and 
(he adds) we know that a dufter of fife- 
works occupies cxadly the fpace of the 
twinkling of an eye ! 

On the day which Louis XV. died the ^nr^ote of 

J a new tax OB 

Abbe Terrai had the audacious imprudence {!L^,^xv!' 
to publiih a decree of the king's council 
which announced a new tajp. Under the 
iignature of Louis, a cauftic wit wrote the 
following verfe, from Grefiet's fiu'cwel to the 
Jefuits. 

Ceft ainfi qu'en partant je voas fait mes aditux! 
*Tis thus ia parting that I bid Btfcwell 

It was under the government of Louis Refleaiop* 

^ 00 the rife of 

XIV. that the abfolutc defpotifm of thcj;:?^^*'- 
French monarchy was eftabl^ed, and which 
fincc that tinae had ever been increafing. It 

Bb3 wa« 
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was his minifter Louvois, and his Madame dp 
Maintenon who rendered him ib odious to 
Europe ^d his fubjeds. Ha^l he been coor 
4uded by fuch inen ^ Colbert, he wpuld 
have died with glpry. D'Argenfonwastheinr 
llitutor of that inquifitori^I/^i^^ which aimed 
in the moil fatal manner at t{ie liberty of a|l 
citizens without diftin&ion* The minifters of 
Louis X V.foand this ijiethod fo convenient that 
they rigoroufly adopted it. Since the begin?- 
ning of the regency to the death of this mo- 
narchy France o0er$ the mqft revolting inr 
ftances of the abufcs of arbitrary power. A 
fimple magiilrate^ a lieutenant of police ma4e 
all Frenchmen tremble, from the loweft of the 
fubjeds even to the princes of the blood, A 
Berrier, a Sartine, a Le Nofr, and their chiefi 
the Count de St- Florentine, afterwards the 
Duke de la.Vrillierc, committed eveiy horror 
with impunity. Thofe who fhall read in hiftory 
all what thefe odious perfons have done, will 
not cafily conceive how a great nation like thp 
^ Frcnch| 
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French, could fuffer themielves to have beea 
thus periecuted and cru(hed during two reigns 
which lafted one hundred and thirty-fix years. 
Under the reign of Louis XVL affairs bore 
a more i&vourable afpeft. The king had the 
beft intentions poflible; and the.demolifhing 
of the BaAiUe has afforded an incontrovertible 
truth, that he had rarely permitted himfelf 

to confign unhappy men to its dungeons. 

His death has at leaft produced a different 
effed than that of his predeceffors ; it was 

not unattended^with tears. But Louis XIV,. 
/ called the Great, and Louis XV* the well^ 

beloved^ who had both been extolled ipt^ 

divinities during their lives, had no fooner 

departed^ but the voice of popular execra-i* 

tion was heard over their tombs. 



375 



8 b 4 THE 



Digitized by 



Google 



37^ 



T K B 



Q^ U E E N- 



curioot ' i "^HE Oucca fcnt to the cmprcls her 

afiecdote of I. ^^ * ' 

^^'r'a mother, her portrait drawn in the 

•ffdihLi. fafliiop flie had adopted; of which the moA 
ftrikiog part was a head dreis remarkably 
overcharged with high and wide feathers, 
Her auguft mother returned the portrait, 
obferving, that no doubt, fome miftake 
mufthave happened, intending this prefent; 
in which flie could not find the portrait of a 

queea 
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queen of France, but that of an opera 
dancejr; that Ihe returned it, and was dc* 
firous of the true one. Her maj,efty, no 
doubt, confidered this affedlionate farcafm, 
as too fevere and frivolous, and as the effedl 
of age and imbecility. She did not, there- 
fore, judge it neceffary to reform herlelf in 
jvhat related to an obje€l of tafte, and, the 
court faw the next day, (fays the fcandalous 
chronicle of the times) an additional elevation 
and number of feathers on her royal head. 
Xhe queen's paffion for feathers at length 
became fb obfei-vable, that a young bard, ^ 
having written ibme fatirical verfes on this 
faihion, for the Mercure, the author thought 
proper to return his poem, and ventured not 
to infert it left he niight incur the queen' j; 
indignation ! In a word^, the ladies (as was; 
juft) paid their court to her majefty by 
cheriihing the faihion (he had introduced; 
gnd the trade of feathers, which- had long 
been oji the decline in Franpe, fyddenly re-^ 

vivec^ 
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vivcd, inrfb much that the city of Lyons wa« 
exhaufted of thefe articles in a moment. 
Tiie qaeen Jq j yy^^ hcr majcfty's gradual aicendancy 
pu^w fi- over the king^s mind becomes apparent, from 

vour of the 

CauSa^ a variety of anecdotes. It was the honed 
intention of Louis XVL to corred by a 
fevere oeconomy, the national dilapidations 
which his two laft predeceffors had occa- 
(ioned. Louis XIV. by a ruinous paffion 
for war, for grandeur, and ambition in all 
its (hapes ; and Louis XV. by as ruinous a 
prodigality for voluptuous pleafiires. For 
fome time the queen had in vain repeatedly 
Solicited his majefty to re-eftabli(h the l^te un- 
fortunate princefs of Lamballe, her favourite 
companion, in the place of fuperintendent of 
the queen's palace. The king, frightened 
at the enormous charges attending this place, 
perfifted in his refufal, for a confiderablc 
time; and the controleur general above all 
others, the great advocate for economy, en-^ 
forced with his majefty the neceffity of 

rcfcinding 
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refcinding iuch heavy finecures« At lengthy 
her maje% by jm unwearied aflHult, iapped 
the patriotic views of the king. She pre- 
vailed, and her friend the princef$ of I^m* 
))elle, g^ve h^r o^ths, and tpok this place, 
1 8th pf September, 1775. On this occa- 
sion the Marechale de Mouchy, maid of honour 
^o the queen retired, finding herfelf in 9 
degraded fitu^tion, which was by qo meaas 
difagree^ble to the queep. This l^dy w^s 
grave and rigorous, and of very oppofite 
difpofitions to her majefty. This feverity o^ 
manners^ had frequently offended the queen, 
when Ihe was dauphin^fe. She ufed to call 
^er Madame V Etiquette. 

In 1777, we colle£l the following ancQ- Of ha kou, 
4otes j-elative to the qjieea. Her balls were 
frequent, but hef majefty was fo faftidious 
refpefting the dancers, that they were often 
thinly attended. The king having re- 
proached her for not fending an invitation to 
a lord whoni he efleemed, her majefty ai)* 

iwefed 
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(wered, that he danced too ill. Nobo(^ 
dances worfe than tnyfelf, replied the king, 
and I9 thefefbfe; &all not appear at your 

This year was diftinguUhed by a prodigal 
fc^y; her majefty and the count d'Artois 
having thought proper feveral times to make 
normal excurfions from Verfaittes to Paris, 
and from Paris to Verfailles, a new illu- 
mination was formed, at the expence of 
18000 livres, for the convenience of our 
royal travellers! 

The balls were accompanied with every ex* 



anecdotes 

jj^o travaganee of dreis, and every fpecies of enor- 
mous gaming. Her majefty joined the dances 
with an ardour and tafte which would have 
been appropriate in an opera dancer. She 
invented a particular drefs, for this bril- 
liant art ; this art which expofes with fiich 
grace^ the animated limbs, and breathes a 
contagion of volyptuoufnefs. Thefe habits 
were in the Spanifli faffiion, and of the moft 
4 fplendii 
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^lendid kind. None of them coft lefs tibait 
fix thou{and livrcs; and the dancers confifted. 
of the lords and ladies of the court, who, 
induced by her raajefty's example, imitated 
the opera Coryphaeufej. The moft delicious- 
airs were fele£ied, and the orcheftra of the 
opera formed the fymphbnyi Her majefly 
was fo enchanted with thefe cotillons tbatfhe 
frequently called for their repetition. The 
duke of Chartres gave two balls at the 
Palais Royal, at which her majefly was 
prefent. The money loft at thefe two balls 
amounted to one million, eight hundred 
thoufand livrcs ! It foon became neccffary 
to clofe thefe balls; the exceffive fatigue 
which they occafioned to her majefty, had 
endangered her health. What magnlfir 
cence, what frivolity, what ruin, does all 
this offer to our contemplation! 
-. The following anecdote which has been 
juft communicated to us from one of the 

parties 
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{iaitles concerned, is ai Q>lendid tUuftfatioi' 
of her majefly^s paiCon for danting. 

When the cdloftcls were preparing to 
join their regitftent^, the. (jueeii, wha re- 
greted the departure of this number of tlc^ 
gant youiig men who had bedonie neceflary 
to the pleafiires of the court, which (he had 
moft at heart, [that is to fay, tbey were fine 
• dancers ;] prefentcd to her hulband a lift of 
ail thoie (he wifhed to keep near her, and for 
whom (he, therefore, folicited leave of ab- 
fence from their regiments. The king, in- 
ftead of reading the note, tore it before her 
majefty's face, declaring, that he fliould be 
very fbrry to know the names of thofe of his 
officers, who prefer fo frivolous an amofe- 
ment, to their duties and their glory. 
Aoeodotn We havc ihewn her majcfty as an (iperd 
uftTfoTthc ^^f^^> we muft alfo difplay her talents as a 
flayer. It was fhe who introduced a tafte for 
afting at court. Beneath her aufpices, it is 
faid, the Count d*Artois became a flcilful 

rape*^ 
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rope-dancer I and an illuftrious troop* 6f tlifc 
young nobility, enlifted themfelves under the 
banners of Thalia. The public, indeed, 
\vere not admitted to thefe theatrical exhi- 
biuons. The audience confifted of thofe 
perfons who were attached to the royal 
family. The king was greatly diflatisfied 
at thefe frivolous and loofe employments; 
which her majefty had chofen ; one evening 

• he hiffed the queen, her majefty received 
it with good humour, laughed,— and 
played the next evening. 

The furor of ailing increafed on every 
reprefentation with her majefty. She was 
defirous, that Madame ftiould take a cha* 
racier; but Monfieur ftrongly oppofed his 
princefe from becoming a player, and a 

^oolnefs, in confequence, took place. The 
queen did not aft well; no one but the king 
dared to hint this; but the loud applaufe 

. from every part of the (ycophantic theatre, 

perpetuated 

3 
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perpetuated the pleafmg illufion, and her 
paflion for the ftagc. 

She now attempted to communicate more 
refinement to her theatrical abilities. She 
devoted every morning to ftudy,. and /or this 
purpofe, ihe took her leHons from one Mi- 
chu of the Comedie Italienne. It was, no 
doubt, an edifying fcene, to obferve the queen 
of France receiving t,he orders of a ftroller^ 
m what manner (he (liould aft in a comic 
opera ! 

Diflatisfied that fhe could not appear in 
public, {he attempted a new mode of aug- 
menting her audience. She invited the 
authors of the pieces afted at this rojal 
theatre ; and one evening fhe had the GarJ^j 
du Corps then in waiting, called in to be 
prefent at the exhibition. When the comedy 
was finifhed, the royal a6lrers came forwards, i 
and addrcfled them in thefe words, " Gen* ' 
tlemen, I have done every thing I can to 
«mufe you J I M^'ifh I could have played 

better, 
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betfer, thit I might have given you mote 
pleafurc,*' " Mejjieurs^ J' m fait ce que fai 
pUy four vous amufer ; y'aurois voulu mieux 
jouer^ afin de vous donner plus de platfirJ' It 
Would appear by all this that the queen was 
emxilous of the charafter of the infamous 
Theodore, whofe charadler has been fo ad- 
mirably defcribed by Gibbon, in his Roman 
hiftory, vol. iv. p. 5 1 . 4to. 

The ladies of the court were delighted 

, with tliis tafte of their miftrefs, becaufe it 

lead to great fplendor of drefs, and to certain 

lalaries and prefents with which they were 

gratified. 

A little domeftic aaecdote, occafioned by Anecdote of 

•^ theQjicen, 

this paffion of our royal aftrefs, introduces Jfj^.'Sf^r- 
us to the acquaintance of her majefty, 
Madame^ and the Count d' Artois. 

The queen had in vain^ repeatedly defired 
Madame to take a charader; this had 

Plways been rejeSed as unworthy of her 
ignity. A coolnefs had, in confequence, 

C c taken 
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taken place ; and the queen one day fkid td 
Madame, but fincc I, the queen of Fl-anee 
zj&j you fhould not be above it. — Madame 
replied, if I am not a queen, I am of the 
blood of which queens are made. — Her 
majefty not, perhaps, liking the comparifbn^ 
with the imperial fierceneis of Auffcria, took 
fire, and difrefpeftfuUy compared the petty 
houfe of Savoy to that of Auftria^ " which 
does hot even yield/' (flie added) " to that of 
Bourbon.*' — To fuch extremities went our 
pouting rival queens. But the Count d*Artois, 
being prefent, with a happy farcafm, avenged 
the infulted honour of the Bourbons, by iky- 
ing, *^ Hitherto, I feared to interrupt your 
majefty's conteft, as I confidered you to be 
angry \ but now I perceive that you are only 
Joking /*' — Such were the dcwieftic difcords of 
the Bourbons ! Two fiflers in the family of 
a private dtizeKj Ibmetime^ quslrrel concern- 
ing their laft new caps ; but two queens j ani- 
mated 
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hiated by the &me paflion, differ about tht 
antiquity of their boujis^ 

During her majefty's lying iii (1778) ffieSheen- 
Unfortunatcly introduced a moft violent rage J^^t 
for gaming. She had a pharaoh table regu- 
larly eftablifhed, and appointed M. de C— i- 
»"* , the fbn of a celebrated gkmefter, td 
he her banker. The ladies flew to thefe 
occupations with all the charafiVeriftic ardour 
of the fex, eintilous of rivalling even her ma- 
jefty; and at this crouded table, a feat was 
not always to be obtained. The bufinefs of 
our banker increafed fo much, that he was 
obliged to feprefent to the queen, that he 
could not proceed in his employment without 
a coadjutor. Her majefty permitted hitn to 
chufe one. ^s choice fell on M. Poincot^ 
a chevalier of St. Louis, who not having yet 
born the commiffion of a colonel, accord* 
ing to the etiquette could not be (eated in 
her prefence. He therefore remained {land- 
ing, when her majefty perceiving it, careleft 

C c 2 of 
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of the ceremonial cuftoms of Verlaillcs, 
ordered a chair to be brought to him. The 
rigid and old courtiers groaned at this viola- 
tion of formality and precedence. 
intcrefting Pky rofe fo high, that they were obliged to 

anecdotes of ^ 

itming invent a new mode of managing their 
accounts. It was impoflible for a perfon to 
bring four or five thoufand louis in goU; 
boxes were contrived which were filled with 
pieces of mother of pearl, engraved with 
their name, and on the other fide the fums 
for which they were meant to pafs. The 
following day thefe bills of exchange were 
immediately paid. M. de la Vaupallierc, 
having defired his lady to arrange fomc 
pieces for this purpofe, fhe ingenioufly had 
her portrait with thofe of her two children, 
engraved on them, with thefe words, Re* 
member us. When this gentleman opened 
his box at the table, it occafioned a momen- 
tary furprife; he applauded the invention; 
laughed, played, and was ruined. 

In 
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r In 1786, a yoiing man of the firft fortune 
in France, loft at the queen's table, the 
enormous fum of twelve hundred thoufand 
livres. Returned home, and even ignorant 
of the amount he had loft, he wrot^ letters 
to his friends; intreated them to fave his 
honour; to remember his wife and child; 
for that he, plunged into an abyfs of mifery, 
and unworthy to appear before honeft men, 
woul4 never be heard of more, for that 
he' had gone to hide his ftiame and his de« 
ipair in fome obfcure corner, or fly, while he 
could find earth to walk on. This aflTefting 
incident was not eafily forgotten, and ex- 
cited murmurs among the. thinking part of 
the Parifians, at the horrid- gaming encpu-» 
raged at her majefty's table. 

Gaming cannot long exift without fr^q^nt^^^^^ 
violations of honefty. This obvious re-cK^^t 

. thefe royal 

fle6lion is fufficiently exemplified by attends p»i«» 
ing to the private anecdotes of the queen's 
pharaoh table, at this moment^ It offers a 
C c 3 dreadful 
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dreadfbl leflba for the lovers of gaming, 
We obferve many of the moft amiable 
women, and many of the diilinguifhed nobi^ 
lity, reduced to die bafenefs of the loweft 
adventurers. Rouleaux of counterfeit loui$ 
fubflituted for true ones, was a trick not 
unfrequenly praftifed. To deter others from 
this cheat, a moufquetaire was at length 
The Juchcf. arrefted. But it was the Ducbefe^^ who 
cheati. daily fwin^Ud the credulous and young 
players, of the money which was entrufted 
to them; and this, openly before their face,. 
None, indeed, was more impudent than a 
female courtier; hardened and ihamele^ 
they continued- their mal-pra^tices with 
impunity. This fiiarping of the caart was fo 
notorious, that it became the topic of ordi^ 
nary converfation ; and fads, whids would 
have excited indignation and horror in £ng« 
land; among the diffalute courtiers of Ver-» 
failles, and the frivolous citizens of Paris, 
were the fubjeft of a kugh* Madame once 

^d 
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/aid to the bankers of the qijeen's tabk;— »• 
*' They greatly cheat you, gentlerjaen,"— r 
The bankers, too polilhed courtiers, to coiifefe 
the truth, and not defirous of contradicting 
it, replied that, that they did not perceive it. 

The bankers at length, to obviate the 
jdaily cheating and Jharping of the ladies of 
the court y obtained pcmaiffion of her majefty, 
that before play. began, the table (hould be 
bordered with a broad ribband, and that no 
money fhould be confidered as played for, but 
what appeared on the cards, on its outfide, \ 
THis certainly prevented much cheating; 
excepting that fon^e of the Ducbeffefxtztivm^ 
fmaH fums from thofe credulo\|s punters who 
flood near them; aflured thenj that they 
had loft; and latterly, forne had the hardineis 
even to deny having received any ! The king 
was feen fo rarely at this table, that when 
he once appeared, it excited afloniihmentf 
His majefty ever difcountenanced this fury 
pf play, and frequently amufed himfelf at 
C c 4 crowns^ 
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crowns, while the queen and moft of the 

company, at the royal vifits, were playing 

for enormous fums. 

Anecdotes of Among thofc of her majefty's favourites, 

tcftv's^mii- who were indebted for this honour to their 

liner. 

adminiftration in the offices of frivolity, was 
her milliner, Mademoifclle Bcrtin. This 
woman was admitted into the moft familiar 
habits with the queen, and rofc into emi- 
nence by more than one public diftinftion. 
When the queen entered Paris in 1779, fhc 
placed herfelf in a balcony, 'with thirty work- 
\yomen, and her majefty as fhe pafled was 
pleafed to wave her hand, and cry ** There 
is Mademoifelle Bertin '/'—which the mil- 
liner was obliged to notice by a moft obfc- 
quious curtfey. It is probable that the king's 
good fenfe was not pleafed at his entrance 
into Paris to obferve tliat her majefty's firfl: 
attention was paid to her milliner. — Perhaps 
to humour the joke, he applauded her by 
beating his hands, which occafioned another 

obediencQ 
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dbedience — all the royal family did the fame, 
and fo many curtfies — at length, the faithful 
apes of their mafter, every courtier faluted the 
milliner, which likewife coft her fo many 
curtleys. She funk at length cxhaufted, 
full of honour and fatigue. — But this public 
diftin6lion made her fortune ; Ihe afterwards 
, became the faihionable Marcbande de Modes. 
The millinej, indeed, acquired fuch im- 
portance from her interviews with her ma- 
jefly, that (he employed in her. (hop the lame 
language the minifter ufed concerning thofe 
he had with his majefty in the cabinet. 
When a faftidious lady could not be pleafed 
with various famples of caps offered to her, 
Mademoifelle Bertin faidj prefentez done i 
Madame, des echantitlons de mon dernier tra^ 
vail avec fa Majejie. Shew the lady fbme 
ipecimens of my laft confultation with her 
tnajejiy. Her majefty's proteftion became 
neceflary; for having quarrelled with one of 
her late apprentices fqr bppofing her in bufi- 

nefs. 
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nefs, and niifing altar againft altar^ ihe at« 
tacked her with the fury qf an irritated 
Virago, tore her hair, and {pit in her face. 
Immediately arofe a law fuit, and the firft 
counfellors feed, who certainly amufed them- 
selves at the coft of their clients. The 
dsiniages, however, were ferious. But the 
qqew), the day before judgment was palTed, 
addreffed ^ letter to the prefident of the 
court, that he (hould firft inform her of the 
whole afiair, 
pe miu Jt w^s not fuffieient to infult the public by 
thus arrefting the courfe of the law, for a 
milliner, but it appears th4t a penfion was 
alfo to be the reward of the fplendid talents 
pf Mademoifelle Bertin* In the Livre Rouge 
we find the following ?irticle. ^* Bertin, 
Pemoifellc Jules, Marchande 4^ Modes de 
la Reiae de Fr^nce-p— 2400 livres." It 
was thus, {^y% tlie oj^ferver, that the " Poufs 
anglais; tjiecaracos, orpet-eur-Fair; dePhi- 
ladelphie^ {he feathers and cotillons a M 

fultane; 
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^Itane; and above all th^ enamelled nets/' 
were to be rewarded. 

At the birth of the princefe, when their The queen 

aoes a public 

majefties vifited Paris, the queen did an aft ^i^^J^^^^ 
of benevolence which awakened the affeftiou 
pf the Parifians. And fince we have few 
fuch anecdotes to give, it would be unjuft to 
pals over this pleafing fcene, The queeii 
^efired that a part of the money refwved for 
the public rejoicings, might be employed in 
marrying one hundred poor and virtuou? 
girls with honeft tradpfmen; a choice was 
made from c^ch parifli. TJie future fpoufes 
formed two rows when their majefties pafTed 
%hc nave of the church of Notre Dame. 
The new married couples appeared uni- 
formly drefled. The portion of each was 
five hundred livres; and the queen engaged 
to pay for the nurfing of the firft fruits of their 
marriages; and promifed a greater benefit to 
thofe mothers who would fuckle their own 
<:hildren: And tjic whole exhibition was 

crowned 



Digitized by 



Google 



^96 THE QUEEN. 

crowned by the marriage of an honeft couple, 
who had lived together above half a century, 
and who now renewed their vows of af- 
fe6lion, which they had fwom, at fo diftant 
a period. This venerable pair was attended 
by all their children, grandchildren, and 
^reat grandchildren; they wore the fame 
uniform as the younger ones, and they re- 
ceived the fame portion. The marriages 
were celebrated before their majeflies; and 
the fcene melted the ^mpathetic Parifians 
into tears. It is curious to add, that Made- 
>B opera moifelle Guimard, the queen of the theatre, 
refblved to give an entertainment at the 
Vauxhall, and to imitate her majefly in 
forming, in that public aflfemhly, a mar- 
riage. Every one Jiaflened to purchafe a 
ticket; the benevolence wa$ rendered doubly 
attradHve by its frivolity. The portion was 
to confifl not only of twenty-five louis by a 
contribution from the opera dancers, but 
aifo by the lale produced of the entertain-* 
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ment; of which the number of tickets fold 
amounted to 30,000 livres. The rigorous 
archbifhop of Paris, would not permit the 
celebration of this marriage at Vauxhall, 
pretending that it would be a public offence 
to decency and morals; and he procured iu 
confequence an order froqni the court to 
hinder the celebration, of the marriage in this 
temple of pleafure* Mademoifelle Guimard, 
however, would not lofe tlie glory of this wed- 
ding; and it took place at her palace, which 
was always in a proper ftate to exhibit a 
feftival. This is a curious inftance of the 
levity of the nation, and the afpiring genius 
of Mademoifelle Guimard. 

At the Very moment the government was Another 

frivolous 

fuppreffing ancient and ufeful offices, on the by the ^u^ 
plea of economy, it was obferved, that the 
queen was creating ufelefs and expenfive 
ones. Mademoifelle de la Borde, happened 
to find luch favour in her majefty's eyes, 
that not (atisfied with having made her, her 

reader. 
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reader, fhc created ^ ilexv office in her favour^^ 
called Dame du Lit (lady of the bed), and 
Whofe duties confifted in opening and fliut- 
ting the Curtains of her m^jefjy, and to flcep 
at the feet of the bed, when her majeily 
fhould judge neceflary! This lad/ was 
handlbine enough to occafion a fit of jealouly 
to the dutchefs of Poligixac. 
Ingenious The following anecdote is accompanied 

Tcrfci made . -^ , ^ /• t 

on her ma- with uich agrccable verfes, that the reader 
will not be dilpleafed with its introduftion* 
Hei* majefty had long been caluminated in 
the effufions of many a wanton fcribbler, and 
in 1784, (he alked the chevaUerde Boufflers 
to colleft in one long the moft glaring jde- 
fefts her cenfurers had difcovered- This 
living poet, who excels Prior in gaiety and 
elegance, ufing the pcrmiffion allowcid him^ 
by the ingenious and lively turn he gave 
thele cenfures, contrived to make them a 
ridicule for the moft refined flattery. Her* 
majefty, it is faid, was fo pleafcd with them, 

that 
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that (he fung the verfcs herfelf. It is not^ 

however, very clear whether they are not to 

be regarded as a bitter fatire on her majefty. 

The reader muft judge for him(el£ The 

nation were divided in their opinion, and the 

enemies of the court confidered them as an 

ingenious mode of fatirifing the queen. In 

the red book, the chevalier's name appears 

with a pcnfion of 10,000 livres, as governor 

of Senegal. The abufive obfcrver gives as a 

realbn for this penfion, a gift which the 

chevalier made to the queen of an infamous 

nature. We have been informed that the 

fbng was found {o ingenious, and at the fame 

time of {o dubious a charafter^ that her 

majefty rewarded him at onqe with a penfion^ 

and punifhed him with a temporary exile 

from cojirt. Thus Juvenal, it is faid, was 

exiled to the arid deferts of Lybia, by the 

emperor Nero, who at once pleafed with his 

verfes, and dreading them,^ made him a 

PreTc6t. It is thus that the fame caufe al- 
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ways produces the fame efFeft, in tytrf agC 

« 
and In every nation. 

We traqicribe the fbng in queftion. 



VouIeE«vou8 favoir les otidiif 
Qui courent fur To^mre ? 

On dit que par fois fon efprit, 
Paroit etre en d^ire. 
Quoi \ dc bonne foi > 
Oui, msis, croyezmoi^ 

Elle fait fi bien faire. 
Que fa d^rai(bn« 
Fuifiei-vous Caton» 
i^uroit l^art de tous plaire. 



Will you nften to the reports. 
Which fpread about Themiia? 

*Ti s faid that oft ' her mtiid. 
Appears in a delirium. 

Indeed ! are you in earned? 
Yes ; but beijere vatf 
She knows to a£l fo well 
That even her madnefs. 
Were you a Catoi 

Would have the an of charming 
you. 



On dit qut le trop de hdn f^hs 'Tis (kid that too much fenfir 

Jamais ne la tourmcntc ; Never torroenis her ; 

On dit ro^me qu* uh grain d*encenf*Tis faid too»that a grain of incenfci 



La ravit et Tenchante, 
Qijoi ! dc bonne foi \ 
Oui, mats, cr^yez moi, 
Elle (ait fi bien faire. 
Que ro£me les dieux 
Dcfcendroicnt des deux 
Pour renccnfer fur lerre. 

Vous donne-t-eUe un rcndcz- 
De plaifir ou d'aflfaire. 

On dit qu*oubIiant I'heure et 
Pour elle, c*eft mifcre. 
Qoui I de boune foi ? 
Oui, mtif croyez inoi> 

Se revott-on pr^s d'elie» 
Adieu tous fes torts» 
Le tetns mctne aiors, 
8'enTole a tire-d*aSk. 



Ravi flies and enchants her. 
Indeed ! are you in eameft ? 
Yes, bat believe roe, 
She knows to a£l fo tx^clf. 
That even the Gods 
Would defcend from heavea 
To worfhip her on earth. 

vous, Does (he give you a rcndcz-vous, 

Of pleafure, or of bufincfs, 
vous, 'Tis faid, forgetting the hour Scyotf 
For her, *tij of no confequence- 
Indeed ! arc you in eameft r 

Yes, hut believe xnc, 
If you are near her again 

You forget to complain , 
Time ever then 

Flkt on it's rapid wing< 

Sos 
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Sam Pegoifme rieii n'eft bon Without egotifm nothing is good, 

C'tft-Ii fa loi fuprcme ; That is her fupremc maxim. 

Auffi fr'aime-t-fllle, 4it-on, Thus fiie loves herfelf, 'tis faid, 

l>*une tendrcflc extreme. With a warm affcftion. 

Qupi f de bonne foi > Indeed f are you in cameft > 

Out, roais croyez moi, Yes, but believe me, 

LailTci-lui Ton fyfteme ; Leave her to her own fyftem ; 

Peut 00 la bl4mer. Can one blame her» 

Dc favoir aimer To know to love, 

Ce que tout Ic monde aime ? What all the world loves ? 

It is very needlef^ to give anecdotes of Anecdotes of 

the queen's 

the queen's expences, Too many have becnP'*****^'**** 
recorded in the moft public manner, to re- 
quire any further inveftigation. It may be 
curious to notice, that when her majcfty, 
after her lying-in, received company, ihc 
aflced a lady, ftudded over with diamonds, 
why (he was as brilliantly ornamented as a 
{hiine? The ladies in waiting caught the 
idea, and fuppofed that her majefty was not 
pleafed with diamonds. None in confe- 
quence were longer worn, but by the vulgar 
Pariiians, When her majefty's jeweller 
waited on her and complained that his bufi- 
nels went very ill fince her majefty difcoun* 
tenanced the ufe of diamonds, fhe confoled 
P d him 
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him with the promife of renewing the fa* 
fhion, and immediately gave an order for a 
pair of girandoles of the value of a million of 
livres. For the advantage of having the 
opera removed at her pleafure, to aft where- 
eve-r fhe chofe, it was agreed, in 1780, to pay 
1 50,000 livres per annum. St. Cloud coft 
fix millions. We fhall not confume our 
pages with fimilar prodigalities. Her ma- 
jefty always had recourfe to the comptrollers 
general, and her demands always over- 
turned the beft fyftem which they had 
planned for the national benefit. The 
comptrollers became favourites, or were 
dilliked according to their readinefe in com- 
plying with her. defires. No honeft man, 
therefore, could long remain in office. la 
1775, fhe alked Turgot for 300,000 livres, 
which was, indeed, a moderate demand. 
But the comptroller, not expe6ling fiich a 
call which deranged his economical fyftcm, 
begged for a few hours eonfideration. He 
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liafttncd to his iriajfefty, and exptcffed hisTheWni'a 
anxiety* The king ordered him to bring Fimand of^ 
him all the money in goldi His majcfty.^'^*^''^ 
tljen laying the treaftite before the queen^ 
aflurfed her that thofe who attended htr^ dif- 
guifed, the truth j he intreated her to reflect 
that all the money Ihe faw before her^ 
was drawn fronl the merfe filbfiftence of the 
people^ dnd which to exhauft in frivolous 
diffipatioil, muft be regarded as criminaL , 

Such Were the philofophic fentiments of 
. Louis XVL when under the eonduft of an 
honeft comptroller* But it was very different 
in the year 1784; the qtieengrew bolder, the 
tomptroller Calonne was her creature, and 
the king was probably weary of fermonizing 
her. In April 1784, her majefty applied for 
no lefs a lum than 900,000 livres, to pay 
fome /ma// debts (he had contrafted. 

Calonne only intreated time* This mi- Anecdote of 

Caloone and 

iufter, it is not difficult to fuppofc by what'^^**^ 
means, became a great favourite with her 
D d a majefty 
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mi0g*fty t«id of courfe with LouU X Vt S^ 
was the ornament of her kvees, and wheii^ 
ever h/t was wanting in kef circles, a marki^ 
aasriety was expreifed. When the queen, 
aflied Calonne for money, he mort than 
ohet Aide ufe of this lingular exprefSon: 
Ifitisfofflbk^ madam^ the affak- is done % if if 
is impt^lej it jhaU be dom ! Appropriatd 
language for a French petit-maitre addrciRng 
his miftrefs, but not for a financier in whofe 
hands was repofed the prolperity of an op- 
prefled people I 
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OUIS XVI, had cxcrcifcd the royal func- ^""^ •"- 
tions fincc the ^cathof his grandfather ; fi^pJli'^^^ 
but had not» though a year had already elapf* of tiie kiog. 
ed^ been confecrated at Rheims. This coQie-*> 
cration, was an ancient ceremony^ which coul4 
oxJy have been inftituted by the clergy, fiqcc 
cvcrypartof it tended to their exaltation, more 
than to that of the monarch or the people. 
This ceremony was of the moft expenfivc 
kidd ; and the age -was too enlightened to regard 
it with that holy refpeft, with which the eyes . 
of former times contemplated it. M. Turgot^ 
who faw its inconvenience in the deplorable 
ilatc of the finances, and who was at the head 
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of the {c€t of economifts^ was defirous of abo« 
IKhing a ceremony, which, though puerile, 
was ruinous. But the other miniflers who 
were more religious, and more gay, controuled 
in this refpeft, the controuler general. Tur- 
gpt then attempted to have this coniecratioa 
fit Paris, which would be much lefs expen0ve 
than travelling to a diftant province, with an 
equipage • wliich brought a heavy tax to the 
cultivators of lands, and ruined the lands them- 
felvcs. But the clergy rigidly attached to their 
ancient rites, declared this innovation to be 
dangerous ; and the economic projcd of Tur- 
got, was facrificed to a fupcrftitious journey, 
which being performed at the feafbn, when the 
earth is covered with harvefts, ruined the hopes 
of agriculture, and the firft aft of the 
confecrated monarch, was to fpread a tempo^ 
rary defolation through one part of his king- 
dom! 

In April 1775, all ^as in motion for this 
ceremony. The curious went to examine the 

fin- 
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fingular pomp and luxury employed on this 
occafion ; the dreifles, the crnamcnts, and the 
king's coach, which employed the artifts 
during a year, and coft above 1 2000L fterling ! 
A catalogue was alfo publiflied of the riches 
drawn from the treafury of the abbey of St. 
Pennis, to be employed for the confecration 
of Louis XVI. Among other things, they 
confifted of the crown of Charlemagne, the 
fceptre, the hand of juftice, the fword of 
Charlemagne, the clafp for fattening the royal 
robes, the fpurs, and the prayer book ufed oij 
<his occafion. This precious treafury is aug- 
mented by many other ornaments ; but the 
moft fingular curiofity, was the crown itfelf ; 
a new load of diamonds was added on the oc- 
cafion, among which were feen the Regent 
and the Sancy, the two moft famous ftones in 
the world; the crown only was valued at 
eighteen millions of livres ! This enormous pro- 
digality, did not pafs unobfcrved by fome, who 
were more cynical than frivolous* At SoifTons, 
D d 4 one 
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one of the city gates was obliged to be puQed 
down, for the entrance of the king's coach> 
which, by its immenfe ornaments, was raifcd to 
the heighth of eighteen feet, and the greater 
part of the bridges, which his Majefty was to 
Striking pafs, were rebuilt ! The miferable peaian ts, 

pi6Vureof • r% 

the mifcrics ^ho hourlv kboured under their Egyptian taik 

• f the French ' O' * 

pcabDc niafters, whenever they beheld a traveller, 
would, fometimes, demand charity on their 
knees, and raifing their eyes to heaven, would 
draw their hands to their mouths, as a figa 
of their wanting a little bread. To fiich a 
nation, was Louis XVI. haftening to fwear 
furety and protedion. 

In June, this confccration was the fafhion-* 
able topic. To inflrudl the publk in all it% 
formalities, there was diftributed, " The order 
of the proceffion, and ceremonies, to be ob- 
ferved." It is throughout a colleftion of the 
moft puerile etiquettes. 

Among other things it is ordered^ that the 
king.fhall be reccivtd ii; every town, by a 

ringing 
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ringing of bells, by the firing of cannon, by 

the acclamations of the people ^ and tlic co • pli- 2^S2£ 

to receive 

ments of the chief magiftrate. To command ^^^^'^ 

^ with i«id 

the future acclamations of the people, was tben^ w^^uf*^ 
it fcems, one of the unjuft ufurpations of the 
French court We hear our king command 
a play ; but an Englifh monarch to command 
public applaufcj muft firft merit it. His vir^ 
toes muft animate the national voice. 

One of thefe puerile cerenionies is the fal- 
lowing. The ccclefiaftical peers were to oc- 
cupy the moft honourable feats, on the right 
hand of the altar j two .of them were to fcek 
for the king ; but having twice in vain called 
out for him at the door, were, at length, at 
the third time to cry aloud, we afk for Louis 
XVI: whom God has given to us for our king ; 
and then they were to lead the monarch into 
the church. 

It is a faft, not incurious to obferve, that 
although there appeared a national anxiety on 
this occafion, and that it was imagined at the 

time. 
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time, that the affluence of people would be ex- 
ceffive at Rheims, it by no means anfwered 
the expeBation of the court. Notwithftanding 
that the nobility had invited the Parifian 
ladies, and every other iheans had been prac- 
tifed to attradl the people ; it i* certain, that 
tickets were not only plentiful, but many re- 
tnained on hand without any demand. If the 
nobility were difappointcd, fo likewif^ were 
the inn-keepers, who .found, when they caft 
up their accounts, that their provifions re- 
mained unfold, and their lodgings unhired. 
Great precautions,* indeed, had been taken at 
Rheims, to prevent tumult and confufion; 
it had been refblved, that no carriages fhould 
be allowed to enter the city, icveral days 
before the confccration ; a very prudent, but 
as it appeared a very unneceflary precaution. 
So fmall, indeed, was the affluence, that the 
gates of the city were left open for their ad- 
miffion, as ufual. It appears very clear by 
this, that the nation at large, did not pay the 

(amo 
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jame idolatrous devotion to their king, as in 
the preceding reigns ^ the Parifians did not 
think it worth their while to travel as far as 
Rheims, on this awful occafion; fifty years 
paft, thofe who could not have had the con- 
venience of carriages, would have made the 
journey on foot. 



It becomes neceffary here, to notice a pam- ^^ ^^^ 
phlet, publifhed a few days before the king's the h^^ 
confecration. In the year 1770, M, de Mau- 
peou, made Louis XV. thus exprefs himfelf 
at what the French called a //> dejujlice. Wt 
Mly bold our crown from God. The right of 
making laws belongs alone to us, independant of 
and without jbaring it with others. Thefe 
dreadful affertions of defpotifm, were expofed 
on the prefent occafion, and refuted by the 
author of a pamphlet, intitled, " The Friend 
of the Laws." He could not have feized a 
happier opportunity for this invcftigation, than 
at the very moment of the confecration of a 
pew mpnarch^ He ridicules thofe adulative 
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ceremonies which were now preparing, znd 
which might deceive the youthful Louis, by 
ancient prejudices, if good fenfe« and authen-* 
tic hiilory had not convinced him, that he and 
his predeceilbrs never held their crown, bat 
from the confent of the nation ; and that the 
right of making laws, did not reft with the 
monarch, without (haring this power, and being 
dependent on others. The whole argument 
is enforced by a collefbion of indifputaUe fa<5b* 
Louis, perhaps, was at prefent too fully occu« 
pied in the contemplation of regal glories, to 
find a moment for the reading of a demo* 
cratic pamphlet ; but to fpeak the truth, his 
integrity was in no need of fuch a monitor. 

Let us now attend the confecratjon at 
Rhcims. Every perfon there fek his heart 
filled with affedlion and refpedt, for that natural 
benevolence, and fcJ^er dignity which Louis 
exhibited at every hour^ When the muni- 
cipal officers, in receiving his Majefty's orders, 
aiked if they fhould cover the ftreets with car-i 
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pets for his entrance ; no, he anfwered, I como 
to fee my people, and to be feen by them. 
When one of the mob approached too near 
his Majcfty, a garde du corps, rudely puflicd 
him away ; he was reprimanded by the king, 
who called the man, and gave him his hand 
to kifs, as an indemnification for thp blows he 
had received* During the refidence which the 
monarch made at Rheims, he gave frequent 
marks of fuch amiable difpofitions. 

At length the brilliant hour arrived. The 
king was confecrated, and the people were ad- 
mitted to behold their monarch. The enthufi- 
afm caught from this fplendid fpe6lacle, (pue- 
rile to the philofophic eye) flamed through all 
the agitated bofoms of the multitude. The re- 
peated cries of Fi*ve le Roi^^ refounded with ve- 
hemencc from loyal hearts, and fuch was thtf 
fenfatiop communicated through all ranks 
that his Majefty, the Queen, and the fpeftatcr^ 
wept. All, indeed, felt the folemnity of thi* 
confecration, with a lively fcnfibility, even to 
the envoy of Tripoli; fome curious perfons, in 

4 thi< 
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this moment of enthufiafm^ when all eyes Wett 
filled with tears* attentively confidered the bar- 
barian^ and it was with fatisfad:ion that they 
beheld in him the fame tranfports* and the 
fame tears. The ladies fuddenly lofl: their 
horror for his black beard, when they faw it 
receive a new grace ^ from the human dew 
which fparkled in it^ 

The ceremony was not fo long as it was tx^ 

pefted to have been. It was a fultry fcenej 

and the hot weather made long prayers almoft 

*j^p^,^,,impoflibIe* But thofe, who attbatjnoment^ 

aked at the callcd thcmfelvcs Fatriotesj were greatly irri* 

coronation 

at wat uf-~i x,zXQ,^ at the fuppreflion of that part of the ce* 
remony, which appears at leaft to afi^ the people's 
confenty for the royal ele(^on* However, vain 
might be this empty form, which, /ays a wri- 
ter of the day, is now a mere dcrifion ; it was 
reproached to ihe clergy ^ (for whom alone this 
pious magnificence appears to have been in- 
ftitute4) that they (hould think proper to re* 
fcind this part of the ceremony, while thqr 

preferved 
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|)refcrvcd the minuteft articles which concerned 
themfclves. 



When in 1775* eonfiderable repairs were j,,^ tj„^ 
made at Verfailles^ the minifters propofed pomp, 
creeping a temporary refidence for his Ma- 
jefty; his two laft predeceffors, would cer- 
tainly have had one. But Louis refolved not 
to have any built. His anfwer was, *' I will 
not quit Verfailles, but ftraighten myfelf in 
any little corner. A king can live in a houfe^ 
as well as in a palace !" 

The following traits (young as Lewis thenRefufetto 
was) to the power of a monarch, unites the fion., tha 
patriotifmof a citizen. Whatever the Count dt^^^ *^ 
St. Germains, and the late M. de Malefherbes, 
propofcd for thp people's bene6t, his Majcfty 
eagerly accepted ; but he did more ; he cx- 
crcifed a voluntary feverity, independant of the 
advice of his minifters. When thefe gentle- 
men propofcd to grant a penfion to fome, wh« 

had 



Digitized by 



Google 



41^ 



LOUIS XVI 

had ftrong felicitations made in their faroor^ 
the conftant anfwer of his Majefty was, that 
he would not confent to grant any thing which 
mail be burdenfbme to his people; that he 
was aftnally employed in paying bis debts^ and 
diminijhing the taxes I and that, therefore, he 
could afibrd nothing for a miiplaced mzgrn^ 
licence, 

Louis XV. carclcfs of the future, confumed 
before hand his ftate revenues. It was thus, 
that when he died, he had anticipated i8o 
millions ! all which his receveurs generaux, aqd 
other rich financiers, had advanced. When 
M. Turgot, had been fome time in office, it 
was fhewn that he had diminifhed this £hame-r 
ful anticipation of thirty millions, by various 
redudions, and other favings on thefe ufurious 
Joans. It was alfb proved, that in time all 
thmgs would be reinftated in their proper 
order. It is certain, that by this penurious 
plan, the courtiers confidered Louis as ading 

vnworthy 
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unworthy of the royal dignity^ and Turgot 
was regarded with hatred. Thefe public blood- 
fuckers, formed parties againft Turgot ; they 
ipoke loud i but it Was not the voice of the 
public j yet Turgot was difmified* 

TttfiR£ was a bluntnefs in the king's man- TheUog't 
ner» which, indeed, was not adapted to the^ 
polifhed foftnefs of his court. It was a rough 
honefty. When he found this bluntnefs. in 
others, he was not diTpleaied. When Gui- 
mard, a domeftic officer under the old king, 
and a £ivourite with Louis XVL for his age, 
and honeftyi faw him reading a pamphlet, 
which had for title, " The king beloved by 
his People," he iaid, roundly, ** Sire, do not 
believe thefe pamphlets*, you never will be 
beloved while bread is dear J* 



It was the foible of Louis XVI. to have a Anecdote 

of a juve« 

paffion for the occupatioftarf a lockfmith. He '^^^^ 
tookleflbns from two celebrated artifts ; anduivc^- 

Ec the^ 
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the rcafon he quitted this amufement, (bew^, 
that at an early age be was not incapable of 
rcfleSion and reformation, Thefe lockfmiths, 
were dcfirous of prcfenting his Majefty, on 
their annual fcftival of their community, with 
a curious piece of workmanflxip. They firft 
confulted Thierry, bis firA valet, who di/Tuaded 
them from it. The artifts, vexed to lofe their 
labour^ and their hopes, took the firft oppor- 
tunity in their leffons, to inform the king of 
the intended prefent, and Thierry's advice. 
Louis, interrogates his favourite, when they 
are alone, and deiires him to fay the real mo- 
tive of his diflualion. Thierry helitates, and 
only obferves, that it was proper to teach 
thefe lockfoiiths a due refped. His Majefly 
fufpefting another reafon, preffes him to fpcak 
in the freeft manner. Thierry then anfwered 
- — " Sire ! It is becaufe I was fearful that your 
Majefly's indulgence wouldgive toomuch pub- 
licity to this anecdote ofyour private life. How- 
ever innocent may be this kind of occupation, 

or 
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Or amufcment, it is repugnant to the general 
prejudice of thofe kinds of pleafure which a 
monarch may take ; and it might decreafe the 
favourable idea which the people entertain of 
you, becaufe they expeft to fee a charafter of 
grandeur in all your aftions." 

His Majefty heard the fenfible Thierry; 
difmiifed his lockfmith, and entirely gave up 
this unworthy amufement for a fovereign. 

When he was dauphin, he never attached when dau. 

phin, never 

himfelf to the national frivolity. The adors f'»^io»»- 
once prefented him with a lift of a new ar- 
rangement of their pieces. The prince re- 
ceived it, and without reading it threw it in 
the fire, faying, " This is the value I place on 
thefe kinds of things." The courtiers flared ; 
and every one reafoned as he thought proper. 
This adlion was then thought to indicate a re- 
folute and firm mind ; but his future life never 
confirmed that obfervation. 

E e a The 
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Ancodfltc 



The following anecdote reveals his gooi 
^t'SJ;'wi ^^d irrcfolutc charader. In Auguft 1777, 

febleivib. 

Jjrioowd^ the queen propofed giving a brilliant Jite^ at 
Trianon,, which was to coft 90,000 livres. — 
It was intended to furpriie his Majefty ; but 
theJcing knew of the ajfiain He ha/tened to 
her Majefty, and defired it might not take 
place; particularly at a moment^ when, for 
the fake of economy^ he . deprived himfclf of 
a tour to Fontainbleatt. In a word he com- 
manded it fhould not be> and the queen was 
fenfibly mortified. This anecdote foon iprcad, 
and his Majcfty's excellent motive communi- 
cated pleafure throughout the circles of Paris. 
But — alas ! — the fite was, in fadt, only 
pojiponed. The queen perfuaded his Majettj 
to confent to it, and Louis could not refufe 
her Majcfty's repeated attacks* Nothing was 
more delicious, and it appears, that the firft 
denial only fcrved to increafe its fplendour* 

Two 
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Two remarkable circumftaaces took place 
in his reign, of which one was honourable 
and political, and the other the reverfe« The 
latter, confifts of an order from the council 
of war, in which his Majefty cxa<fts, that 
every military offit;er fhall be required to ihew 
proofs of his nobility. This order muft have 
quenched the ardour of emulation in the tiers 
etat\ and, perhaps, was meant for this pur- 
pofe. The other was an ediift abolt{hing the 
the right of mortmain and fervitude in the 
king's domains j and a general extinction of 
the right of pourfuite, on the ferfs and main 
mortables. 

This law was a proof, that philofophy can, 
at length, annihilate prejudices, and by its ir- 
refiilible influence, foften the heart of the 
modern Pharaohs. 

It is moft certain, that Louis XVI. was 
never a tyrant, but when he was duped, (and 
t lat was often) by others. It is curious to 
obfcrve, that when in 1775, ^ ^^^ dangerous 

E e 3 ferment 
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ferment cxiftcd at Paris, owing to the dcar^ 
nefs of bread ; many placards were pofted up 
at Vcrfailles, which contained complaints of 
this dearnefs, notwithftanding the extraordi- 
nary harvefts of that year. The feditious 
added, that they were in great number ; that 
they had long patiently waited for, and Jeft to 

the minijier all the due time to dim'mifti the 

f 
price, and furnifh the markets ; that they yet 

gave a few moire days ; but that if they were 

not then fatisfied, they would fct fire to th? 

four corners of Verfailles. For his Majefiy^ 

however, thefe peribns, preferred the utmoft 

refped, and expreffed themfelves even iij 

terms of afFeftion. And, indeed, when there 

was a tumult about this {ime at VcrfailJes, 

his Majefty turning with an air qf franquiU 

lity to Turgot, faid, " We have for ourfelve? 

a pure confcience, and with that we are very 

ftrong." 

The author of the *' Lettres Hiftoriques*/ 

informs us of the following converfetion he 



Digitized by 



Google 



LOUIS XVL 

Aad with Turgot. Whether the converfation 
is merely an ingenious fidtion, is of little con- 
fequence, as the obfervations are juft^ Tur- 
got faid, on the fubjedt of the royal expendi- 
tures : ** I cannot obtain a true and exaft 
ftate of the expcnces. I fee alarming ones, 
and fcarccly any revenues to cover them. This 
houfe of the king, and thcfe penfions, are a 
gulph which abforbs every thing. His Ma- 
jefty has the befi intentions ; he is naturjilly in- 
clined to economy; but he cannot fummon 
the force of faying, ' Iwi//,' nor of fuppref- 
ling that croud who are in his fervice ; and 
yet of the moft unferviceablc nature. He, 
whom he has chofen for his guide, oppofes all 
reforms. I could fave lop millions annually, 
if his Majefty would allow me to put an end 
to all the depredations which take place. 
When I fliew him the neceflity of flopping 
them, he agrees with me ; he promifcs every 
thing 5 but a word frgm the Count de Maure- 
pas, makes thcfe happy difpofitions vanifli. I 

E c 4 believe 
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believe the evil is without remedy | at leaft, 
unlefs a n)iolent crifis happens^ in which th^ 
nation takes on itfelf to do what the king dare^ 
not undertake bimfelf*' 
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VRBAt. 



WE fhall now clofe our volume, by of^ 
feting fomc obfervations, on the mafs 
of anecdote which we have arranged. If we 
refleft on them, we fee, 

Firft, Philosophers, or rather men whoP«tes©. 
abufe this title, alike employed in fapping the 
throne and the altar. Of thefe, fome mo- 
deftly propofe their doubts on the truths even 
of natural religion ; others, adroitly xiiftil their 
poifon in works which bear no affinity to Chrif* 
tian principles ; while others yet more auda* 
clous, reduce Atheifm into a fyftem ; convert 
man into a f/ant, a machine, and openly pro- 
pagate a materialffm, as uncomfortable, as it is 
dangerous. The Mtifes fometimes lend their 

glowing 
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glowing pencil to their favourkes, who em^ 
ploy all its charms and graces to cmbellifh the 
blafphenniies of impiety, and the temerity of 
licentioufnefs. The fober genius of Htjiory, 
places in the hands of a Raynal, and a Vol- 
taire, her immortal graver, and with its fharp 
point, they too often disfigure their works 
with virulent invedivcs againft religion and 
government. Befides, this fedl of pretended 
philofbphers, abufe their talents to corrupt the 
morals. Elegant obfcenities, which the modeft 
writer would blufli to name, circulate in the 
handa of youth and of the fair. They in- 
finuate depravity, by agitating the foul with a 
tender voluptuoufnefs ; and, as if the imagi- 
nation of fuch pernicious writers fufficed not 
to debauch the mind of the moft innocent, 
the fcenes of lubricity are perpetuated in the 
memory by the fkilful reprefentations of the 
artifts. 

But it was not fufficient to annihilate reli- 
gion ^nd morals, it yet remained, to attack 

the 
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the government. We feel a mingled fpnfaT 
tion of contempt and pity, when we behold 4 
miferable gazetteer fermonifing, corre<fting, 
and inftrudtingi fovereigns and their minifters* 
Somp write againA exifting abufes; pthers 
propofe reforms, and fketch views of amclio-:> 
ration ; all affedt the minds of the unhappj 
people, kindle fire in every muddy brain ; and 
find partifans in every order of the ftate.- In 
this general fermentation, thefc reformers over- 
turn the edifice, they Jell us, they would only 
repair ; too fuccefsful in their attempts, they 
hsLve broken down in an inftant the fabric of 
fourteen centuries ; and this to fubfHtute a go- 
vernment, which has hitherto only (hewn 
chimerical projedls ; a delufive liberty, and an 
aftual oppreflion. 

Secondly, haughty and ambitious CouR-TheNe«i. 
TiERS, who ponceive themfelves formed by 
Heaven of a more cxquifitc clay; ftrongly 
perfuaded that a noble birth is the greateft 
merit, and in confequence, occupying all the 
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brilliant pods «nong the ckrgy, the «ina« 
giftracy, and the military. Courtiers, fwbln 
with the pride of hrreditary glory, difiiaining 
every connexion with the commoner ; yet, when 
their fortune was broken by luxury and diffi* 
pation, would re-eftablifh their fplendour by 
an alliance, with that contemptible race* the 
tiers ttat. Courtiers deftitute of principles 
and of humanity ; living in the moft horrid 
debauchery, and gratifying their impure ap 
petttes, among the ofdures of libertinifm^ 
borrowing from all, and paying none. Cour- 
tiers, who, after having thus difUpated their 
fortune, and often that of others, then ad- 
dreiled themfelves to minifters, and boafled of 
having ruined themfelves in the fcrvice of 
their fovercign. Thefe foHcited and obtained, 
ptnfipns, and united their |iarpy talons, with 
fo many others, in pillaging the national trca- 
fury. Courtiers jealous of the pepupiaiy pri- 
vileges, which the feudal law attached to their 
birth, and pretending, becaufe they were bom 

nobles^ 
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nobles, that they were not to pay certain taxes 
to which the people were fubje<5ted. Skilful 
in the arts of intrigue, they even knew to 
elude thofe they were obliged to pay. Such 
was this nobility of the court, and the capital! 
The nobility rcfiding in the Provinces, very 
commonly were poor ; but brave and faithful 
in their duties to their king and country. In 
vain they merited the favour of the fovereign ; 
his efteem was all they could obtain 5 refpe<9: 
and reward were generally the prize of fervility 
and intrigue. ,- 

Thirdly, the Clergy in the firft clafs,c>EMT. 
•fFer a fpedacle not lefs diigufting. The ma* 
jority of the biihops, confidered the patrimony 
of the church as an eftate referved for their 
enjoyment; accumulated in confequence, all 
the rich livings of the kingdom ; vermil- 
cfaeeked prelates, battening on fat abbeys join* 
ed to their bifhopric, abandoned their miiera- 
blc flock, to confume at Paris their holy re- 
venues, and only returning, to tormjcnt thejr 
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tinhappy cures. — Others, courtiers, as well a^ 
prelates, initiated in all the myfteries of the 
court i gliding into the affairs of government 
while they abandoned to fubaltern, and other in- 
capable hands, the reins ef that which religion 
had confided into their's--*— Prelates haughty 
of their deicent, perfuaded that the crofs and 
the mitre coijld only be worthily carried by 
nobles, and {hewing a marked contempt of faim 
who, merely by the force of his own merit had 
attained to ecclefiaftical dignities. Prelates, 
in fine, fixing at their pleafure, the quota of 
the taxes they levied on their cures, without 
their participation, while they glaringly ipared 
their own enormous revenues. 

The inferior clergy y prefent to our contem- 
plation a numerous race of oppreflcd men. 
Curh exifting with difficulty, on the narrow 
income of only 700 livres (about 28!.) while 
their njicaires frequently only received half 
this pay! Thefe vidims to» rebgion and ty- 
ranny, where wholly employed in the fpiritua^ 
duties of their parifh j often did they perform 
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their taflc with zeal ; but they could have had 
nothing to bcftow on their poor, than the con- 
folation and hope of eternity. Miferable as 
was the fituation of thcfe men, yet their bifhop 
often harrafled them by every fpecies of pon- 
tifical oppreffion. To whom could thefc 
European flaves, remote from the world, have 
recourfe ? Not to the court ; their bifhop and 
their enemy was tliere to oppofe them. Did 
they attempt to affemble ? A decree of the' 
king's council prohibited their meetings. Did 
they lay with a trembling hand at the foot of 
the throne, a glowing pidlure of their unhappy 
ftate, the infufficiency of tlieir incomes, the 
unjuft mode of their biftiop's taxation, &c. 
The miferable complainants were chafed from 
the throne, as revolters. 

Fourthly, Parliaments; calling them-P^^'^- 
ielves an effential part of the French govern- 
ment i while, in faft, they only obtained this 
fituation by their ©ffices, and their offices by 
their jnoney; The members of thefe ambi- 
tious bodies, were fimply in their origin, the 
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clerks of the peers and barons of the kingdom ; 
and while thefe laft were too much occupied 
in war, or their families became extind, the 
clerks took the place of their mailers and 
clients. Soon» by fuccefsful intrigues, they 
augmented their pretended rights, and at 
length were enabled to counterbalance the 
royal authority. Ardent, in upholding the 
throne, when the monarch paid them ; auda« 
clous in refilling him, when he attempted to 
reform their vicious adminiftration. They did 
not, indeed, refiil with that aftive force, which 
the people have fince done, but what was not 
lefs terrible, they employed the force of inadi* 
vity; that is, they clofed their tribunals. It 
was thus in 1788, they fuddenly fuipended 
their fundions, becaufe the unhappy Louis 
XVI. was dcfirous of making an equal parti- 
tion of taxes, on all property indifcriminately. 
In thofe dreadful exigencies of the fbte, (wc 
do not pretend to determine) fome fay that the 
king was not then unjud. But the parliaments 
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refif^ed ; and left, during the fpacc of eight 
fiionthsy twenty-four millions of men, with- 
out a kgaIadmini(lration. They declared, they 
could not c6nfent that the king fhould make 
an equal partition on all property, as this right 
only appertained to tht etats generaux ; but we 
are informed^ that before thisy fincc more than 
a century, . thefe parliaments had eternally 
echoed from each other, that they reprefented 
the etats generaux. It was thus, that they 
compelled the unfortunate monarch to have 
recourfe to thefe ftates, which (fome fay) have 
been fo £atal to himfelf and all the* kingdom. 
The following paragraph on the parliaments, 
is juft now communicated to us, we give it at 
'we receive it. 

The parliaments who have occaiioned {o 
much evil in France, were corapofed of indi- 
viduals, who were notlefs dangerous taken fe- 
parately. In genera], every one of them was 
a little tyrant in his canton. Thofe whom 
^ they oppreffcd and quarrelled with, preferred 
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to yield every thbg without uy conteil^ 
although they might Have the law in their &« 
vour, becaufe they well knew that a law^fuit 
with them would have no chance of being ter- 
minated, or would be given in their favour. 
And, indeed, a law-fuit with them was ob- 
tallied with great difficulty j not a cQunfcllor 
or attorney, &c. would be employed againfl; 
them. Even the intendants of the provinces 
did not dare to tax thera according to the real 
value of their eftates, becauie thty feared 
them; and, in a word, fuch was the terror 
which the neighbourhood of a member of par- 
liament inipired, that in the iale of an c&atc, 
the vender generally endeavoured to raiie its 
value, by laying a ftrefs on the diftance of the 
eftate, from any belonging to the lawyers of 
this defcription. 
MfHit. Fifthly, Ministers fucceeding each other 
nipidly ; and bringmg no other talents to their 
important occupations, than their particular 
intereft. 

Thifc 
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This was the fecret motive that direfted their 
. *condu6l, and from hence that parti-coloured 
fyftem of laws, and thofe contradi(flory or- 
dinancesr, which we have feen during their 
fucceffive adminiftrations. Men, who arrived 
and were carried into office, on the ftream of 
the cabal of courtiers; and who, therefore, 
owed many grateful returns to their protecflors. 
Hence, that enormous mafs of penlions, with 
which they cru(hed the nation to maintain 
themfelves in place, and to feed their craving 
creatures. Men of cupidity ! They made in 
general of the national incomes, their indi- 
vidual eftate, and many even delivered it over 
to their miftrefles. Men of ambition and dc* 
Ipotifm ! If, like the infamous Abbe Tcrrai, 
they did not lay down for their principle, that 
all belonged to the king^ they did not lefs ad 
up to it. They diftributed lettres de cachet, to 
feize the perfons they chofe, and fabricated 
decrees to lay a new tax on private property. 
The laws were often dilated by their private 
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intcrcftj or by that of their fubalterns, and, 
"what was ftill worfc, often by that of their mif- 
trefles. If fomc brought into office, a pure 
heart and an enlightened mind, they pafiecji 
like a (hadow. The croud of worthlefs cour^* 
tiers, intcrcftcd in maintaining the reigning 
corruption, would have tur^icd put Cplbert 
liimfclf, if Colbert had been in office, , Their 
robberies at Verfailles, were authorifcd an4 
public ! Let us alfo refledt, that the vicious or 
ftupid miniftcrs had for their fubalterns, in the 
provinces, men of their ftamp, ftupid or vi- 
cious. We are now enabled to judge of the 
multitude of diforders of every kind in a king- 
dom, fo vaft, as that of Frange ! 
The Ktva. Sixthly, And that the cup of the natioDal 
misfortunes Ihould overflow, a King, an 
honeft man it is true ; who faw the exifting 
abufes, but devoid of cpergy to prevent or to 
reprefs them ; who wifli?d for the public good, 
but without the courage requifite to break 
down the barriers that were oppofed to it; 
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who adopted all the plans which his minifters 
propofcd to him, becaufe they all wore the 
appearance of the good he fought, but who 
did not perceive that in adopting thefe various 
and contradidory plans, his progrefs was re- 
trogacje ; that he deftroyed his own work, and 
prefented to his people the fad fpectacle of ' a • 
government, without fixed and determinate 
principles ) an adminiftration floating at the 
caprice of minifters ; or led by the hand of in- 
trigue ; and, in fine, a king, whole inclinations 
were tho^e of reditqde, but, rendered null 
through Weaknefs ; while thofe of his mi^ 
nifters wejrc almoft always corrupt and omni- 
potent. 

But this feeblenefs, this vacillation in the 
government of Louis XVI. was not the only 
defefts. The greateft evil was the maKad- 
miniftration pf his finances. The treafury 
waiB exhaufted by the moft fliameful and ruin- 
ous charges. We read with indignation, thofe 
which are.rcgiftered in the well-known Ihre 
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rouge. It 16 there we may fee» that the moft 
confidcrablc penfions were acceded to pcr*- 
fons who not only had not rendered any pab^ 
lie fcrvicc, but who were unworthy of favour, 
byjnany coniiderationf. The national trea* 
fury had become like thofe (hips, which, load«« 
ed with the riches of Indisi^ every Algerinc 
confiders as bis right to attack and pillage* 
To bear, but for a few years, thefe cxccffivc 
depredations, they were conflrained to iatiate 
themfelves on the blood of the people, fiut 
even new taxes did not fuffice. They then 
had recourfe to loans i and thefe loans, a thou- 
iand times more dangerous than even the taxes» 
completed with their weight the national 
ruin. 

Let us refle<a, that in fpite of all thefe 
grievances, the nation might yet have exifted. 
Louis XVI. with one ftroke of his pen, might 
have anninilated the penfions, and other de* 
firudlive inutilities ; he might have relieved 
the people, by whom be was beloved. But the 

croud 
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croud of courtiers rendered even his deijres 
abortive. When lie law the approaching ruin* 
he ordered an equal partition of taxes on all 
cftates ; but the parliament, who then muft have 
paid like the people, oppofed this falutary 
proceeding. It was then he fell into the net 
of the banker Necker ; he aflembled the etaU 
generaux. With a more dccifive will, he 
might have pafTed without this fatal refource. 
But what was the fituation of poor Louis XVI. 
at that moment ! Preffed by the courtiers ; be- 
trayed by the parliaments ; Necker agitating 
the people ; and a concealed fadion preparing 
the Revolution. — Thisfadlion prevailed; and 
honeft Louis XVI. was the victim of all ! ! 

An honeft man appears to be equally ofFen- 
five to both parties. But the peaceful hour 
will arrive, when the clouds of fadion will 
diiappear — and Truth and Liberty (the 
amiable vifion of the philofophic politician) 
will be united on their pure fummits. 

I Wc 
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440 CONCLUSION; 

Wc beg leave to clofe our volume, by 
entreating, at this critical period, both parties 
to refled on the following pathetic lines* 

Fenne en te$ fentinaens, et fimple dans ton CGeur, 
AiMB la Verite, roais pardonne a TErreur. 
Fuis les empoitemens (fun zele atrabilaire; 
Ce MoRTEL qui s'egare, eft un Homme, eft toa 

Frere; 
Sols SAGE pour toi feul, compatissaiit pourlui; 
Fai» TON BOKHEUR cnfin,par ic BONHEUR d'autrui. 

Voltaire de la Liberte. 



AND now having concluded our propo/ed 
labours, and declaring ourfelvcs lovers of 
genuine Liberty, and, therefore, enemies to 
that licentioufhels of principle, which in 
faft, is only defpotifm under a mor^ cruel 
and favage form, wc Ihall extraft a paflagc 
from Rouflcau, which requires no other 

comment 
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eoriimeht than what the reader will himfelf 
make. What candid mind will deny that 
with prophetic energy this great man here 
delcribes the prefent Jlate of the French 
government, and what honeft man will not 
rejoice, if the perturbations of the prefent 
democracy fhall fubfide into order, and into 
Freedom ? 

II en eft de la Liberte comme de ces 
ialimens folides et (ucculens ou de ces yins 
genereux propres a nourrir et fortifier les 
tempcramens robnftes qui en oilt Thabitude, 
mais qui accablent, ruinent et enivrent les 
foibles et delicats qui n'y font point faits. 
LesPeuplesune fois accoutumes ades maitres 
ne font plus en etat de Ten paffer. S'ils 
tentent de fedouer le joug ils s'eloignent 
d*autant plus de la liberte que prenant pour 
clle une licence efFrenee qui lui eft oppofee, 
leurs Revolutions les livrent prefque tou- 
jours a des Seducteurs qui ne font qu* 
aggraver leurs chairies. Le peuple Romain 

Gg; lui 
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lui meme, ce modele de tous les peuples librcs 
ne fut point en etat de fe gouverner en fbr- 
tant de Topprcffion desj Tarquins. Ayili par 
Tefclavage et les travaux ignpminieux quails 
^ui avoient impofes, ce n'etoit d'abord qu* 
line ftupide populace qu 'il fallut menager et 
gouverner avec la plus grande fageffe afio 
que s'accoutumant peu a peu a relpiref 
Tair falutaire dc la libert(^, ces ames enervees 
ou p^lutot abrutie§ fbus la tyrannic acquiflent 
par degres cette (everite de moeurs, et cettc 
fierte de courage, qui en firent eiifin le plu^ 
refpcdable de tous les peuples. 

It is with Liberty as with thofe fblid and 
fucculent aliments, or thofe generous wincs^ 
proper to nourifh and fortify robyft conftitu- 
tions which are ufed to thetn; but which 
overpower, ruin and intoxicfjte the feeble 
and delicate, which are not made to (up- 
port them. The people once accuftqmed tq. ; 
mafters, are incapable of paffing without 
them. If they try to (hake off the yoke, 

3 fW 
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they remove themfelves the farther from 
liberty, becaufp piiftaking for it an un- 
governable licentloufhefs which is its con- 
trary, their Revolutions give them up 
almoft always to Seducees ,who only aug- 
ment their chains. The Roman people 
themffilves, that model of all free natio^^p 
were not in a ftate pf governing themfelves, 
wrhen they firft ruflied from the opprei&o;i of 
the Tarquins, Debafed by flavery and its 
ignominious labours, th^ey were at firft but 
a ftupid populace, which it was neceflary to 
manage and govern with the greateft pru- 
dence, that accuftoming themfelves Uttle by 
little to draw the falutary air of liberty, 
thofe enervated fouls, or rathar brutalifed 
under tyranpy;^ acquired by degrees that 
fcverity of manners, and that hardinefs of 
courage which at length made them the mpft 
refpeftable of people*. 



** From RorssEAu's Dedication of his Efl*ayoi& the Origin of the 
Inequality of Men to the Republic of Geneva* 



445 



Digitized by 



Google 



444 



fe ii R A T ^ 



^*fSfi 3» line 14, for Fanatifm read Famatictjki. 



II. 



8i Republican^ Rfpublic. 

14^ canrwt^ cam 

15^ eahindniatin^f calumniathit 

17, tv^/y . <v«x. 

J5 ddc */ 

/ ribhnJf riband. 

xo, particuiarf bisparticukt 

Ix^ dogiuntj eukgiunu 

x6, dele i^rr and put a colon after 

ingratitvdi* 
5, dde and^ 
XO| Mttf /i&r anJrvitb. 

1 8, Sentimantalifts^^ SentimcntaEfti 



*^* The rabiAty \vitb ^^kh this Work has paffci 
through the Rreis, has occafioned, no douU, man^ other 
tduodcrs* The uneduth mixture of I and WE has alfo 
arifen from the fame caufe, and the writers claim the in- 
dvlmicc of the candid* ^ 
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THIS DAT IS PUBLISHED, 

In Three dosely printed' V^umes^ 1(^90. Price ISh w Boardt, 

THK THIRD EMTIONip 

With faithrul PORTRAITS of MOREAU, PICHEGRU, and the DUKE 
Qf ENGHIEK, and a Fac Simile of Part of a flurioua M«iori«i of Ua 
SPV ME^gE IHS LA TOUCUE, 

THE 

Revolutioaary Plutarch; 

BZRIBJ^IMO TMB MOST 

DISTINGUISHED CHARACTRBSr 

UTERARYi lULTTART, Anu rUUTlCAL, 

HI THE RSCENT ANNALS OB THE FRENCH REPUBUC^ 

TBE OBSATIM PABT PEOM THX OUOINAX* INPOUHATIOM OW 

A GENTLEMAN HESIDENT AT PARIS. 

T1ki« Biogiaphicil Memoirft include, among otherij 

THE WHOLE OF THE BUONAPARTE FAMILY. 

THE EMPEBORi 

The Emperor's Father and Mother, 
CARLO BUONAPARTE, and LETITIA RANIOUNL 

Hie Bf9tkertT 
JOSEPH, LUCIEN, LOUIS^ and JE&OlfE. 

Hie Sieiere:^ 

Madame BACCHIOCHI, Princeu SANTA CRUCE, Madame MUR^Tji 
the Princess BORGHl&ltts, w^uwmt Madfinfe^L& CLjmc. 

« THE EMPnSSS. 

HtrSoHf 
EUGENIUS DE BEAUHARKOIS. 

HerDaagjkler: 
. *• FANNY DE BEAUHARNOIS. 

All tbt Generals and AdnMiaU commanding in the Army of England, 

• WITB 

Copious Lives of Mobbau, Picbbgbu, Gio&cis, the Duke D'EMoviiir, 

MlHIX DB tfAT0UCHI,BEBTi|ISB, AlfOBA^SST, BOCHAMBKAU, MbnOI^, 

Foucm» ^BYBt, the Omnd Judge BAiawuB, &c. &c. includiitg a 
correct Di^lay of 

THE SINGULAR POUCE NOW EXISTING IN PARIS, 

• AadiSJMtdhoftbcWariALAVxMDBB. 

To 
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To the fMMt B^itiop is likewife i4ded, the Sahitance of a veff inte- 
resting Conversation whidk took pbce between General Pkhegru and a Physi- 
cian of eminence who attended him whilst in L<ondon. 

*«* A few Copies of the New Volume, containiag all. the 
Portraits, &c. may be had by the Purchasers of the first Edition, 
to complete their Sets. Price 7s. in Boards. 

** The contents of these tolamei are ioteresdni; in a rcmarksible degree ; 
is deuiKng, either from personal knowledge, or from accredited works of 
other writers, the lives, conduct, and crimes of every person distinguished as a 
relative, a courtier, a favevrite, a tool, an accomplice, or a rival oC the Corsican, 
Upstart, who has hitherto with impunity opprassed and plundered the conti-* 
nent of Europe ; and as exhibiting at the same time a cl^ Aiplay of the 
extraordinary kind of police by which P^ris is now regulated. Such a mass 
of moral turpitude as is here disphyed, yet in a form that leaves little room 
to suspect its autkenticky, makes us blush for our species. The public crimes 
of the Buonaparte family are not more odious tlum the vices of their private 
lives are flagitious. We believe that so reader who begins td peruse this col- 
lection of Republican Biography will feet inclined to lelinquuh it till he has 
gone through its pages. The subject is untversaltf^tntexvst/ag, and eAe ioci- 
de^ an; so w«fU nanaied, ai to justify us in giving the book, our imquaTified te- 
comroendation.'^ '^ ^Jl^urepean Magaa^f January IWMf^ p. 56. 

" It were much to be wished that these volumes could find their way into 
every house, and into every cottage in the united kingdoms; thepenisalof 
them would scarcely fail to Iszcite abhorrence of the wretches who now 
threaten 40 convert our country into the same scene of desolation, blood, and 
vice, as they have converted all other countries into, in which their intrigues 
or their arms have secured them a footing." AtUi-Jacobm B^iem, 

" The principal facts alledged are alike recent and notorious. Besides this, 
the character of the writer, with which we have been made acquainted, stamps 
on the publication the sanction of unquestionable authxhtiqity. Many 
of the occurrences, ipse mUerrimus vitU. His frieuds and relations, and property, 
have been xhe victims of their cruelty. He himself has languished in their 
dungeons, and there it was that he collected materials for this work, and pro- 
bably for others, from which, we doubt not, he will obtain an equal degree of 
reputation." Briiith Critic^ Sepi, ISOi. 



ALSO, LATELT PUBLISHED, 

or •. 

CHARLES MAURICE TALLEYRAND Dft PERliGORD, 

Otte of Buonaparte's Principtl Secretaries of State, his Grand Cfammberlain 
aad Grand Officer of the Legion of Honour, Ex-bishop of Antun» Ez-«bb< 
ofCelles andof St Dennis^ &.C. &c. &c. ' • 

CONTAININO 

The Particulars of his private and public Life, oflus In^igues in Boudoirs at 
mil as in Cabinelt, • 

By the Author of " The Revolutionaiy Pfcitarch.* 

" When men, thttwgh infamy, to grandeur ftoar, 

" They light a toi«h to shew their shame ^e more.''— You no. 

TwoTds. l2mo. with a Portrait Price 12s. boards. 

Printed for JOHN MURRAY, d2. Fleet Street, London; aod ffi»y bc had 
also of every Bookseller throughout the United Kiogdo*. . - 
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MEDICAL BOOKS, 

AND 

. ANATOklCAL PLATES, 

LATBLY PUBLISHED BY 

JOHN MURRAY, 

32, FLEET STREET, LONDON ; 

SOLD ALSO BT THfi PBIKCIPAL BOOKSELLERS THROUGHOUT 
THE EMPIRE. 



ANATOMICAL PLATES. 
1. 

A COMPLETE SERIES of PLATES illustrative of the 
ANATOMY of the HUMAN BODY, selected and engraved 
from the most ai>piioyed Works, or from original «aud ac* 
CVRATB Drawings. With concise Explanations. The wj^ole 
carefully arranged, corrected, and .superintended by 'Robert 
Hooper, M.D. Resident Physician to the St. Mary-le-bone In- 
firmary, &c. &c. Rojal 8vo. 

Fasciculusrl. containing the Formation and Structure of Bone ; 
all the Bones of the Human Body, as they appear when connected 
and separate fh>m each other. 

The oUect of this publication is 'to pretent the Student with 
such useful representations of th^ different ^arts of the human 
body, as shall enable him not only to acquire a perfect knowledge of 
their relative situation, but also of their form and minute structure. 
It may be considered in fact as an Anatomical ATLAs,.intended 
to supply him with such information as maps and views afford the 
geographer and historian. The expensive plates of Albi4jus, 
Caldani, Chbseldbn, Cruikshank, Fisher, Hunter, 
LoDBR, Meyer, SAxbiFORT, Scarpa, Vicq^D'Azyr, Wal* 
ter, Wrisbbrg, Zinh, and many others, have been carefully 
copied or diminished, where their accuracy could be depended 
, upon; and where recourse could not be had to works of undoubted 
authority, faithful drawings have been made fr6m the best anato- 
mical preparations^ selected from the mifseums of distinguished 
anatomists and from the author's own collection. The plates are 
engraved by young artists of considerable industry and talent, and 
in many instances it will be found that they not only exceed the 
originals both in beauty and conectness, but are superior to any 
that have yet been executed. 

The size of the work is such as to admit of the most clear and 
perspicuous exhibition of the parts, at the same time that it may 
be carried in the pocket. Some copies 2xt taken off upon a large 
paper, in medium 4to. having proof impressions of the plates. 

These engravings are published in parts, in order that the whole 
or part of them may easily be bound up with any work upon the 
Subjects to which ihe^ may more immediately relate, according 
to the fancy or convenience of the purchaser ;, and the references 
are made so general, as to apply to any books on anatomy, in 
' which plates are wanted. 

It cannot be exactly ascertained into how many numbers the 
work may extend, but it will not exceed twelyi^, one of which 
will be published every three monthsy until the whole be con^ 



Dtgitized by 



Google 



9 Lht of McScal Publuathns • ~ 

plcted, when it is presumed it tvi!l form the most nnifornr, the 
most accuratCy the most usefiily and the least expensive Scries 
of Anatomical £mg&atings that has ever been offered to 
the public. - 

2. 
John Gottlieb .WALTER'S Plates of the Thoracic and 
Abdominal N£rtes» reduced fi'om the Original^ as published 
by Order of the Royal Aca^lerxxy of Sciences at Berlin: accompanied 
by coloured Explanations, and a Description of the Par Vacum» 
Great Sympathetic and Phrenic Nerves. Elegantly 
printed in large 4to. price iSs. in boards. 

3. 
A large'PLATE, Twenty-eight Inches by Twenty, represent- 
ing at one View, the Whole of the BLOOD-VESSELS of the 
HUMAN BODY, carefully drawn from injected Pneparations 
under the immediate Direction of the most emiI]e^^Suf^oos in 
the Blingdom. By Gsoroe Kirtland, Anatomical DrafiUzxiau. 
Upon a Canvas Roller, accompanied by a Plate of the same $>ize> 
containing a correct coloured Outline, with a very copious Ex- 
planation, price zl» 28. 

4, 

A PLATE, engraved from a very accurate Drawmfr by 
Kirtland, exhibiting, at on^ View, the BLOOD-VESSELS of 
the HEAD, with their Names and REFiRSM^Es. Price ios.6d. 
coloured. 

5. 

A large folio PLATE, colourec^ exhibiting the inteiior 
BLOOD-VESSELS of the ARM, price xos. 6d. 

6. 
An anterior and posterior VIEW of' the BLOOD-VESSELS of 
the THIGH. A large Plate* CQlpured, price los. 6d. 

7. 

An enlarged coloured VIEW of the EXTERNAL and INTER- 
NAL EAR, frpm a Preparation of an eminent Sui^geon, price 5 s. 

8. 
A single coloured PLATE, giving a very accurate transverv 
SECTION of the EYE, much magnified, accomptnied with 4k 
short Ex p las A r ion. By Dr. Hoopsr, price 3s. 

9- 

ANATOMICAL PLATES of the BONES and MUSCLES, 
diminished from A LB in us ; accompanied by Explanatory ^ 
Map t». For the Use of Students. The second Edition, price ?•. ' 

10. 
ANATOMICAL PLATES of the THORACIC and ABDO- 
MINAL VISCERA; accompanied by Explanatory Map t.^ 
For the Use of Students, price js. 

11. 

ANATOMICAL PLATES of the BONES |ind MUSCLES 
of the EXTREMITIES of the HUMAN BODY, copied from 
^Albinos; consisting of Twelve Engravings, Six of which arc 
*f t)loured. By GEoiitiE Kirtland, price 5i. • 
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The ANATOMIST'S VADE-MECUM, containing the Ana- 
tomy, Physiology, Morbid Appearances,^, of the Human 
BiDY, the Art of making Anatomical P|tEPARATioNs,&c. 
The SIXTH Edition. To which are now added. Anatomical, 
Physiological, Medical, and Surgical Questions for 
Students. By Robert Hooper, M. D. Fellow of the Linnaean 
and London Medical Societies, Resident Physician to the St. 
Mary-ie-honne Infirmaxy, &c. &c. — Ip one very closely printed 
volume, sm^U octavo, price 98. in boards. 

13. 

The LONDON DISSECTOR ; or a Compendium of Prac- 
tical Anatomy : containing a Description of the Muscles, 
Vessels, Nfrvss, and Viscera of the Human Body, as they 
appear on Dissection; with Directions for their Demon- 
stration. z2mo. boards, 58. 

. 14. 

' . A »hort DESCRIPTION of the HUMAN MUSCLES, ar- 
ranged ai» they appear on Dissection ; together with thein several 
Uses, and the Synonyma of the best Authors. By John Innes.' 
A new Edition, with considerable Alterations and Improvements : 
illustrated with Sixteen Plates, descriptive of the Bones and 
Muscles. x2mo. price 7s. 6d. inljoards. 

15. 
The ELEMENTS of PHYSIOLOGY, containing a compre-. 
hensive View and clear Explanation of the Functions of the Hu- 
man Body, in which the modem Improvements in Chemistry, 
Galvanism, and other Sciences are applied, to explain the 
Actions of the Animal Economy ; witha new Classification, 
and a copious Index. Translated from the French of A. Riche- 
rand, Professor of Anatomy and Physiology, and principal Sur- 
l^eon of the Hospital of the North, in. Paris, by Robert Ker- 
RiSQN, Member of the R«yal Callege of Surgeons in London, &ct 
'In one closely printed volume, 8vo. price 98. in boards^^ 

10. 

. The LECTURES of the celebrated BOYER upon the DISEASES 
of the BONES, arranged into a systematic Treatise, by A. 
RiCHERAND, Professor of Anatomy and Physiology, and prin- 
cipal Surgeon to the Northern Hospital at Paris. Translated from 
the French^ by M. Farrell, M. D. In % vols. Svo. price 148. 
in boards. 

1/. 
The LONDON PRACTICE of MIDV^IFERY, or Manual for 
Students. Beinjg a complete Course of Practical Midwifery, 
Iq which are mcluded the Treatment of Lying-in Women, 
and the D/seases. of Children. In a neat and closely printed 
pocket volume, price 6s. i 

18. 
"An APPENDIX to PRACTIC;AL OBSERVATIONS on the 
Nature and Treatment of the exasperated Symptoms of the Vene- 
r«jri Disease % con tuning Thoughts on the Nature a<id Manage- 
ment of the Venereal Bubo, particularly in its obstinate State. 
By Edward Geoghbgan, Surgeon to the Dublin General Dis- 
pell te^. to small octavo, price is.6d. 

A » 
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The work to which the above is an Appendix may be had/ 
price 38. ^ 

19. 
A DISSERTATION on the GOUT ; in which the Nature of 
that afflicting Disease is fiilly explained, and its speedy, safie, and 
.effirctual Cure by the external Application of Co Lb Water is 
amply illustrated and . conBrmed by a' Variety of original and 
communicated Cases. By Robert King lake, M.D. Member 
of the Royal Medical Society of Edinburgh; of the Physical 
Society of Gottingen, &c. &;c. 8vo. pricx 7s. 6d. 

20. 
A TREATISE on FEBRILE DISEASES, including inter- 

. MITTING, REMITTING, and CONTINUED EevERS ; INFLAMMA- 
TIONS; Hhmorrhagies; and the Profluyia : in which an 
Attempt is made to present, at one View, whatever, in the pre- 
sent State of Medicine, it is requisite for the j^hysician to koowp 
respecting the Symptoms, Causes, and Cure of those Dis- 
eases; with EXPERIMENTAL EssAYs on certaun Esbrile Stmv« 
TOMS, on the Nature of Inflammation, and on the Manner ia 
which Op^m and Tobacco act on the living' Anitnal Body. By 
A. Philips Wilson, M. D. 'F, R. S. Ed. Fellow of the Royal 
College of Physicians, Edinburgh. 4 large vols. Svo. price zL z68, 
in boards. 

ms work is no9v completed; volumes I. 11. land IIL maj be had^ 
price 9J. each in boards. 

21. 
A concise and systematic ACCOUNT of a painful AFFEC* 
TION of the NERVES of the FACE, commonly called TIC 
DOULOUREUX. By S, Fothergill, M.D. Physician to the 
Western Dispensary. 8vo. price 3s. sewed. 

22. 
OUTLINES of a NEW SYSTEM of MEDICINE, in a 
TREATISE on the disordered STATES of the LUNGS. By 
Thomas Alber. 8vo. price 5s. boards. 

23. 

OBSERVATIONS on the EPIDEMICAL DISEASES now 
prevailing in London ; with their Divisions, Method of Treatment* 
Prevention, &c. By Robert Hooper, M.D. Resident Physidaii 
to the St.- Mary-le-bonne Infirmar)', &c. 8vo. pricf is. 6d. 

24. 
THESAURUS MEDICAMINUM : a new Collection of ME- 
DICAL PRESCRIPTIONS, distributed into Twelve a^^ssce, 
and accompanied with pharmacciitical and practical Remarks; 
exhibiting a View of the present State of the Materia Medjca an^ 
Practice of Physic, both at Home and Abroad. The Thir^ 
Edition : With an Appendix, and other Additions. By a Member 
of the London College of Physicians. Price 78. 6d. in boards. 

25. 
A Practical SYNOPSIS of the MATERIA ALTMENTARIA 
and MATERIA MEDICA: By the Author of -" Thesauma 
" Medicaminum." 8vo. Vol. I. 68, bd*,— Vol. 11. Part I. js. 6d. bds. 

20. 
TABLES of the MATERIA MEDICA, or a SystenwUic Aic 

rangtmcntof all the Articles admitted by the Colleges of London, 
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Bdinborgh, and Dublin; exhibitioga condse View of the xnoit 
i&aterial Circumstances respecting them ; together with a Number 
of original and selected Formulx : to which is subjoined a Table 
oCall the secondary Salts employed in Medicine. By Jsremiah 
KiRBY, M.D. Member of the Royal Medical "Socitty Qf Edin- 
burgh, jsmo. price 4S. sewed* 

27. ^ ' • 

PHARMACOPEIA COLLBGII REGU MEDICORUM 
EDINBURGENSISy 1803. In this Edition, the new Chemical 
Nomenclature of the French, and the Botanical Nomenclature of 
linnaeuS) have been adopted: A new Edition. z8mo. price 48, 
boards. 

PHARMACOPOEIA NOSOCOMII REGII EDINBIHU 
GENSIS. zamo. price ss. boards. 

2Q. 
The EDINBURGH NEW DISPENSATORY: containing, I. 
The Elements of Pharmaceutical Chemistry.— 'II. The Materia 
Medica ; or, the Natural, Pharmaceutical, and Medical Historf 
of the different Substances employed in Medicine. — HI. The 
Pharmaceutical Preparations and Compositions ; including com« 
^ete and accurate Translations of the 8vo. Edition of the LondoQ 
pharmacopoeia, published in 179Z ; Dublin Pharmacopoeia, pub* 
lished in 1794; and of the new Edition of the Edinburgh Phar- 
jnacopoeia, published in tSoj. Illustrated and explained in the 
language, and according'to the Principles of modem Chemistry. 
With many new and useful Tables, and several Copper-platet» 
pplaining the new System of chemical Characters, and'represent- . 
ing the most useful pharmaceutical Apparatus. By Andrew 
Duncan, Jun. M. D. Fellow of the Royal College of Physicians^ 
and Hoyal Society j>f Edinburgh, and Associate of the Linnaea^ 
Society of London .^ Second Edition, enlarged and much im'^ 
proved. 8vo. price los. 6d. boards. 

30. 
ANNALS of MEDICINE, for the Year 1803 : exhibiting x 
concise View of the latest and most important Discoveries in 
Medicine and medical Philosophy. By Andrew Dvncan, Sen^ 
M. D. and Andrew Duncan, Jun. M. D. Fellows of the Royal 
College of Physicians, Edinburgh. Vol. III. Lustrum II. $vo» 
price 98. boards* 

31. 
MEDICAL SKETCHES of the EXPEDITION to EGYPT 
from INDIA. By James M^regor, A.M. Member of the 
Royal College of Surgeons of London, Surgeon to the Royal 
Horse Guards, and lately^ Superintending Surgeon of the Indlaa 
Army i^ Egypt. In 8vo. price 7s. boards. 

32. 
OBSERVATIONS on DIARRHCEA and DYSENTERY, at 
those Diseases appeared in the British Army, during the Cam- 
paign in £0Y?T, in x8ox. Jo which are prefixed, a De^criptioii 
.of the Climate of Egypt, and a Sketch of the MedlOl History 
of the Campaign. By Henry Dewar, M. D. late Assistant 
Surgeon to the joth, or Cambridgeshire Regiment of Foot. 8vo. 
Second Edition, price 4s. boards. \ ' 
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33. 

Dissertatio Mtdica Inauguralis, de OPHTHALMIA ^GYPTI,' 
quamy annuenti Summo Numincy ex Auctoritate Reverend! ad- 
modum Viri D. Geox^gii Baird, t, S. T. P. Academiae £din« 
burginx Praefecto; necnon amplissimi Senatus Academici Con- 
•ensUy et nobilissirose Facultatis Medicae Decreto ; pro GRADtf 
Doctor rs, summisque in Medicina Honoribus ac Privilegiis rite 
et legitime consequendis ; eniditorum Bxaxnini subjidt Henricus 
'BiWARy Scoto-Britannusy Sodttatii Regie Medicae EcUnenas Sp» 
dttf. tfo. price at. 6d. 

34. 
An ATTEMPT to investigate the CAUSE of the EGYPTIAN 
OPHTHALMIA) with Oboervations on the Nature aid dificrcnt 
Modes of Cure. By Georgr Power, Assistant Surgeon to the 
aad Regiment of Foot, or Royal Wdch Fusileers. 8vo» price 
al.6d« 

35. 
A DESCRIPTION of the MERCURIAL LEPRA. ByDocfcOf 
MoRtARTTy of Dublin, xamo. price as. 6d. 

36. 
A TREATISE on CHELTENHAM WATERS and BILIOUS 
DISEASES ; containing, x. The chemical and medical Properties, 
of the saline Springs of Cheltenham and its Neighbourhood.—^ 
2. Arrangement and History of Bilious Diseases occurring in this 
Country.— -3. The Uses of the ealine Waters in curing Diseases. 
— ^4. Directions for the most apDropriatc Mode of drihking the 
Waters^ — $• Geological Experiment for the Discovery of new 
saline Springs at Cheltenham. — 6. The Nature and Uses of the 
Steel Well, in Mr. Barrett's field. To which are prefixed. 
Observations on Fluidity, Mineral Waters, and Watering Places. 
By Thomas Jameson, M.D. Member of the College of Physi- 
cians of London and Edinburgh, &c. 5cc. In octavo, price 68, 
in boards. 

37: 
A SYSTEM of CHEMISTRY. By Thomas Thomson, M.D. 
Lecturer on Chemistry in Edinburgh. Second Edition. 4 vols. 
Svo. price al. as. in boards. 

38. 

An INQUIRY into the LAWS of CHEMICAL AFFINITY. 
By C. L. Berthollet, Member of the Conservative Senate and 
Natibnai Institution. Translated from the French by M. Farrell, 
MJ3. In Svo. price 7s. in boards. • 

30. 
A PRACTICAL ESSAY on the ANALYSIS of MINERALS 
exemplifying the best Methods of analysing Ores, .Earths, Stotiet» 
inflammable Fossils, and mineral Substances in general. By 
jpRBDERiCK AccuM. lamo. 76. boards. 

40.. . 
A TREATISE, shewing the intimate Connexion that sub- 
sists Between, AGRICULTURE aird CHEMISTRY: addressed to 
the Cultivjitors^of the Soil ; to the Proprietors of Pens and Peat 
Mosses in Gteat BMtain and Ireland j and to the Prbprietors of 
West India Estates. By the Earl' of Dundonald. A new Edition, 
t vol. 4to. price los. 6d. in boards. 
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41. 
• filJBMENTS of SCIBNCB and ART } being ft fiimiliar Intro* 
i^vcTioN to Natural Philosophy and Chemistry. Together 
vnth their Application to a Variety of elegant and useful Arts. 9f 
JOH N IM I SON. A new Edition, conuderably enlarged, and adapted 
to the impioved State of Science. Illustrated by Tldity Plltes, 
by LowRY. Two Volumes^ 8vo. price il. 58. 

42. 
ELEMENTS of GALVANISM, in Theory and Pr4ctice; 
with a comprehensiTe View of its History from the first 
Experiments of Galvani to the present Time. Containing 
also, Pract}f;al Directions for constructing the G^vanio Appa- 
ratiii, and plain systematic Instructions for performing all the 
various JExperimentSy By C. H. Wilkinson, S. A. S. Lecturer 
on Galvanism in Soho Square, Member of the Royal College of 
Surgeons, of t]ie Philosophical Society of Manchester, &c Sec. 
% vols. 8vo. illustrated with a great Number of Copper-plates, 
price il. IS. in boards. 

43. 

LEPIDOPTERA BRITANNICA; containing the Latin and 

'English Names, a NEW Arrangement and new Description of 

Seventy-two Species of Pa r i lio ; Twenty-eight S p h i no as ; Four 

"jLyqmvm; and Ninety-eight Bojmbyces; with all the Synonyms* 

Food, Times and Places of Appearance in their different States, and 

Measure of their Wings : also an Account of all their Peculiarities, 

and the best Modes of destroying such as are injurious to Manldnd. 

•To which are added. Six Botanical Dissertations, viz. A new 

Arrangement and Descriptions of Two Hundred and Eleven 

Species of Mesembryanthemum — ^A new Arrangement of the 

Genus Tctragonia — ^A new Arrangement of the Genus Portulacca 

— A new Arrangement of the Genus Saxifraga — ^A Dissertation on 

-Twenty-four new Species of exotic Plants — ^And a Dissertatipn 

on the Technical Terms of the Science of Botany. By A. H; 

Ha worth, F. L. S. 8vo. price 158. in boards. 

44. 

The SGLDIER's FRIEND; containing Familiar Instructioftslo 
the Loya- Volunteers^ Yeomanry Corps,. and Milit^uT' Men ill 
general, on the Preservation and Recovery of their Health ; ar« 
-ranged under the following Heads: Fteliminary Remarks; 
Wounds and other Casualties ; Camps and Barracks ; Cleanliness; 
Exercise; Military Dress ; Weather; Diet and Cookery ; Intem- 
perance j Prevention of Disease; Hospitals and Nursing; ^- 
pendix andAddi^lons^ with 41 prefetory Address to Commanding 
Officers. By W. Blaiiv^ A. M. Member of the Royal CpUege 
of Surgeons ; Fellow of the Medical Societies of London, Paris, 
and Brussels; Surgeon of the Lock Hospital and Asylum, and of 
the Blpomsbury Dispensary, &c. In a neat Pocket Volume 
(being a new Edition, considerably enlarged, and illustrattrd hf 
Eight Engravings), price 5s. in boards.' 

'45. 
A cONcrsT TREATISE on the PROGRESS of MEDICINE 
since the Year 157J. By W. H. Wii.LmMs, M. B. F. L. S. of 
Gonvill and Caius Colleger Cambridge ; Physician to the Ipswich 
Dispensary, and Lying-in Charity. 8vo. 3s. 
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46. 
. A Tnosktion of ANSTE Y's ODE to JEimER : to which m 
addedy a Comp^ndioai of VacdnatioDy consisting of Two Tables } 
qnc shewing the Advantages of Vaccine Inoculation, the other 
containing Instructions for the Practice. By John Ring, Men- 
ber of the Royal College of Surgeons in London. 4to. prioc- 
xs. 6d. or as. in boards. 

47. ^ 
An AKSWER to Mr. GOLDSON: proving that Vacciha- 

tlON is a PERMANENT SECURITY against the Sm ALL- POX. % 

Joh'n Ring, Member of the Royal College of Sui;geons in London. 
Svo. price zs. 6d. 

48. 
The REPORT and EVIDENCE at LARGE, as laid before the 
Committee of the House of Commons, respecting Dr. Je^ker's 
Discovert of Vaccine Inoculation ; together vrith acS>c» 
bate whieh-foUowed, and some Observations on the contravening 
Evidence, &c. By the Rev. G. C Jenner. Svo. 

49. 
OBSERVATIONS on some late Attempts to depreciate the 
Value and Efficacy of Vaccine Inoculation. By Samuel 
Merriman. 8vo. price is. 6s. 

50. 
A COMPEiroiUM of VACCINATION ; or an AddresMa 
the Medical Practitioners of Ireland. B^ Samuel B. Labatx, 
M. D. Licenciate of the College of Physicians, and Secretary tp 
the Cow Pock Institution, Dublin. 8vo. 

51. 
OBSERVATIONS on the CLIMATE of IRELAND, and 
Researches concerning its Nature, from very early Periods to the 
present Time ;, vvith Thoughts on some Branches of Rural Eco- 
nomy, particularly recommended in an Address to the Inhabitants 
and Friemcls 6f this Country. To which are prefixed, preliminary 
ConsfderatioHs on the Structure and Functions of Plants; on the 
Analogy between the Vegetable and Animal Systems; on the 
. general State of Woods and Plantations in Theluid, in ancient 
and modern Times ; on the peculiar Circumstances, denoting the 
various Conditions of her Linen Manufacture* throughout a Series 
of Ages, and on the Utility of the Co-operation of Art and Science 
in every Work, wherein their joint Labours are required. By 
William Patterson, M. D. Member of the Royal Irish Aca- 
demy, &c. &c 8vp. .98. in boards. 



*^^ Gentlbmem residing in the CouNtaT or Abroad, 
Medical Socutibs, Surgeons in the Navy and Army, 
Students,' &c. may be immediately supplied with any 
Work relating, to Medical Scisncs, by Application ta 
J. MURRAY, No. 32, Fleet Street, Loj4Doir. 
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